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AMENDED ITEM 
 

Reference: F2020/00039 - D13998446 
Author: Bruce McLachlan, Councillor 
 Jilly Pilon, Councillor   
 
Councillors McLachlan and Pilon have given notice that at the Ordinary Council Meeting to 
be held on 9 June 2020 they will move the following motion: 
 

 
1 That Council notes the successful trial of the installation of a temporary sand 

berm training wall at The Entrance Channel. 
 
2 That Council acknowledges that prior to the recent storm damage the design 

success of increased scouring and assisted protection of infrastructure of the 
southern wall. 

 
3 That Council through the Chief Executive Officer now investigate a more 

permanent solution, including investigation of low cost removal geo tech sand 
bag training walls, as a possible option. 

 
4 That Council request the Chief Executive Officer provide a report on staff 

investigation s and findings and those investigations be also shared with the NSW 
appointed Expert Panel for Tuggerah Lakes. 

 
 
Councillors Note 
 
Council staff are working under resolutions and approvals and cannot install any permanent 
structure to protect council assets without support of Council resolution or NSW State 
approvals. 
 
Initial investigations via experienced coastal engineer reveal there may be a low cost solution 
with sand filled geo tech bags. These can be easily installed or removed, if necessary and are 
only fraction of cost of rock training walls. 
 
Council needs to be proactive in seeking a solution to The Entrance Channel and Tuggerah 
Lakes, and to be a driving force in lobbying the NSW State Government for action and 
adequate funding. 
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Reference: F2020/00039 - D14011309 
Author: Ben Fullagar, Section Manager, Coastal Protection   
Manager: Luke Sulkowski, Unit Manager, Environmental Management   
Executive: Scott Cox, Director Environment and Planning   
 
Summary 
 
This report provides a response to Item 5.2 - Notice of Motion – Playing Sandcastles at The 
Entrance Channel. 
 

 
Motion: 
 
1 That Council notes the successful trial of the installation of a temporary sand 

berm training wall at The Entrance Channel. 
 
2 That Council acknowledges that prior to the recent storm damage the design 

success of increased scouring and assisted protection of infrastructure of the 
southern wall. 

 
3 That Council through the Chief Executive Officer now investigate a more 

permanent solution, including investigation of low cost removal geo tech sand 
bag training walls, as a possible option. 

 
4 That Council request the Chief Executive Officer provide a report on staff 

investigation s and findings and those investigations be also shared with the NSW 
appointed Expert Panel for Tuggerah Lakes. 

 
Staff Comments: 
 
Under the NSW Government’s Coastal Reforms Package, Council is required to develop 
Coastal Management Programs (CMPs) by the end of 2021 to replace existing Coastal Zone 
Management Plans and Estuary Management Plans. Prior to finalisation of the CMP, scoping 
studies need to be undertaken.  A scoping study is currently being developed by Royal 
Haskoning DHV (RHDHV) for the Open Coast and Coastal Lagoon areas of the Central Coast 
with a budget of $70,000 (50% or up to $35,000 grant funding contribution coming from the 
NSW Government Coast and Estuary grant program).  Staff are also currently undertaking the 
scoping study for Tuggerah Lakes Estuary using in-house resources. The NSW Government’s 
Expert Panel for Tuggerah Lakes has recently commenced investigating water quality issues, 
with their recommendations expected at the end of the year.   
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A separate engagement with Manly Hydraulics Laboratory (MHL), at a budgeted project cost 
of $150,000 will also be investigating catchment and oceanic flood behaviour and potential 
interim sand berm management options and opening procedures at The Entrance.  
 
As part of the development of the CMP a range of issues and options, including potential 
permanent works, will be considered for management of The Entrance channel.  Staff are 
familiar with geotextile sand containers and have used them successfully in a seawall at 
Ettalong Point, where the majority of the wall in now buried with sand. Geotextile sand 
containers are not necessarily a low-cost option or a temporary option (staff note information 
accompanying the Notice of Motion suggested approximate cost for design and construction 
of a geotextile sand container structure was estimated at $325,000 however the scope of 
these works is not clear). In many cases these structures can cost just as much as rock walls 
and have been known to last up to 17 years.   It is recommended that detailed investigations 
or designs of sand bag walls or similar at The Entrance be deferred until the 
recommendations of the expert panel are provided and the action plan for the new Coastal 
Management Program has been completed.  
 
Under the existing Tuggerah Lakes Estuary Management Plan and the Wyong Beaches 
Coastal Zone Management Plan the adopted actions for The Entrance are to continue with 
the current practice of periodic dredging of the shoals and sand nourishment of beaches as 
required.  The combination of coastal and estuarine processes at The Entrance channel are 
complex and need to be appropriately considered with the community using the Coastal 
Management Program framework. Under the Coastal Management Act the use of sandbags 
at The Entrance for longer than 90 days would require development consent (from the 
Regional Planning Panel) with an application requiring sufficient supporting environmental 
assessment. 
 
If Council were to resolve for staff to consider this option further, with a view to progressing 
to detailed design and approvals, then this work could be undertaken through engagement 
of a suitably qualified coastal engineering consultancy at an estimated cost of $50,000. 
 
Alternative Option 
 
If Council wish to purse detailed investigations and approval immediately, then a budget of 
$50,000 would be required. This option is not recommended.  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that detailed investigations or designs of sand bag walls or similar at The 
Entrance be deferred until the recommendations of the expert panel are provided and the 
action plan for the new Coastal Management Program has been completed.  
 
Attachments 
 
Nil. 
 
  


