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Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend that Council: 
 
• Defer consideration of submissions and adoption of the Operational Plan 2020-21 

until the meeting of Council on 27 July 2020  
• Continue to operate under the Operational Plan 2019-20, until such time as the 

Operational Plan 2020-21 is adopted in July 2020 
• Approve the Grant Funded projects as outlined in Attachment 5 to commence from 

1 July 2020 
• Adopt the Fees and Charges for 2020-21 as per Attachment 1 

 
 
Recommendation 
 
1 That Council consider submissions and final adoption of the Operational Plan 

2020-21, at the meeting of Council to be held on 27 July 2020. 
 

2 That Council continue to operate under the Operational Plan 2019-20, until such 
time as the Operational Plan 2020-21 is adopted in July 2020. 

 
3 That Council approve the Grant Funded projects to commence from 1 July 2020 as 

per Attachment 5. 
 

4 That Council note the proposed amendments to draft Fees and Charges 2020-21 as 
outlined in Attachment 2, Attachment 3 and Attachment 4. 

 
5 That Council adopt the Fees and Charges 2020-21 as per Attachment 1. 
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Context 
 
In April 2020 due to extenuating circumstances being faced during the COVID-19 emergency, 
the Minister for Local Government announced a number of amendments to the Local 
Government (General) Regulations 2005. The amendments included the provision of cl. 413F 
to adopt an Operational Plan for 2020-21 financial year by 31 July 2020 rather than by the 
30 June 2020.  
 
Further information was issued by the Office of Local Government in May with advice 
provided to those Councils who wish to take up the additional time would continue to 
operate under the Operational Plan 2019-20, until such time as the draft Operational Plan 
2020-21 is adopted in July. 
 
During April, Central Coast Council also placed its draft Operational Plan 2020-21 and draft 
Fees and Charges 2020-21 on exhibition. As the COVID-19 pandemic was being realised, 
further work was undertaken to understand the economic impacts of COVID-19 and the 
ability to deliver to the Central Coast community. 
 
At its meeting on 9 June 2020 Council resolved to conduct an Extraordinary Meeting on 29 
June 2020 to consider submission and adoption of the draft Operational Plan 2020-21. To 
ensure Council considers all aspects of COVID-19 on the budget, it is necessary to defer 
consideration of submissions and adoption of the Operational Plan 2020-21 until the 
meeting of Council on 27 July 2020.  
 
Whilst it is considered necessary to defer the adoption of the Operational Plan 2020-21, the 
Fees and Charges for 2020-21 aren’t impacted by this and are proposed for adoption.  
 
In addition, to ensure funding agreements are adhered to and milestones are met, there are 
20 Grant Funded projects that are recommended to commence from 1 July 2020. 
 
Current Status 
 
Proposal  
 
Based on the further work undertaken to understand the true impact of COVID-19 and the 
ability to deliver to the Central Coast community it is proposed that: 
 
• Council defers consideration of submissions and adoption of the draft Operational Plan 

2020-21 until the meeting of Council on 27 July 2020. This will allow for all aspects of 
the COVID-19 impacts on the budget to be reviewed and considered.  

 
• Council, in accordance with the direction from the OLG, continues to operate under the 

Operational Plan 2019-20. Once adopted, the Operational Plan 2020-21 will 
immediately come into effect. 
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• Council approve the Grant Funded projects to commence from 1 July 2020 as per 
Attachment 5 

 
• Council adopts the Fees and Charges 2020-21 as per Attachment 1. 

 
Fees and Charges 
 
The draft Fees and Charges 2020-21 were exhibited as part of the draft Operational Plan 
2020-21 from Tuesday 31 March 2020 to Monday 4 May 2020. During the exhibition period 
100 submissions were received, with 26 of these submissions relating to the draft Fees and 
Charges 2020-21 (the remaining submissions will be considered as part of the adoption of 
the Operational Plan 2020-21). 
 
The 26 submissions all related to the one fee – Gosford City Car Park. As a result of these 
submissions it is recommended that the following be amended:  
 
• Gosford City Car Park - permanent parking space for Levels 1 to 5 remain as per 2019-

20 rates (Level 1 at $120 and Levels 2 to 5 at $86 per month). Refer to Attachment 2 for 
details. 

 
As a result of regulatory updates and minor wording changes to descriptions it is also 
recommended that the following Fees and Charges be amended:  
 
• Water, Sewer and Stormwater Management Fees and Charges - The draft water, 

sewerage and stormwater drainage fees and charges placed on public exhibition were 
calculated using an estimated CPI multiplier of 1.9%, as the CPI for the March 2020 
quarter had not been released at the time the draft Operational Plan was developed. 
The actual CPI multiplier of 2.2% was released at the end of April 2020 by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics and has been used in the calculation of the final water, sewerage 
and stormwater drainage fees and charges for the 2020-21 charging year which is in 
line with IPART requirements. 
 

• EPA Waste Levy component of Waste and Recycling Fees – the NSW State 
Government Environment and Protection Authority advised that the regulated Waste 
levy for 2020-21 is $146.00 per tonne. The draft fees and charges document referenced 
the rate for 2019-20 as the 2020-21 rate had not been announced at the time the draft 
Operational Plan was developed. The levy amount is increasing from $143.60 per tonne. 
This change will have no impact on the amount of Waste fees proposed to be charged 
in 2020-21 as a CPI increase had been factored into the draft 2020-21 pricing. 
 

• Introduction of annual permits for non-desexed cats and dangerous/restricted 
dogs - On 5 June 2020 Council was advised that from 1 July 2020 the NSW 
Government will introduce annual permits for owners of non-desexed cats, restricted 
dog breeds, and dogs declared to be dangerous. This means that owners of cats not 
desexed by four months of age will be required to pay an $80 annual permit in addition 
to their one-off lifetime pet registration fee. Owners of dogs of a restricted breed or 
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declared to be dangerous will be required to pay a $195 annual permit in addition to 
their one-off lifetime pet registration fee. This applies to dogs that are already 
registered.  
 
Annual permits will create a stronger incentive to desex cats, which in turn will improve 
their health and wellbeing, and reduce behaviours such as roaming and aggression. 
 
Improving desexing rates and preventing unwanted litters will also ease the burden on 
pounds and shelters, reduce euthanasia rates, and help to address concerns about feral 
and stray cats and their effect on wildlife. 
 
Placing further control measures on dangerous and restricted dogs will serve as a 
further disincentive to owning high-risk dogs and encourage owners to better manage 
the behaviour of their animal. 
 
As these are statutory fees set by the NSW Government Council is not required to re-
exhibit these new fees.  
 
Refer to Attachment 3 for details. 

 
The following minor typographical changes are proposed to be made to the draft 2020-21 
Fees and Charges: 

 
• Holiday Parks and Patonga Camping Ground – dates for off-peak, shoulder, 

peak and premium peak periods updated to 2020-21 dates. 
 
• Leisure and Lifestyle Sports Court Competition fees – unit of measurement 

incorrectly presented in draft fees and charges as ‘per season’, when should have 
been ‘per session’. Proposed amendment is to change to ‘per session’.  

 
• Companion Animal Fees – minor typographical changes to align to descriptions 

on NSW Pet Registry.  
 
• GST review - the GST status on Council’s Fees and Charges has been reviewed 

and where required the taxable status has been updated to reflect current 
legislation. This resulted in no change to the proposed fee amounts for Fees and 
Charges 2020-21. 

 
Refer to Attachment 4 for details. 

 
The proposed Fees and Charges 2020-21, incorporating the above recommended changes is 
Attachment 1. 
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Grant Funded Projects 
 
To fulfil project commitments and meet funding agreements, it is recommended that the 
projects detailed in Attachment 5 commence from 1 July 2020. These projects were included 
as part of the draft Operational Plan 2020-21 that was exhibited in April and are necessary in 
maintaining and delivering road, drainage and community infrastructure. 
 
Consultation 
 
The draft Fees and Charges 2020-21 were exhibited alongside the draft Operational Plan 
2020-21 from Tuesday 31 March 2020 to Monday 4 May 2020. During the exhibition period 
100 submissions were received, with 26 of these submissions relating to the draft Fees and 
Charges 2020-21. The 26 submissions all related to the one fee – Gosford City Car Park. 
Amendments based on these submissions is included in this report. The remaining 
submissions will be considered as part of the adoption of the Operational Plan 2020-21. 
 
A dedicated workshop was conducted with Councillors on Saturday 13 June 2020. The 
workshop was an opportunity for the Executive Leadership to present information on the 
COVID-19 economic impacts and options to mitigate as a result.  
 
A further workshop is considered necessary and will be an opportunity to provide Councillors 
with further information, ensuring Councillors have sufficient information in order to make an 
informed decision on the Operational Plan 2020-21. This workshop has been nominated by 
Councillors to be conducted on Saturday 4 July 2020.   
 
Options  
 
Council may nominate another date in July to consider submissions and adoption of the 
Operational Plan 2020-21, noting that the adoption will need to comply with cl. 413F of the 
LG Regulations.  
 
Financial Impact 
 
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the impact it has had and will continue to have on the 
economy, the additional time to adopt the Operational Plan will allow Council to carefully 
review and consider all information and act responsibly by proposing a budget that ensures a 
financially sustainable position and is in the best interest of the Central Coast community. 
 
Link to Community Strategic Plan 
 
Theme 4: Responsible 
 
Goal G: Good governance and great partnerships 
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R-G4: Serve the community by providing great customer experience, value for money and 
quality services. 

 
Risk Management 
 
It is considered that providing additional time for Councillors and staff to review the draft 
Operational Plan 2020-21 under the current circumstances mitigates the risk that the 
adopted plan will not take into account the current economic environment. However, it is 
also noted that given the constantly changing circumstances and impacts of COVID-19 this 
risk cannot be eliminated. 
 
Critical Dates or Timeframes 
 
Failure to adopt the Operational Plan 2020-21 by 31 July 2020 will not only be a breach of cl. 
413F of the LG Regulations, but also s. 405 of the Local Government Act. As it is a breach of 
legislation this could mean further consequences imposed by the Minister for Local 
Government. This would also mean that Council would not be able to raise or expend any 
income, deliver services, undertake any infrastructure works or fulfil any other commitments 
to the community.  
 
Attachments 
 
1  Fees and Charges 2020-21.  D14037866 
2  Proposed amendments to 2020-21 Fees and Charges as result of 

submissions. 
 D14037867 

3  Statutory amendments to 2020-21 Fees and Charges.  D14037868 
4  Proposed minor typographical amendments to 2020-21 Fees and 

Charges. 
 D14037869 

5  Grant Funded Projects to Commence from 1 July  D14048749 
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