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Last week while in Canberra to attend the National Assembly for Local Government in 
Canberra, Council organised a series of meetings with Federal Government Ministers.  
 
Along with CEO of Gosford City Council Paul Anderson, we put forward a strong case for 
increased support and investment in the Central Coast, focusing on infrastructure and 
specific initiatives that can make a difference to our local economy. 
 
The five meetings included: 
 

• Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development, Jamie Briggs 
• Minister for Education, Christopher Pyne  
• Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Communication, Paul Fletcher 
• Representatives for the Treasurer Joe Hockey 
• Chief of Staff for Minister for Infrastructure Warren Truss 

 
The meetings were extremely positive with a series of actions agreed on both sides to help 
progress a range of issues. 
 
In the meeting with Mr Briggs we put forward the case for Federal funding assistance for a 
range of projects around Warnervale – including the proposed link road connecting North 
Wyong to Warnervale and communicated our strong support from the NorthConnex tunnel to 
link the M1 and M2 which will provide significant benefits to our residents including reducing 
long travel times. 
 
Minister Briggs indicated future Federal funding support for the link road subject to State 
Government funding. 
 
The widening of the M1 between Tuggerah and Doyalson, as well as Kariong and Somersby, 
and the upgrade of entry and exit ramps along this route, were other great transport 
initiatives we said were very important to our residents. 
 
The meeting with Minister for Education, Christopher Pyne, was very productive. He 
indicated that he was genuinely interested in our plans for improving education, and after 
viewing our proposal for an education precinct in Warnervale, agreed that technical support 
would be given to assist us to advance our proposal.  
 
Minister Pyne explained that the Government is extending taxpayer subsidies, per student, to 
non-university higher-education providers creating a financial shot in the arm to the Central 
Coast’s four TAFEs, as well as removing the cap on diplomas and associate degrees so that 
universities—like the University of Newcastle—which offer a high number of this type of 
qualification at the Ourimbah campus, will be able to expand their offerings to students 
opening up the educational opportunities and pathways for students from a lower-
socioeconomic-status backgrounds. 
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1.6 Mayoral Minute – Joint Wyong Gosford Delegation to Canberra to 
Discuss Regional Development (contd) 

 
Even if University of Newcastle does not take up these opportunities, competition in the 
market will allow new entrants to compete. In essence, the deregulated system supports our 
proposal for alternative higher education, for example at Warnervale, to succeed.  
 
On Tuesday, we also met with Paul Fletcher, to discuss solutions to the Coast’s mobile 
phone blackspots and the need for better broadband services to ensure our Shire is 
competitive with other cities and regions when trying to attract the type of industries we are 
targeting - including universities, aviation and logistics businesses. 
 
We agreed to investigate what Council-owned infrastructure can be used to help deliver 
mobile and internet services, particularly in those rural areas that suffer the most. 
 
Plans for a Central Coast Regional Airport were the topic of Wednesday’s meeting with 
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Warren Truss’ Chief of Staff.  
 
Given that the Central Coast is the ninth largest region in Australia but the only one not to 
have a regional airport to support the local population and economy, the Federal 
Government’s support for a regional airport is essential to getting it built and operational by 
2020. 
 
I’m pleased to be able to report back that we got a very strong message of support around 
the airport proposal and Council will now write formally to the Minister to trigger technical and 
planning assistance from the Government. 
 
The meeting with representatives from the office of the Treasurer, Joe Hockey, provided no 
concrete outcomes, however Council’s case for support was heard and a package of 
information on the various initiatives proposed was provided. 
 
At the National General Assembly of Local Government, two of the items submitted by 
Council were supported, with the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) to call on 
the Commonwealth Government to establish a Regional Australia Tourism program to 
support and fund regional and rural council’s tourism efforts. 
 
ALGA will also call for a review of the structure, operation and funding arrangements for 
Regional Development Australia to ensure they align with the strategic directions of Local 
Government. 
 
The keynote address at the National Assembly was given by The Hon. Warren Truss MP, in 
his capacity as Local Government Minister. He spoke of the impact on the carbon tax on 
local government adding hundreds of millions of dollars to operating costs and the doubling 
of the Roads to Recovery funding and tripling of the Black Spots program to address 
dangerous roads. 
 
Minister Truss continued this theme in Parliament, directly referencing the impact of the 
carbon tax on Wyong Shire Council in Question Time on Monday 16 June, and the we were 
referenced again on the 19 June by Minister Pyne in regards to the need for education 
funding and reform. 
 
All up it was a very notable week in Canberra for Wyong Shire Council with our issues 
listened and responded to and our initiatives well-received with plenty of follow up actions to 
keep us moving ahead in the coming months. 
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On behalf of Council, I would like to put on record my appreciation for the efforts of the 
Member for Dobell, Karen McNamara MP, and Member for Robertson, Lucy Wicks MP, for 
organising these important meetings. 
 

I formally move: 
 
That Council receive and note the Mayoral Minute – Joint Wyong-Gosford Delegation 
to Canberra 2014 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Higher Education Question - NGA Canberra 2104  D09490240 
2  WSC Carbon Tax Question - NGA Canberra 2014  D09490273 
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Attachment 1 Higher Education Question - NGA Canberra 2104 
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Attachment 1 Higher Education Question - NGA Canberra 2104 
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Attachment 2 WSC Carbon Tax Question - NGA Canberra 2014 
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Attachment 2 WSC Carbon Tax Question - NGA Canberra 2014 
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