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Meeting Notice 
 

The Protection of the Environment Trust (POET) Committee  
of Central Coast Council  

will be held in the Committee Room,  
2 Hely Street, Wyong or Remotely – Online, 

on  Tuesday 20 June 2023 at 3.00pm, 
for the transaction of the business listed below: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 Procedural Items 

1.1 Introduction: Welcome, Acknowledgement of Country, Apologies, Disclosure of 
Interest .................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

1.2 Previous business: Confirmation of minutes, review action log .................................................... 5  
 

 

2 Reports 

2.1 Update from Finance ....................................................................................................................................20 

2.2 Grant Application from the Protection of the Environment Trust to undertake 
the Frog Conservation Project (POET007 202223) ............................................................................22 

2.3 General Business .............................................................................................................................................35  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
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1.1 INTRODUCTION: WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY, 
APOLOGIES, DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

  
 
 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we live, work and play.  
We pay our respects to Elders, past, present and emerging and recognise their continued 
connection to these lands and waterways.  
We acknowledge our shared responsibility to care for and protect our place and people. 
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1.2 PREVIOUS BUSINESS: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES, REVIEW ACTION LOG 
  
 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 
1  POET - 30 March Meeting Minutes  D15608670 
2  Action Log  D15710649 
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1.2 Previous business: Confirmation of minutes, review action log 
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Reference: F2018/00732 - D15690803 
Author: Emma Galea, Chief Financial Officer   
 
 
 

Financial report as of 31 May 2023. 
 
Attachments 
 
1  PoET  - May 2023 Finance Report  D15715671 

  
 

Item No: 2.1  

Title: Update from Finance  

Department: Corporate Services  

20 June 2023 Protection of the Environment Trust (POET) Committee       



2.1 Update from Finance 
Attachment 1 PoET  - May 2023 Finance Report 
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Reference: F2018/00732 - D15697124 
Author: Larry Melican, Section Manager Natural Assets and Biodiversity 
 Rochelle Lawson, Senior Ecologist, Natural Assets and Biodiversity   
Manager: Luke Sulkowski, Unit Manager Environmental Management   
Executive: Alice Howe, Director Environment and Planning   
 
Recommendation 
 
Further information relating to Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd’s application for $24,000 
from the Protection of the Environment Trust be requested from the applicant to assist 
with the Trust Committee’s decision making.  
 

Report purpose 
 
To provide information on grant application POET007 202223 to the Protection of the 
Environment Trust from Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd (Aussie Ark) to undertake a Frog 
Conservation Project.   
 
Executive Summary 
 
Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd (Aussie Ark) has applied for $24,000 to undertake a Frog 
Conservation Project with the aim of breeding and re-release into the wild to bolster the 
wild populations of 4 endangered species, Giant Barred Frog, Stuttering Barred Frog, Green 
and Golden Bell Frog and Green Tree Frog.  These four endangered frog species occur 
within the former Gosford Local Government Area.  
 
However, it is not clear from the application what specifically the funding will achieve and 
the application would benefit from re-submission with more detail and closer adherence to 
the grant program guidelines.   
 
The project is consistent with the two-part purpose of the Protection of the Environment 
Trust.  

 
 
 
  

Item No: 2.2  

Title: Grant Application from the Protection of the 
Environment Trust to undertake the Frog 
Conservation Project (POET007 202223) 

 

Department: Environment and Planning  

20 June 2023 Protection of the Environment Trust (POET) Committee       



2.2 Grant Application from the Protection of the Environment Trust to 
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Background 
 
Application has been made by the Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd (Aussie Ark) for funds from the 
Protection of the Environment Trust Grants Program to assist in the delivery of a Frog 
Conservation Project. 
 
Current Status 
 
Aussie Ark has submitted an application for funding. The application describes the purpose 
of the project and outcomes. However, in order for the Trust Committee to judge the merit of 
the application, further information on outputs and metrics of success are needed.  
 
Report 
 
Application number POET007 202223, from Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd for the frog 
conservation project includes the following:  
 

Aussie Ark has built specialist frog conservation facilities for the purpose of breeding 
endangered frog species that occur in the Central Coast Region. Frogs are 
environmental indicators and the combination of chytrid fungal disease, degradation of 
natural water systems and population growth impacts on habitat quality and availability 
has led many of our Central Coast frog species to become endangered. Aussie Ark is 
working to treat chytrid and to breed 4 different endangered frog species at our 
Conservation Ark facility located at the Australian Reptile Park on the Central Coast. 
These species are: Giant Barred Frog, Stuttering Barred Frog, Green and Golden Bell 
Frog and Green Tree Frog. Our aim is to breed and re-release to the wild to build and 
bolster the wild populations of these species to prevent extinctions. 

 
Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd has requested $24,000 from the Protection of the Environment 
Trust and will provide an in kind contribution to the value of $80,000, with a cash 
contribution of $190,000.  The total value of the project is $294,000.   
 
It is not clear how the application meets the grant program guidelines of having a beginning 
and an end, or that ongoing or recurrent costs can be met by the applicant once grant 
funding has been expended. Further details would be required in the application in terms of 
the numbers of frogs to be released into the wild, locations of release, and future 
management of release sites to ensure long-term survival in the wild. This information would 
be needed to determine the project’s overall value for money.  
 
Based on the information provided, the project appears to be consistent with the two-part 
purpose of the Protection of the Environment Trust 
 

1. Promotion of the protection or conservation of the natural environment, an 
aspect of it, or flora and fauna indigenous to the area. 
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2. Provision of information and education or carrying out of research about the 
natural environment, an aspect of it, or flora and fauna indigenous to the area. 

 
Consultation 
 
The project application is accompanied by a letter of support from Chrissie Goldrick, Editor in 
Chief, Australian Geographic. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
At its meeting held 19 October 2020, Council resolved the following: 
 

1108/20 That any motions put before Council for the remainder of this term of Council 
that have financial implications require the Chief Executive Officer to provide 
a report on how those additional costs will be met. 

 
The following statement is provided in response to this resolution of Council. 
 
Recommendations by the Protection of the Environment Trust Committee to fund grant 
applications received does not affect Council’s general fund.  The requested $24,000 is held 
within the restricted Protection of the Environment Trust and pending the Trust’s and 
Council’s endorsement of the proposed grant, would draw down on trust funds by that 
amount. 
 
Link to Community Strategic Plan 
 
Theme 3: Green 
 
Choose Focus Area 

G-F1: Protect our rich environmental heritage by conserving beaches, waterways, bushland, 
wildlife corridors and inland areas, and the diversity of local native species. 

. 
Options 
 
The options for Protection of the Environment Trust Committee are to: 

 
• Request further information relating to Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd’s application 

for $24,000 from the Protection of the Environment Trust from the applicant to 
assist with the Trust Committee’s decision making. Recommended. 

 
• Fund the Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd’s application to the amount of $24,000 for 

the frog conservation project.  Not recommended until additional information 
has been provide by the applicant. 



2.2 Grant Application from the Protection of the Environment Trust to 
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• Fund part of the Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd’s application for the frog conservation 

project.  Not recommended until additional information has been provide by 
the applicant. 
 

• Not fund the Australia’s Wildlife Ark Ltd’s application for the frog conservation 
project.  Not recommended until further information has been provided by 
the applicant.    

 
Critical Dates or Timeframes 
 
A decision on the grant application at this meeting would benefit the applicant in project 
planning and potentially sourcing alternative funding. 
 
Attachments 
 
1  Australia's Wildlife Ark Ltd Application for Frog Conservation Project  D15694740 
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2.3 GENERAL BUSINESS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


