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CHAPTER 3.7 GEOTECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 

FOR DEVELOPMENT 

3.7.1. INTRODUCTION 

This Chapter applies to all land within the Central Coast Council Local Government Area. 

3.7.1.1 Relationship to other Chapters and Policies 

This Chapter must be read in conjunction with the relevant development provisions, environmental controls 

and location specific development controls of the Development Control Plan. Geotechnical requirements 

relating to coast processes, coastal cliff and bluffs as identified in Chapter 3.2 Coastal Hazard Management 

must be considered where relevant. 

3.7.1.2 Geotechnical Requirements  

The purpose of this Chapter is to provide detailed guidelines for the submission of Geotechnical Reports to 

support Development Applications. 

OBJECTIVES  

▪ To provide a management strategy for development in areas identified as having landslip potential  

▪ To provide guidelines on the content of geotechnical reports submitted to Council 

REQUIREMENTS  

3.7.1.2.1 Landslip Hazard Assessment Matrix 

a When assessing Development Applications, Council will consider the slip potential of a site through 

the review of any historic information held by Council or where potential geotechnical issues have 

been identified by reference to the following Matrices (Tables M1 & M2). Applicants are encouraged to 

contact Council prior to lodging development applications regarding sites that it is reasonable to 

consider that there may be potential landslip issues. 

b The following geotechnical abbreviations have been used to describe the geological strata in Tables 

M1 & M2: 

▪ Rh   Hawkesbury Sandstone  

▪ Rnp   Patonga Claystone 

▪ Qs   High level Aeolian sand 

▪ Qd, Qhd & Qhbr Dune and Barrier Sands 

▪ Rnt   Terrigal Formation 

▪ Rnt - s   Terrigal Formation – sandstone sequences 

▪ Rnt - m   Terrigal Formation – mudrock sequences 

▪ Qa    Alluvium, swamp and estuarine deposits 



Part 3 Environmental Controls 

Chapter 3.7 Geotechnical Requirements 

Central Coast Development Control Plan 2022  Page 2 

 

Table M1 – Low & Medium Hazard Areas 
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Table M2 – High & Immediate High Hazard Areas  
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3.7.1.2.2 Geotechnical Reports  

a Where this assessment indicates that a lot has a Hazard Category of 2 or above, Council will require 

that the Development Application be supported by a geotechnical report that considers geotechnical 

conditions, stability and impact of development on the stability on the site (and adjoining lots).  

b Where this assessment indicates that a lot or part of a lot has a Hazard Category of 3 or above, Council 

will require that the Development Application be supported by a geotechnical report that considers 

geotechnical conditions, stability and impact of development on the stability on the site (and adjoining 

lots). 

c Where this assessment indicates that a lot has a Hazard Category of 4, Council will require that a 

Development Application be supported by a comprehensive geotechnical report that considers 

geotechnical conditions, stability and impact of development on the stability on the site (and adjoining 

lots). 

 

d The minimum information required in the geotechnical report is described in Table 3 below  



Part 3 Environmental Controls 

Chapter 3.7 Geotechnical Requirements 

Central Coast Development Control Plan 2022  Page 5 

 

Table 3 

e The geotechnical data required in the geotechnical report is described in table 4 below. 

 

Table 4 

Note: additional land area columns to be added where site has more than two fundamental slopes; 
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3.7.1.6 Definitions / Glossary 

geotechnical engineer (for the purposes of this chapter) means any geotechnical engineer and/or 

geotechnical geologist who is listed on the National Professional Engineers Register, Level 3 (NREP-3), or 

current member of the Australian Geomechanics Society and: 

▪ a minimum of five years practice as a geotechnical engineer, or engineer geologist; 

▪ advising on building works in regions of the Sydney Basin underlain by the Hawkesbury Sandstone 

and Narrabeen Group (in particular the Terrigal Formation and Patonga Claystone) geological strata, 

or who is able to demonstrate considerable relevant experience with similar geology; 

▪ Covered by appropriate professional indemnity insurance with a cover of at least $10,000,000 and 

provide the Council with proof of the currency of such insurance policy as and when required by 

Council. 

▪ Where the geotechnical engineer is employed by a company, or other corporate entity, the signatory 

of the report shall be deemed to be the geotechnical engineer defined above. 

geotechnical report means a report prepared by a geotechnical engineer. 
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