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The following question was submitted by Councillor Greenaway: 
 
Obstacle Limitation Services Calculations 
 

Would you please provide a copy of how the Obstacle Limitation Services calculations 
were made and confirmation as to how often the weather conditions relied upon to 
derive the OLS figures have been encountered at Warnervale (ie 42 degrees with 980 
HPa) 

 
Notes:  
Due to my unfamiliarity with weather conditions I did approach people with expertise 
around the figures used 
 
The reply is: 
 
A station level pressure of 980hPa would most likely be an indicator that the 
aerodrome was at a higher elevation. Alice Springs and Canberra airports can typically 
record station level pressures of around 940-950hPa, with elevations of 545m and 
575m respectively, and have corresponding MSLP or QNH of around 1000-1010 hPa. A 
station level pressure of 980 hPa would be fairly common place at a aerodrome 
located at approximately 250m above sea level e.g. Somersby Airport. 
 
If your materials specifies that the pressure is to be taken as MSLP these would present 
some very exceptional conditions, and I can't think of a realistic commonplace scenario 
that you would encounter them in. MSLP of 980hPa do occur in the far south e.g. the 
Antarctic circle, but you would be unlikely to encounter them along with 42C 
temperatures. 

 
Response provided by Director Roads Transport Drainage and Waste: 
 
It is not clear what is meant by OLS calculations. The OLS is a set recommended gradient 
and is not dependent on calculations, a 5% gradient is recommended for day operations 
and a 3.3% for night operations. 
 
There were some calculations undertaken by the airport surveyor and aviation advisor to 
determine where to place the temporary displaced thresholds at each end of the runway to 
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accommodate a 5% OLS recommended for day operations. These temporary displaced 
thresholds were implemented on 7 September 2020. 
 
However, the calculation of where to place the displaced threshold does not rely on the 
atmospheric conditions of the airfield (temperature and air pressure) as referenced in the 
question. The calculation of displaced thresholds will depend on the height of any 
obstacles and their distance from the runway, as well as the relative elevation of the 
displaced threshold and the obstacles. 
 
Atmospheric condition data, along with other variables, is used by pilots to determine the 
minimum take off distance required for their aircraft to take off and the minimum landing 
distance for their aircraft to land. In the Council report of 12 August 2019 on the 
Management of the OLS, some information was provided by the Central Coast Aero Club 
based on their worst case scenario conditions and their commonly used aircraft. This was 
provided to Council to provide an indication only of the impact to CCAC operations if 
displaced thresholds were implemented. 
 
Council does not retain any records on historic temperature and air pressure at the 
Warnervale ALA. 
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The following question was submitted by Councillor Greenaway: 
 
Night flying at Warnervale ALA 
 

Given that the State Government WAR Review stated that night flying is currently not 
permitted at Warnervale ALA, why has the Ecologist’s Report stated that it was looking 
at managing trees for the OLS for night flying? 
Councillors Note: 

 

Page 22 of Review of the Warnervale Airport (Restrictions) Act 1996; April 2020 

 
 

page 77 of the Ecologist’s Report relating to Tree Management to the North  
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Response provided by Director Roads Transport Drainage and Waste: 
 
Staff have not been able to locate any reference in the Warnervale Airport (Restrictions) Act 
Review report dated 27 April 2020 which states that night flying is currently not permitted 
at Warnervale Aircraft Landing Area (ALA). 
 
Prior to Council’s decision to close for night operations from 5 October 2020, night flying 
was permitted, but was not practically available for most users, as there is no lighting 
provided by Council for night operations at the airfield. The Central Coast Aero Club 
(CCAC) and Warnervale Air Pty Limited was the exception to this as they used and were 
responsible for putting out their own temporary lighting when they wanted to undertake 
night operations. 
 
As under Civil Aviation Order 29.2, which relates to night flying training, an ALA must be 
certified for night flight training and Warnervale ALA is not. Warnervale Air Pty Limited 
undertook any night flight training by taking off from Warnervale ALA with the qualified 
instructor at the helm, undertaking the night flying training at another certified aerodrome 
and returning to Warnervale ALA again with the qualified instructor at the helm.  
 
All of the above have been superseded by the Council’s decision to close the airfield to 
night operations from 5 October 2020, until the trees can be trimmed to manage the risk 
with respect to the Obstacle Limitation Surface (OLS). 
 
There is and remains a curfew currently in place at the Warnervale ALA that does not 
permit operations between 10:00pm and 6:30am each day. This curfew came into effect in 
July 2019, as it relates to Clause 5 of Part 2 of the Warnervale Airport (Restrictions) Act 
1996 (the WAR Act). 
 
The intention for the management of the trees is to create an Obstacle Limitation Surface 
(OLS) of 3.3% recommended for night operations, so that Warnervale Air Pty Limited can 
return to providing the Night Visual Flight Rules rating, even if this is just to enable to take 
off and land, with the training undertaken elsewhere. 
 
Click here to enter text. 
    Click here to enter text. 
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The following question was submitted by Councillor Gale: 
 
Operational Budget Meetings 
 

Following on from my motion on 24 July 2018, can the CEO advise how often he met 
with ELT to discuss the high level cash flow statements and rolling forecast against 
Operational Budget prior to releasing the Quarterly Budget Review Statements? 

 
The response provided:  
 
The response to this question will require additional review of calendar and meeting content. 
It is noted that the Chief Executive Officer is currently on leave.  Due to other priorities this 
review has not been able to be completed so as to provide a response for inclusion in this 
Business Paper. As a result, it is proposed to provide the response for inclusion in the 
Business Paper for the meeting of 9 November 2020. 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Nil  
 


