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Meeting Notice 

 

The Catchments to Coast Committee Meeting  

of Central Coast Council  

will be held in the Daisy Meeting room,  

2 Hely Street, Wyong or Remotely – Online, 

on  Wednesday 20 March 2024 at 3.00pm, 

for the transaction of the business listed below: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Procedural Items 

1.1 Introduction: Welcome, Acknowledgement of Country, Apologies, Disclosure of 

Interest .................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

1.2 Previous business: Confirmation of minutes, review action log .................................................... 5  
 

 

2 Reports 

2.1 Update on Coastal Management (Standing Agenda Item) ...........................................................23 

2.2 Update on Coastal and Estuary Management (Standing Agenda Item) ..................................26 

2.3 Update on Flood and Stormwater Management (Standing Agenda Item) ............................30 

2.4 Community Strategic Plan ..........................................................................................................................34 

2.5 Review of the Central Coast Waterways Report Card 2022/23 ...................................................35 

2.6 MIDO Presentation - Ettalong Dredging Project ...............................................................................36 

2.7 General Business .............................................................................................................................................37  
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

Peter Sheath 

Chairperson 

 



 

- 4 - 

1.1 INTRODUCTION: WELCOME, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY, APOLOGIES, 

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

  

 

Chairperson 

 
 

 

 Welcome, Acknowledgement of Country, Receipt of Apologies 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we liv, work and 

play. 

We pay our respects to Darkinjung country, and Elders past and present.  

We recognise the continued connection to these lands and waterways and extend 

this acknowledgement to the homelands and stories of those who also call this place 

home. 

We recognise our future leaders and the shared responsibility to care for and protect 

our place and people. 
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1.2 PREVIOUS BUSINESS: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES, REVIEW ACTION LOG 
  
 

Chairperson 

 
 

 

Attachments 

 

1  MINUTES - Catchments to Coast Committee Meeting - 13 December 

2023 

 D15989277 

  

 



1.2 Previous business: Confirmation of minutes, review action log 

Attachment 1 MINUTES - Catchments to Coast Committee Meeting - 13 December 2023 
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Reference: F2021/00832 - D16058724 

Author: James Lawson, Section Manager. Environmental Infrastructure   

Manager: Luke Sulkowski, Unit Manager. Environmental Management   

Executive: Alice Howe, Director Environment and Planning   
 

Recommendation 

 

That the Committee note the information in the report.  

 

Report purpose 

 

To provide information on the Coastal and Catchment Operations to the Catchments to 

Coast Committee. 

 

Executive Summary 

 

This report to the Catchments to Coast Committee provides information on the following 

projects: 

 

• Wrack and algae collection 

• Beach maintenance and Coastal Lagoon openings 

• The Entrance Channel works 

 

 
 

Background 

 

This report provides an update on Council’s Tuggerah Lakes wrack and algae collection 

program, Council’s beach maintenance activities and Coastal Lagoon openings as well as The 

Entrance Channel works. 

 

Report 

 

Wrack and Algae Collection 

 

Wrack and algae collection includes the requirement to improve public amenity of the 

shoreline, maintain and enhance the health of the lake ecosystem, and reduce social impact 

of wrack and algae on public and private foreshores in the Tuggerah Lakes. Central Coast 

Item No: 2.1  

Title: Update on Coastal Management (Standing Agenda 

Item) 
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Council’s wrack and algae collection is primarily undertaken by Australian Environmental 

Services under contract until 29 August 2024. Council staff also assist by removing wrack and 

algae from drying pads and transporting to Council’s Green Waste facility. A total of 3367m3 

of material has been collected during 2023/24 up to January 2024, compared to the KPI year 

to date target of 2917m3 based on a 5000m3 yearly total. A presentation will be provided to 

the Committee showing the annual cumulative volume of wrack removed by month from 

2013/14 to present.  

 

Beach Maintenance activities and Coastal Lagoon Openings 

 

Council continues to clean and maintain all high-profile beaches via a mechanical beach rake 

and manual hand picking two to three times per week concentrating around patrolled 

swimming areas and beach access points. Additional beach cleans were undertaken at high-

profile beaches during the Christmas and New Year holiday period. 

 

The Central Coast’s four coastal lagoon systems (Wamberal, Terrigal, Avoca and Cockrone) 

are a significant geographic feature of the region. They are a highly valued natural resource 

and support a network of significant ecological communities as well as a diverse range of 

recreational uses. Council intervenes to open these lagoons when water levels reach a trigger 

level and when the lagoons are closed to reduce the risk of flooding.  

 

Council opened Terrigal lagoon on 16 February 2024 due to the water level reaching the 

triggers level for mechanical opening of 1.23m. When the trigger level was reached there was 

a delay in notification of triggers due to a telemetry failure during the event. This would not 

have resulted in earlier intervention as triggers were met at 12 am, and for public safety 

reasons, staff try to time lagoon openings in the evening when there is less likelihood of 

impacts on public beach users.  

 

The Entrance Channel Works 

 

Council hosted an on-site inspection of The Entrance Channel on Monday 12 February 2024 

for members of the Catchment to Coast Committee, Council’s Administrator and Director of 

Environment and Planning and the Member for The Entrance, and inspected the critically 

endangered migratory Little Tern nesting area and discussed previous dredging and berm 

management programs, as well the planned works at The Entrance Channel. 

 

Council carried out pre-emptive flood mitigation works on 20 February 2024 at The Entrance 

Channel, following the earlier removal of the Little Tern fencing, strategically excavating sand 

from the lake side of the sand berm and to the north of the rock shelf to form a pilot channel, 

in accordance with Council’s Interim Entrance Management Procedure. The four-day works 

program assisted in flood mitigation works, reducing the volume and time required to 

transfer sand from the sand spit should they be required during a severe weather event.  

 

Birds observed by Committee members during the site inspection which were thought to be 

Little Terns, have since been confirmed as Red Capped Plovers which are classified as secure, 

and not in the same critically endangered status as the Little Tern. The Little Terns have flown 
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to the northern hemisphere for the winter and were not present during the works. A 

presentation will be provided to the Committee.  

 

Consultation 

 

Consultation in relation to the wrack and algae collection program has been undertaken with 

users of the Tuggerah Lakes estuary including the local residents and community 

organisations, as well as relevant NSW Government agencies. 

 

Consultation in relation to The Entrance Channel works has been undertaken with members 

of the Catchment to Coast Committee, general community as well as relevant NSW 

Government agencies. 

 

Financial Considerations 

 

The recommendations of this report do not have any material financial implications for 

Council. The programs described in the report are included in Council’s adopted 2023-2024 

budget. 

 

Link to Community Strategic Plan 

 

Theme 3: Green 

 

Choose Focus Area 

G-F1: Protect our rich environmental heritage by conserving beaches, waterways, bushland, 

wildlife corridors and inland areas, and the diversity of local native species. 

 

Risk Management 

 

There are no material risks arising from the recommendations of this report. 

 

Options 

 

The report is for the information of the Committee only. No alternative options are provided.  

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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Reference: F2021/00832 - D16058736 

Author: Ben Fullagar, Section Manager Catchments to Coast   

Manager: Luke Sulkowski, Unit Manager. Environmental Management   

Executive: Alice Howe, Director Environment and Planning   
 

Recommendation 

 

That the Committee note the report. 

 

Report purpose 

 

To provide an update on Council’s coastal and estuary management activities and 

programs.  

 

Executive Summary 

 

The report outlines Council’s progress on the following: 

 

• Coastal Management Programs update (CMPs) 

 

• Open Coast CMP detailed update 

 

• Wamberal Beach coastal protection works development application  

 

• Update on works in Terrigal and Lagoon catchments (action 13). 

 

• Investigation of hydrocarbon contamination – Long Jetty drain LJ19 (action 40) 

 
 

Update on Coastal Management Programs (CMPs) 

 

An update on progress for the following CMPs will be presented during the committee 

meeting: 

 

• Hawkesbury Nepean CMP (with five other partner councils); 

 

• Open Coast CMP; 

 

Item No: 2.2  

Title: Update on Coastal and Estuary Management 

(Standing Agenda Item) 
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• Coastal Lagoons CMP; 

 

• Tuggerah Lakes CMP; and  

 

• Lake Macquarie CMP (with Lake Macquarie City Council). 

 

Open Coast CMP 

 

Council is focusing on the completion of the Open Coast CMP by the middle of 2024 to 

lodge for certification with the NSW Minister for the Environment.  A detailed update of the 

recent community engagement and program will be presented including:  

 

• Updates to the Your Voice Our Coast page,  

 

• The social pinpoint page where the community can leave comments on the 

interactive map,  

 

• The completion of 6 community pop up events and 2 target consultation 

sessions, and 

 

• Program of communication and engagement activities planned for the remainder 

of Stage 3 and 4. 

 

 

Wamberal Beach coastal protection works development application  

 

Council’s staff who are responsible for the Council-owned and managed lands at Wamberal 

are continuing to work alongside landowners as co-applicants and progressing work with 

consultants to prepare a development application for coastal protection works. 

 

Probity arrangements are in place to manage potential conflicts between Council exercising 

its responsibilities as a landowner and Council exercising its role as a planning authority. This 

includes establishment of a firewall between staff exercising various roles in the process and 

independent determination of the DA by the Hunter Central Coast Regional Planning Panel.  

 

Council has recently updated the website to include detailed FAQs to help provide further 

information for the community on the development application and assessment process. See 

https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/coastlines/coastal-zone-

management/coastal-erosion  

 

 

 

https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/coastlines/coastal-zone-management/coastal-erosion
https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/environment/coastlines/coastal-zone-management/coastal-erosion
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Update from Water and Sewer on works in Terrigal and Lagoon catchments (action 13) 

 

Council continues to assess and repair/reline sewer infrastructure in the Terrigal Beach and 

Coastal Lagoons catchments. An update on the latest inspection and relining statistics will be 

presented at the Committee meeting.  

 

Investigation of hydrocarbon contamination – Long Jetty drain LJ19 (action 40, 43, 44) 

 

Council has taken water samples for the purpose of ‘finger print’ analysis to help determine a 

potential source of hydrocarbon contamination of groundwater at Long Jetty. Council is 

awaiting the results of the testing and will provide an update at the committee meeting.  

Council’s compliance staff are also initiated an investigation of the diesel pump which was 

out of service and wrapped up in black plastic on the corner of Elsiemer St and Central Coast 

Highway Long Jetty.  

 

Financial Considerations 

 

At its meeting held 19 October 2020, Council resolved the following: 

 

1108/20 That any motions put before Council for the remainder of this term of Council 

that have financial implications require the Chief Executive Officer to provide 

a report on how those additional costs will be met. 

 

The following statement is provided in response to this resolution of Council. 

 

This report is provided as information to members of the Committee and does not contain 

any material financial implications.  The programs described in this update are included in 

Council’s adopted 2023-2024 budget. 

 

Link to Community Strategic Plan 

 

Theme 3: Green 

 

Choose Focus Area 

G-E2: Improve water quality for beaches, lakes and waterways by minimising pollutants and 

preventing litter entering our waterways. 

 

Risk Management 

 

There are no material risks associated with the report. Risks associated with individual 

projects described in the report are addressed as part of the management of those projects. 
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Options 

 

This report is for information only. There are no relevant options. 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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Reference: F2021/00832 - D16058744 

Author: Peter Sheath, Unit Manager, Environmental Management   

Manager: Luke Sulkowski, Director Environment and Planning (Acting)   

Executive: Luke Sulkowski, Director Environment and Planning (Acting)   
 

Recommendation 

 

That the Committee note the report.  

 

Report purpose 

 

To provide an update on the following flood and stormwater management activities: 
 

1. Update on Flood Policy and Planning Instruments (Action 14/21) 
2. Status of Flood Projects 
3. Flood grant opportunities 2024/25 
4. Terrigal Lagoon Flooding from Oceanic Inundation (Action 45/46) 

 
 

Report 

 

1. Update on Flood Policy and Planning Instruments (Action 14/21) 
 

Council continues to work through appropriate application of the changes brought about by 

the: 

• NSW Flood Risk Management Manual and associated guidelines 
• Draft NSW Shelter in Place Guideline 
• New LEP clause 5.22 
• Consideration of climate change 
• The need to update and consolidate Council’s Development Control Plan flood 

chapter. 
• The need to appropriately consider climate change for future development and 

infrastructure. 
 

On 1 March 2024 the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure released 

Planning Circular PS 24-001 Update on addressing flood risk in planning decisions. Council staff 

are still considering the impact of the new circular. There is of note what seems to be a new 

concept that is recommended in the assessment of Development Applications and Planning 

Proposals: “flood risk profile”. Council’s, as the consent authority, are being asked to consider 

issues including: “whether the proposal provides for safe occupation and efficient and effective 
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evacuation in flood events and how it is to be achieved” and “any known evacuation constraints 

such as the flood emergency response classification for the area and available warning times 

(including rate of rise and when the evacuation route is cut off by floodwater).” 

 

Relevant status of issues currently being resolved: 
 

• LEP clause 5.22: Council is seeking legal advice on the application of LEP clause 5.22. 
To date we have conflicting advice on the intent of the new 5.22(2b) clause, which 
relates to applying more stringent planning controls beyond the Flood Planning Area 
to land uses that are not on the sensitive and hazardous list. Council needs to be 
satisfied about safe occupation, efficient evacuation, and measures to manage risk to 
life in the event of a flood. The question being how Council is to decide if a parcel of 
land warrants the more stringent planning controls, how to map such lands, and how 
to flag this on Planning Certificates. 

• Consideration of climate change: increased rainfall intensities associated with climate 
change has the potential to increase peak volumes of flooding. The corresponding 
increases in flood levels vary depending on location. Council has mapping for this in 
limited areas. Adoption of a minimum allowance to account for increased rainfall 
intensity is being considered as a first step as part of the calculation of a minimum 
habitable floor level at a particular location. 

• Consideration of how to assess high flood islands and high trapped perimeter areas: 
the need to specifically consider the risk in these areas has been prompted by the 
updated NSW Flood Risk Management Manual and guidelines (2023) and the recent 
Planning Circular discussed above. The issue is that such areas are not likely to be 
subject to flood related development controls as stated on Planning Certificates. 
Conversations are being held with representatives from NSW Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environmental and Water, and NSW Department of Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure on how to resolve this conundrum. 
 

2. Status of Flood Projects 
 
An up-to-date presentation of project status will be provided at the meeting. 

 

The Narara Creek Floodplain Risk Management Plan final report has not yet been delivered 

and so a presentation has been deferred to the next Coast to Catchment Committee meeting 

in June 2024. 

 
 

3. Flood Grant opportunities 2024/25 
 

The NSW Flood Recovery and Resilience Grant Program was open for submissions until 13 

March 2024. Council had planned to apply for the Chittaway Point Climate Change Adaptation 

Plan project, for which we have already been unsuccessful on two occasions. However, we were 

advised that this grant scheme was only available for physical works, so the project would not 

comply. 

 

The annual NSW Floodplain Management Program grant scheme for 24/25 is expected to open 

soon. Council is preparing to seek funding for: 
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• Wagstaffe to Daleys Point Overland Flood Study 
• Mangrove Creek and Mooney Mooney Creek Flood Study 

 

Council is presently working on many projects under several grant funding schemes, as there 

had been many more funding opportunities resulting from the flooding in NSW during 2022. 

These include: the annual NSW Floodplain Management Program, two rounds of the Local 

Government Recovery Grants Program, the Australian Government’s Disaster Ready Fund. The 

project management resourcing capacity to deliver will need to be considered associated with 

each funding opportunity. 

 

 

 

4. Terrigal Lagoon Flooding from Oceanic Inundation (Action 45/46) 
 
In the December 2023 Committee Meeting a question was raised in General Business about 

current understanding of the impact of oceanic inundation in Terrigal Lagoon and how critical 

the condition of the lagoon entrance is to peak flood levels. 

 

A presentation will be provided at the Committee meeting to answer the question, using flood 

simulation information taken from Council’s Coastal Lagoon Catchments Overland Flood Study, 

which was completed by Manly Hydraulics Laboratory in November 2020. 

 

The study included sensitivity analysis simulations for only the 1% AEP (1 in 100) flood event. 

In this event the level of the berm level of the entrance has no material impact on the peak 

flood levels in Terrigal Lagoon. There may be some impacts for more frequent events, which 

would be associated with lower peak flood levels, but this has not been simulated. 

 

The reason that the 1% AEP simulation shows no material difference in peak flood level in the 

lagoon regardless of berm level is due to the high ocean tide levels used in the simulation. The 

peak ocean tide level in the simulation (2.55mAHD) exceeded the height of all the berm level 

options, given that the Terrigal Lagoon sand berm is typically much lower than that for the 

other coastal lagoons. Note that the tide levels for the simulation were taken from the NSW 

Flood Risk Management Guide: Modelling the Interaction of Catchment Flooding and Oceanic 

Inundation in Coastal Waterways. 

 

The flood study report provides discussion on these results: “Terrigal Lagoon has a relatively 

low managed berm level and changes in tailwater level would have significant impact on the 

lagoon level as elevated ocean levels would flow into the lagoon. This identifies a significant 

potential issue with flooding becoming more common in Terrigal with rising sea level.” 

 

Financial Considerations 

 

At its meeting held 19 October 2020, Council resolved the following: 
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1108/20 That any motions put before Council for the remainder of this term of Council 

that have financial implications require the Chief Executive Officer to provide 

a report on how those additional costs will be met. 

 

The following statement is provided in response to this resolution of Council. 

 

This report is provided as information to members of the committee and does not contain 

any financial implications.  The programs it describes are included in Council’s adopted 2022-

2023 budget. 

 

 

 

 

Link to Community Strategic Plan 

 

Theme 4: Responsible 

 

Choose Focus Area 

G-F4: Address climate change and its impacts through collaborative strategic planning and 

responsible land management and consider targets and actions. 

 

 

Risk Management 

 

There are no material risks arising from the recommendations of this report. 

 

Options 

 

The report is for the information of the committee only. No alternative options are provided. 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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2.4 COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
  
 

Presenter: Merindah Overall 
 
 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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2.5 REVIEW OF THE CENTRAL COAST WATERWAYS REPORT CARD 2022/23 
  
 

Presenter: Mike Campbell 
 
 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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2.6 MIDO PRESENTATION - ETTALONG DREDGING PROJECT 
  
 

Presenters: David Hopper 
 
 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 
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2.7 GENERAL BUSINESS 
  
 

Presenter: ALL 
 
 

 

Attachments 

 

Nil. 


