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Central Coast Council P: 1300 463 954   E: ask@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au  W: centralcoast.nsw.gov.au 
Wyong: 2 Hely St / PO Box 20, Wyong NSW 2259 Gosford: 49 Mann St / PO Box 21, Gosford NSW 2250 

Date: 5 October 2021 
Time: 1.06pm – 1.52pm  
Location: Microsoft Teams 
Chairperson: Gary Chestnut 
Coordinator: Edward Hock, Unit Manager Governance and Legal Counsel 

Attendance 

Members: Status: 
Gary Chestnut Present 
Joy Cooper Present 
Barbara Wills Present 
David Farmer, Chief Executive Officer Present (arrived 1.10pm) 
  
Staff:  
Peter Correy, Unit Manager Finance Present 
Edward Hock, Unit Manager Governance and Legal Counsel Present 
Luke Sulkowski, Unit Manager Environmental Management Present 
Larry Melican, Section Manager Natural Assets and Biodiversity Present 
Kelly Drover, Meeting Support Officer Present 

 

1 Introduction            

Gary Chestnut was requested by the Committee to Chair the meeting. The Chairperson welcomed the 
Committee and completed an Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
It was noted there were no apologies received for the meeting.  
 
Edward Hock introduced himself to the Committee.   
 
The Chairperson called for any disclosures of interest. The following disclosure was received: 
 
Gary Chestnut declared a significant non-pecuniary interest for Item 4 regarding grant applications as 
he is a member of the CEN Executive.  Gary did not partake in any discussion for this item and Edward 
Hock acted as Chairperson for the duration.   

mailto:ask@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au
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2 Previous business          

The Committee confirmed the minutes from the previous meeting as noted below, which were 
distributed to members via email and uploaded to Council’s website:  
 

• Protection of the Environment Trust Management Committee meeting held 1 July 2021 
 
The action log was reviewed with updates recorded (see page 6). 
 

3 Request for Comms advice (action 107)      

Edward Hock (Unit Manager Governance and Legal Counsel) advised at the 14 September 2021 
Ordinary Meeting, Council resolved, in part: 
 
That Council as Trustee approve release of up to $200 from funds held in the Trust to Central Coast 
Council, for purchase of geo-targeting ads on Facebook to promote the Trust with regard to local 
projects funded.   
 
It was noted that whilst the funds have been allocated, we don’t currently have the internal expertise 
for someone to take on this targeted advertising.  A plan needs to be developed to either increase the 
expertise to achieve the greatest affect or identify the most efficient and effective way to allocate 
those funds to an external source to undertake the geo-targeting advertisements.   
 
The Committee suggested that this targeted marketing is something anyone can do and expressed 
concerns that the Committee made this recommendation back in July and it still hasn’t progressed.   
 
Action: Unit Manager Governance and Legal Counsel to liaise with Comms and provide an update at 
the next meeting on geo-targeting ads on Facebook to promote the Trust with regard to local 
projects funded.   
 

4 Grants program (standing agenda item)       

Larry Melican (Section Manager Natural Assets and Biodiversity) provided a grants update to the 
Committee. 
 
PoET Grant Applications Update 
Grants for 21/22 period opened on 1 June 2021 and will close on 31 May 2022. 
 
No applications for 21/22 have been received to date.  
 

https://cdn.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/Council/Meetings_and_minutes/Committee_and_advisory_groups/poetmanagementcommitteeminutes-1july2021_0.pdf
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Council adopted the release of funds for 4 projects on 14 September 2021.   
i. UCSW restoration and management 
ii. Scenic Road Offset Site 
iii. CEN Friends of COSS 
iv. Targeted Facebook promotion 

 
PoET Grant Application Form 
Currently the Protection of the Environment Trust grant application form does not ask if the applicant 
owns the land where a project is proposed to be undertaken, nor if the applicant has been provided 
with written approval from the landowner to undertake the project on land not owned by the 
applicant.  
 
The Protection of the Environment Trust Committee currently may unknowingly recommend the 
funding of a project where landowner approval has not been provided.  Were this to occur it would 
ideally result in the project not proceeding at that location and a variation to the grant application 
being considered by the Trust Committee.  It may also result in a mistaken belief that approval of the 
grant application implies approval to undertake the project on the land nominated regardless of 
tenure.  There is a potential risk of reputational damage to the Trust.  
 
Action: The Protection of the Environment Trust Management Committee endorse the Grant 
Application Form being amended to include a question about the ownership of the land that an 
applicant proposes to deliver an entire, or part of, a potential project on. 
 
Action: The Protection of the Environment Trust Management Committee endorse the Grant 
Application Form being amended to include a requirement for applications to provide written 
landowner approval, including any conditions, for project activities to occur on land not owned by the 
applicant.   
 
Grant application POET005202021 
Grant application POET005202021 received in the 20/21 grant round requested $5,000 for the 
installation of car barriers at Remembrance Drive, Wamberal to prevent damage to vegetation in the 
road reserve.  The Trust Committee considered the application at its meeting of 1 July 2021.  The 
information provided did not allow for a decision to be made during the meeting.  Following the 
meeting contact was made with the applicant, who provided additional information about the site, 
including the exact location for the proposed car barriers.  This information was provided to the 
community representatives considering the application.  Feedback from the two committee members 
was that they did not recommend funding of the application for reasons including: 
   

1. It appears there has already been plantings in the area and a mesh fencing has been erected 
to protect the area. 
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2. The area on the right as you drive into the street, which was mentioned for barriers, is in fact a 
driveway for the house on the corner. It is not clear if this is a 'bush site' or a footpath. 

3. The barriers to stop cars driving too far off the road would presumably be a Council 
responsibility. 

4. Private residents may not be permitted so close to waterways to undertake bushcare. 
 
Action: The Protection of the Environment Trust Management Committee do not support funding 
being provided by the Trust for road barriers at Remembrance Drive Wamberal (grant application 
POET005202021). 
 
Action: The Protection of the Environment Trust Management Committee recommend that the 
request for road barriers at Remembrance Drive Wamberal be referred to Council’s Infrastructure 
Services Directorate for consideration.   
 

5 Update from Finance (standing agenda item)      

Peter Correy (Unit Manager Finance) provided an update on the Trust income statement that was 
circulated to members with the agenda.   
 
The funding for 4 projects that were endorsed by Council at the 14 September 2021 Ordinary Council 
Meeting have now been set up in Council’s reporting and will be able to be tracked and reported back 
to the Trust Management Committee on expenditure against those particular actions.   
 

6 General business          

• Concerns were raised over the following discussion point from the 1 July 2021 PoET Meeting: 

Members endorsed the works program proposed for 2021/22 financial year and agreed to revisit the 
15 year plan next financial year, with consideration of endorsing the full program for remaining 
years.  

The Committee noted that the program should be ‘reviewed’ in 2022 rather than approved.   

• The Committee discussed the grant funding program which is open all year round (in previous 
years there has been a set time the grants program is open).  It was suggested that perhaps we 
aren’t getting as many applications as we have in the past because there is no set time period for 
grant applications.  A media release may be of benefit to inform the community that the grants 
program is still open.   

It was recommended that analysis of the data be undertaken to determine whether it is actually 
the case that grant applications have significantly reduced since the program changed to a 12 
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month rolling cycle.  The Committee will then be able to decide whether to revert back to a set 
time period for the grants program moving forward.   

Action: Environmental Management Staff to review grants received over the past 3 years and 
report back to the next meeting.   

• It was noted that the Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland report provided at the 1 July 2021 
meeting was not annexed to the minutes and not easily accessible for members of the public to 
access.   

The Committee suggested a press release to let the community know about what is happening on 
the Peninsula.  Staff advised that works are due to commence early 2022 and a media release will 
be sent to tie in with works commencing.   

Council will be engaging a bush regeneration company who will provide reports which will be 
relayed back to the Committee along with any other updates or information as it becomes 
available e.g. before/after photos. 

Action: The Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland report provided at the 1 July 2021 meeting to be 
attached to the minutes of the 5 October 2021 Protection of the Environment Trust Management 
Committee Meeting.   

 

10 Close 

Next meeting: Wednesday 24 November 2021 
1pm – 2pm 
Microsoft Teams  
 

 
Meeting closed at 1.52pm 
 
Minutes approved by the Coordinator and Chairperson on 8 October 2021. 
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Action 
Number   

Meeting 
Date   

Action   Responsible 
Party   

Action Update   Status   

102 1/07/2021 That Council as Trustee approve release of $41,730 
from funds held in the Trust for Umina Coastal 
Sandplain Woodland to Central Coast Council, for the 
endorsed works in the 2021-22 financial year. 

Unit Manager 
Governance and 
Risk 

Endorsed by Council at the 14 September 
2021 Ordinary Meeting. 

Complete 

103 1/07/2021 10 Year Plan for Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland 
to be revisited at applicable meeting in 2022. 

Section 
Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

On hold until 2022 Pending 

104 1/07/2021 That Council as Trustee approve release of $9,000 
from funds held in the Trust for Scenic Road Bushland 
Reserve Offset Area to Central Coast Council, for the 
endorsed works in the 2021-22 financial year. 

Unit Manager 
Governance and 
Risk 

Endorsed by Council at the 14 September 
2021 Ordinary Meeting. 

Complete 

105 1/07/2021 15 Year Plan for Scenic Road Bushland Reserve Offset 
Area to be revisited at applicable meeting in 2022. 

Section 
Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

On hold until 2022 Pending 

106 1/07/2021 That Council as Trustee approve release of up to $200 
from funds held in the Trust to Central Coast Council, 
for purchase of geo-targeting ads on Facebook to 
promote the Trust with regard to local projects 
funded. 

Unit Manager 
Governance and 
Risk 

Endorsed by Council at the 14 September 
2021 Ordinary Meeting. 

Complete 
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Action 
Number   

Meeting 
Date   

Action   Responsible 
Party   

Action Update   Status   

107 1/07/2021 Communications staff to attend next meeting to 
discuss opportunities for promoting the Trust 
including media releases about projects funded, 
encouraging ongoing philanthropic support through 
donations, and geo-targeting ads on Facebook. 

Section 
Manager 
Communication 
and 
Engagement 

Ed Hock discussed at 5 October 2021 
meeting and a further update will be 
provided at the next meeting. 

Pending 

108 1/07/2021 The Committee recommend that Council as Trustee 
approve release of funds for the amount of $15,640 
held in the Trust to the Community Environment 
Network for their Friends of COSS Workshop Series 
(grant application number POET004202021). 

Unit Manager 
Governance and 
Risk 

Endorsed by Council at the 14 September 
2021 Ordinary Meeting. 

Complete 

109 1/07/2021 Staff to provide further information on first grant 
application to members via email so decision can be 
made offline. Members will review site locations 
themselves. 

Section 
Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

Following the meeting contact was made 
with the applicant, who provided 
additional information about the site, 
including the exact location for the 
proposed car barriers.  This information 
was provided to the community 
representatives considering the 
application.  Feedback from the two 
committee members was that they did not 
recommend funding of the application 
(see minutes for further details). 

Complete 
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Action 
Number   

Meeting 
Date   

Action   Responsible 
Party   

Action Update   Status   

110 1/07/2021 Staff to review previous Trust income statements and 
consider how to best present data moving forward for 
ease of understanding. 

Unit Manager 
Finance  

UM Finance confirmed statements are 
consistent with info previously requested. 

Complete 

111 1/07/2021 Staff to investigate funds allocated for Veron Road 
development that did not proceed and provide 
update at next meeting. 

Unit Manager 
Finance 

Information circulated to members via 
email 15 July 2021. 

Complete 

112 5/10/2021 Unit Manager Governance and Legal Counsel to liaise 
with Comms and provide an update at the next 
meeting on geo-targeting ads on Facebook to 
promote the Trust with regard to local projects 
funded. 

Unit Manager 
Governance and 
Legal Counsel 

 Pending 

113 5/10/2021 The Protection of the Environment Trust Management 
Committee endorse the Grant Application Form being 
amended to include a question about the ownership 
of the land that an applicant proposes to deliver an 
entire, or part of, a potential project on. 

Section Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

 Pending 

114 5/10/2021 The Protection of the Environment Trust Management 
Committee endorse the Grant Application Form being 
amended to include a requirement for applications to 
provide written landowner approval, including any 
conditions, for project activities to occur on land not 
owned by the applicant.   

Section Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

 Pending 
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Action 
Number   

Meeting 
Date   

Action   Responsible 
Party   

Action Update   Status   

115 5/10/2021 The Protection of the Environment Trust Management 
Committee do not support funding being provided by 
the Trust for road barriers at Remembrance Drive 
Wamberal (grant application POET005202021). 

The Committee  Complete 

116 5/10/2021 The Protection of the Environment Trust Management 
Committee recommend that the request for road 
barriers at Remembrance Drive Wamberal be referred 
to Council’s Infrastructure Services Directorate for 
consideration.   

Section Manager 
Natural Assets 
and Biodiversity 

 Pending 

117 5/10/2021 Environmental Management Staff to review grants 
received over the past 3 years and report back to the 
next meeting.   

Unit Manager 
Environmental 
Management 

 Pending 

118 5/10/2021 The Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland report 
provided at the 1 July 2021 meeting to be attached to 
the minutes of the 5 October 2021 Protection of the 
Environment Trust Management Committee Meeting.   

Meeting Support 
Officer 

Report included in 5 October 2021 
minutes. 

Complete 
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