
 

 - 1 -  F2021/00035 - D14541557 

AMENDED ITEM 

Reference: F2021/00035 - D14541557 
Author: Sarah Georgiou, Section Manager, Councillor Support   
Manager: Shane Sullivan, Unit Manager, Governance and Risk   
Executive: Natalia Cowley, Director Corporate Affairs and Chief Financial Officer   
 

Report purpose 
 
To consider submissions on the draft Code of Meeting Practice and consider adoption of 
the amended Code of Meeting Practice. 
  
Executive Summary 
 
At its meeting held on 9 March 2021 Council resolved to place a draft Code of Meeting 
Practice (the Code) on public exhibition for comment. 
 
Four submissions were received during the exhibition period. The submissions were 
regarding the shortened public availability of Agenda Papers, the conduct of meetings at 
Wyong Chambers only, the inclusion of an Acknowledgement of Country, the restriction on 
the number of Notices of Motion and Questions on Notice, Code of Conduct provisions 
and one submission supporting the proposed changes.  
 
No changes are recommended to the exhibited draft Code as a result of the exhibition 
period.  

 
Corporate Affairs Recommendation 
 
1 That Council in accordance with section 363 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 

adopt the amended Code of Meeting Practice that is Attachment 1 to this report having 
given consideration to all submissions and feedback received concerning the amended 
Code of Meeting Practice as required by section 362 of the NSW Local Government Act 
1993. 

 
2 That Council write to those who made submissions, thanking them and advising them of 

the outcome. 
 
At its meeting held on 9 March 2021 Council resolved to place a draft Code of Meeting 
Practice on public exhibition. The draft had the following changes: 
 

Item No: 4.3  

Title: Consideration of Submissions and Adoption of 
Code of Meeting Practice 

 

Department: Corporate Affairs  

27 April 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting       
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- Meetings to be conducted at Wyong Administration Building 
- Change publication day of Agenda Paper to allow consultation prior to the

finalisation of the Agenda
- Requirement that Mayoral Minutes identify source of funds where there is a

financial impact
- Requirement that Notices of Motion identify source of funds where there is a

financial impact
- Requirement to consult with the CEO (or appropriate delegate) in preparing

Mayoral Minutes or Notices of Motion to identify source of funds
- Limit on number of Notices of Motion to one per Councillor per meeting
- Limit on complexity and number of Questions with Notice to one per Councillor

per meeting
- Requirement that Councillors make reasonable efforts to attend pre-meeting

briefings.

Five submissions were received during the public exhibition period. One submission was 
submitted after the 42 day public exhibition period.  In summary the submissions were: 

- The Agenda paper being distributed three days before the meeting rather than three 

business days. (Submission 1)

This concern is understood. However, the intended change seeks to balance the 

ability to consult with Councillors on the Agenda and give the public access to the 

Agenda. It is noted that three business days is more than required under the Local 

Government Act.

- Council meetings should be at both Gosford and Wyong Chambers. (Submissions 1 
and 5)
Council resolved on 9 March 2021 to have meetings at Wyong Chambers. It is 
considered that webcasting provides accessibility to Council Meetings. Conducting 
meetings at two venues impacts resource levels and does not present Council as a 
single local government entity to the Central Coast community.

- Acknowledgement of Country should be removed from the Order of Business.
(Submission 2)
This is not supported. It is appropriate that an Acknowledgement of Country be 
included at the start of every Council Meeting. The Model Code of Meeting Practice 
includes Acknowledgement of Country as one of the optional provisions for inclusion 
in the Order of Business.

- Supporting proposed changes (Submission 3)

- Restriction on Notices of Motion (Late Submission 4)



4.3 Consideration of Submissions and Adoption of Code of Meeting Practice 
(contd) 

 

- 3 - 

 
The late submission states that the restriction on the number of Notices of Motion is 
inconsistent with the Model Code of Meeting Practice. This is not agreed as it is 
considered a supplementary aspect to the Model Code which is permissible.  
 
The submission notes that this restricts the Councillor’s ability to represent the Central 
Coast. It is considered that the proposed change does not restrict Councillor’s ability 
to put forward Notices of Motion given there are two meetings per month.  
 

- Restriction on Questions with Notice (Late Submission 4) 
 
The late submission states that the restriction on the number of Questions with 
Notice and their length is inconsistent with the Model Code of Meeting Practice. This 
is not agreed as it is considered a supplementary aspect to the Model Code which is 
permissible.  
 
The submission suggests that this will limit the ability of individual Councillors to 
adequately represent the interests of the community. However, there are two Council 
Meetings per month and based on the previous levels of questions with notice this 
provision would not unduly restrict Councillors in their role.  
 
The proposed restrictions as to length seek to address instances where a Councillor is 
in practical terms seeking a report to Council rather than the answer to a question, 
which is the purpose of Questions with Notice. 
 

- Include provisions relating to bullying and disrespectful behaviour (Submission 6) 
 
Councillors are bound by the Code of Conduct and it includes provisions regarding 
respectful behaviour and anti-bullying requirements.  
 

The proposed amendments included in the amended Code of Meeting Practice, which is 
Attachment 1 to this report are marked in bold and italic with deletions marked with 
strikeout.   
 
Consultation 
 
The draft Code was exhibited online from 10 March 2021 to 21 April 2021 (42 calendar days).  
Three submissions were received during the exhibition period and are provided in 
Attachment 2 to this report. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
At its meeting held 19 October 2020, Council resolved the following: 
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1108/20 That any motions put before Council for the remainder of this term of Council 
that have financial implications require the Chief Executive Officer to provide 
a report on how those additional costs will be met. 

 
The following statement is provided in response to this resolution of Council. 
 
The adoption of the recommendation will have a minimal financial implication. The revisions 
in the Code seek to balance Council’s resource availability with the need to support the 
conduct of Council Meetings.  
 
Link to Community Strategic Plan 
 
Theme 4: Responsible 
 
Goal G: Good governance and great partnerships 

R-G2: Communicate openly and honestly with the community to build a relationship based 
on transparency, understanding, trust and respect. 

 
Options  
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1 Council could resolve to adopt the amended Code of Meeting Practice provided at 

Attachment 1. This is the recommended option. 
 
2 Council could resolve not to adopt the amended Code of Meeting practice provided at 

Attachment 1.  This is not recommended as Council has exhibited the proposed 
changes and sought public comment. 

 
3 Council could resolve to make further changes to the amended Code of Meeting 

Practice as provided at Attachment 1.  If Council were to resolve this way and the 
changes were substantive, the Code would need to be placed on public exhibition for a 
further 42 days. 

 
Critical Dates or Timeframes 
 
At its Meeting 9 March 2021 Council resolved that this item be considered at the Council 
Meeting of 27 April 2021. The exhibition period closed on 21 April 2021. For this reason, this 
is provided as a late report with due notice having been given. 
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Attachments 
 
1  Code of Meeting Practice March 2021 for public exhibition  D14530486 
2  Summary of Submissions for Revised Code of Meeting Practice - March 

2021 
 D14554876 
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A total of six submissions were received during the exhibition of the draft Code of Meeting Practice. A 
summary of the submissions and staff recommendations on changes and responses to the submission is as 
follows. 

 
Number Page No.  Summary of Submission Staff Recommendation 
1 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 

Objection to 2 alterations contained in the 
Amended Code of Meeting Practice.  
 
1. Agenda paper being distributed 3 business 

days before the Council meeting instead of 
6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Council meetings should continue to be 
held in Gosford until the Gosford Council 
Chambers are sold 

 
 
 
This is understood. The original 
intention had been to provide 
two weekends prior to the 
meeting to allow review of the 
Agenda Paper, however this 
impacted the ability to consult 
with Councillors regarding the 
upcoming Agenda.  This proposal, 
while it has some disadvantage, is 
considered an appropriate 
compromise. 
 
With the provision of webcasting, 
and the capability for Councillors 
when required to attend 
remotely, it is considered that the 
need to have meetings physically 
in Gosford is reduced. There is a 
resource impact with supporting 
and staffing two different 
locations. 
 
 

2 18 In Clause 8.1 Acknowledgement of Country 
should be removed from the order of business. 
In a pluralistic, multi-cultural and multi-ethnic 
society, it seems rather inappropriate and quite 
offensive to many people to include an official 
acknowledgement of respect for one particular 
race of people (Aboriginals) over all other races 
of people. based on the 2016 Census (Central 
Coast LGA), that 96.2% of people were not of 
Aboriginal decent, with the remainder highly 
unlikely to be direct or full descendants of the 
local Aboriginal clan (Darkinjung). 

Incorporating the 
Acknowledgement of Country 
recognises Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples as the First 
Australians and Traditional 
Custodians of land. It promotes 
an ongoing connection to place 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Australians and shows 
respect for Traditional Owners. 
 
The Model Code of Meeting 
Practice includes 
Acknowledgement of Country in 
the Order of Business as an 
optional provision. 

3  My wife and I agree with the proposed Council 
meeting changes.  Anything that will make the 
council operations transparent has got to be a 
good thing.    We also agree that Council 
should only have 9 elected councillors.   

Noted. 
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Number Page No.  Summary of Submission Staff Recommendation 
4 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 
 

1. Clause 3.12. Withdraw this proposed 
addition to the Code – ‘A Councillor is 
limited to submitting one Notice of Motion 
per Ordinary meeting under this clause.’ This 
sentence which limits any one Councillor to 
submitting one Notice of Motion per 
Ordinary meeting in our opinion is 
inconsistent with both the mandatory and 
non-mandatory provisions of the NSW Local 
Government Model Meeting Code. It 
appears to be an attempt to improve 
meeting efficiency. 

2. Clause 3.15. Objects to the inclusion of ‘A 
Councillor is limited to submitting one 
Question with Notice per Ordinary meeting 
under this clause. A Question with Notice 
must not comprise a question with multiple 
parts to it.’  This limits the ability of individual 
Councillors to adequately represent the best 
interests of their many constituents. 

3. Clause 3.17. Objects to the provision of up to 
four months for Council staff to respond to a 
Question on Notice. We recommend 
reverting to the exact wording of the OLG 
Model Code. 

It is not agreed that these 
provisions are inconsistent with 
the Model Code of Meeting 
Practice.  They would be 
supplementary provisions as 
provided by the Code. Council 
discussed the proposed changes 
with the Office of Local 
Government prior to submitting 
the draft Code of Meeting 
Practice to Council. 
 
The proposed timeframes for 
responding to Questions with 
Notice allow complex questions 
to be responded to accurately 
and completely.  
 
It is not agreed that these 
provisions limit Councillors.  This 
is due to two meetings being 
held every month and based 
upon the previous numbers of 
Questions with Notice and 
Notices of Motion. 

5 5 Council meetings should continue to be held at 
both- Wyong and Gosford Council. Suggest the 
agenda items can be focussed on the northern 
suburbs at the Wyong meetings and the 
southern suburbs at the Gosford meetings so 
that council and community members don't 
have to travel 

With the provision of webcasting, 
and the capability for Councillors 
when required to attend 
remotely, it is considered that the 
need to have meetings physically 
in Gosford is reduced. There is a 
resource impact with supporting 
and staffing two different 
locations. 
 

6  The Code of Meeting Practice should contain a 
code of conduct related to bullying and 
disrespectful behaviour. 

Councillors are bound by the 
Code of Conduct and it includes 
provisions regarding respectful 
behaviour and anti-bullying 
requirements.  
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Copy of Submissions 
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-----Original Message----- 
To: Central Coast Council <Ask@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au> 
Subject: Amended meeting changes 
 
[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Do not click any links or attachments unless you have 
checked the sender and trust the content is safe. If you are unsure, please 
report this to IM+T Service Desk. 
 
My wife and I agree with the proposed Council meeting changes.  Anything 
that will make the council operations transparent has got to be a good 
thing.    We also agree that Council should only have 9 elected 
councillors.     

 
 
  Dear Mr Hart, 
 
Please see below feedback regarding clause 8.1 of the Central Coast Council’s Amended Code of 
Meeting Practice (March 2021). 
 
 
Clause 8.1  
 
The general Order of Business for an Ordinary Meeting of Council shall be: 
 

o Acknowledgement of Country 
 
Suggestion: 
 
The ‘Acknowledgement of Country’ should be removed from the order of business. 
 
Reason: 
 
In a pluralistic, multi-cultural and multi-ethnic society, it seems rather inappropriate and quite 
offensive to many people to include an official acknowledgement of respect for one particular race 
of people (Aboriginals) over all other races of people. 
 
I note, based on the 2016 Census (Central Coast LGA), that 96.2% of people were not of Aboriginal 
decent, with the remainder highly unlikely to be direct or full descendants of the local Aboriginal 
clan (Darkinjung). 
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Late Submission 
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