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Meeting Notice 
 

The Extraordinary Council Meeting  
of Central Coast Council 

will be held in the Council Chamber,  
Level 1, 49 Mann Street, Gosford on 

  Wednesday 2 December 2020 at 3.00 pm, 
for the transaction of the business listed below: 

 
 

 
1 PROCEDURAL ITEMS 

1.1 Disclosure of Interest ........................................................................................................ 4  
2 ADMINISTRATOR MINUTE 

2.1 Administrator's Minute - 30 Day Report and 2020-21 Q1 Business Report ..................... 6   
 
 
 
Rik Hart 
Acting Chief Executive Officer
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Reference: F2020/00039 - D14363120 
 

Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act 1993 (“LG Act”) regulates the way in which the 
councillors and relevant staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public functions. 
 
Section 451 of the LG Act states: 
 

“(1) A councillor or a member of a council committee who has a pecuniary interest in 
any matter with which the council is concerned and who is present at a meeting of 
the council or committee at which the matter is being considered must disclose the 
nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable.  

 
(2) The councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the 

council or committee:  
 

(a) at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the 
council or committee, or  

(b) at any time during which the council or committee is voting on any question 
in relation to the matter.  

 
(3) For the removal of doubt, a councillor or a member of a council committee is not 

prevented by this section from being present at and taking part in a meeting at 
which a matter is being considered, or from voting on the matter, merely because 
the councillor or member has an interest in the matter of a kind referred to in 
section 448.  

 
(4) Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply to a councillor who has a pecuniary interest 

in a matter that is being considered at a meeting, if:  
 

(a) the matter is a proposal relating to:  
 

(i) the making of a principal environmental planning instrument applying 
to the whole or a significant part of the council’s area, or  

 
(ii) the amendment, alteration or repeal of an environmental planning 

instrument where the amendment, alteration or repeal applies to the 
whole or a significant part of the council’s area, and  

 

Item No: 1.1  

Title: Disclosure of Interest  

Department: Governance  
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(a1) the pecuniary interest arises only because of an interest of the councillor in 
the councillor’s principal place of residence or an interest of another person 
(whose interests are relevant under section 443) in that person’s principal 
place of residence, and  

 
(b) the councillor made a special disclosure under this section in relation to the 

interest before the commencement of the meeting.  
 

(5) The special disclosure of the pecuniary interest must, as soon as practicable after 
the disclosure is made, be laid on the table at a meeting of the council and must:  

 
(a) be in the form prescribed by the regulations, and  
(b) contain the information required by the regulations.” 

 
Further, the Code of Conduct adopted by Council applies to all councillors and staff.  The 
Code relevantly provides that if a councillor or staff have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, 
the nature of the conflict must be disclosed as well as providing for a number of ways in 
which a non-pecuniary conflicts of interests might be managed. 
 

 
Governance Recommendation 
 
That the Administrator and staff now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters under 
consideration by Council at this meeting. 
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Reference: F2020/00039 - D14378026 
Author: Dick Persson, AM, Interim Administrator   
 
At the request of the Minister for Local Government, as part of my appointment as Interim 
Administrator, I was to deliver a 30 Day report into the Central Coast Council’s financial 
situation.  
 
Subsequently, as information continues to evolve, along with ongoing investigations, this 
30 Day report will be an interim report with a final report to follow.  
 
At the meeting held 30 November 2020, I noted that the 2020-21 Q1 Business Report for 
Central Coast Council had been completed by 30 November 2020 as required and would 
be issued on Wednesday, 2 December 2020.  That report is now provided as an attachment 
to this Administrator’s Minute. 
 
I have read contents of the report and the recommendation from the Director, Innovation 
to note the Q1 Business report on progress against the 2021-21 Operational Plan.   
 
I have also read the Quarterly Budget Review Statement and the recommendations from 
the Chief Financial Officer. As a result, I will be noting the opinion of the Responsible 
Accounting Officer that the Quarterly Budget Review Statement for Central Coast Council 
for the quarter ended 30 September 2020 indicates that Council’s projected financial 
position at 30 June 2021 will be unsatisfactory at year end because the forecast year-end 
consolidated operating result before capital amounts for Council is a loss of $115.1M. The 
loss of $115.1M includes $45M of one-off structural costs. As set out in the report, Council 
is undertaking the following remedial actions: structural reduction in operating 
expenditure, seeking special rate variation approval from the Independent Pricing and 
Regulatory Tribunal, reducing capital expenditure, seeking bank loans, generating 
additional income and selling underperforming assets. 
 
Having considered the report, I will approve the proposed budget amendments included in 
the Central Coast Council’s Q1 Business Report for 2020-21. 
 

 
I formally move: 
 
1 That Council note the tabling of the Administrator’s 30-Day Interim Report. 
 

Item No: 2.1  

Title: Administrator's Minute - 30 Day Report and Q1 
Business Report 

 

Department: Administrator  
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2 That Council note the Administrator has today provided a copy of the report to the 
Minister for Local Government, Ms Shelley Hancock and the Deputy Secretary, Local 
Government, Planning and Policy, Mr Tim Hurst.  

 
3 That Council receive Central Coast Council’s Q1 Business Report on progress against 

Central Coast Council’s 2020-21 Operational Plan.  
 
4 That Council note that it is the opinion of the Responsible Accounting Officer that the 

Quarterly Budget Review Statement for Central Coast Council for the quarter ended 30 
September 2020 indicates that Council’s projected financial position at 30 June 2021 will 
be unsatisfactory at year end because the forecast year-end consolidated operating result 
before capital amounts for Council is a loss of $115.1M. The loss of $115.1M includes 
$45M of one-off structural costs. Council is undertaking the following remedial actions: 
structural reduction in operating expenditure, seeking special rate variation approval 
from the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal, reducing capital expenditure, 
seeking bank loans, generating additional income and selling underperforming assets. 

 
5 That Council approve the proposed budget amendments included in Central Coast 

Council’s Q1 Business Report for 2020-21. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
1  Administrator's 30 Day Report   
2  2020-21 Q1 Business Report and Attachments   
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