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MEETING NOTICE 
 

The ORDINARY MEETING  
of Wyong Shire Council  

will be held in the Council Chamber,  
Wyong Civic Centre, Hely Street, Wyong on 

  WEDNESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2009  at 5.00 pm, 
for the transaction of the business listed below: 

 
 

 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY STATEMENT 
RECEIPT OF APOLOGIES 
 

1 PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
1.1 Disclosure of Interest........................................................................................................ 4 
1.2 Proposed Briefings ........................................................................................................... 5 
1.3 Proposed Inspections ....................................................................................................... 6 
1.4 Address By Invited Speakers ........................................................................................... 7 
1.5 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting................................................................... 8 

2 NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DEAL WITH MATTERS IN CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
2.1 Notice of Intention to deal with Matters in Confidential Session .................................... 25 

3 PROPERTY REPORTS 
3.1 Granting of Easements for Electricity Purposes over Council Land at Ourimbah, 

Glenning Valley and Tumbi Umbi ................................................................................... 27 
4 CONTRACT REPORTS 

4.1 Contract CPA 157279 - Development of the Tuggerah Lakes Hydrodynamic 
Modelling ........................................................................................................................ 36 

4.2 Contract Variations - January 2009................................................................................ 41 
5 GENERAL REPORTS 

5.1 Proposed Council Policy Review - Shire Planning Policies "F6 - Operation of 
Temporary Food Premises" and "E3 - Enforcement Policy" .......................................... 50 

5.2 Proposed Councillors' Community Improvement Grants ............................................... 56 
6 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

6.1 2008-09 Management Plan - December 2008 Quarter Review..................................... 59 
7 BOARD/COMMITTEE/PANEL MEETING REPORTS 

7.1 Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee Meeting - 11 February 
2009.............................................................................................................................. 109 

7.2 Minutes of the Gosford-Wyong Councils' Water Authority Board Meeting - 18 
February 2009 .............................................................................................................. 120 
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8 INFORMATION REPORTS 
8.1 Information Reports ...................................................................................................... 127 
8.2 Results of Water Quality Testing for Bathing Beaches ............................................... 128 
8.3 Activities of the Development Assessment Unit ........................................................... 134 
8.4 Water and Sewerage - Works in Progress ................................................................... 139 
8.5 General Works in Progress .......................................................................................... 142 
8.6 Dredging of Boat Harbour Summerland Point.............................................................. 148 
8.7 Workforce Status and Movements ............................................................................... 151 
8.8 Outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices of Motion .................................... 153 

9 NOTICES OF MOTION 
9.1 Notice of Motion - Motor Sports Facility ....................................................................... 159 
9.2 Notice of Motion - The Entrance Channel WebCam .................................................... 160 
9.3 Notice of Motion - Recycle/Re-use Initiative................................................................. 161 
9.4 Notice of Motion - Council's Animal Care Facility Review............................................ 162 
9.5 Notice of Motion - Extending the Lapsing Period of a Consent.................................... 163 

10 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
10.1 "Body Hire" Employees 

   
11 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE ASKED 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting and at the discretion of the Mayor, Council may meet 
with staff in an informal, non-decision making mode for a period of no more than 30 
minutes. 
 
 

  
 

 

 

Kerry Yates 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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25 February 2009 Procedural Item 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

1.1 Disclosure of Interest 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672218 
 
 
The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 regulate the way in which 
Councillors and nominated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public trust. 
 
The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct 
or indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the 
Council (or Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start 
of the meeting and the reasons for declaring such interest. 
 
As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member 
who has declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussions, 
voting on that matter, and require that member to vacate the Chamber. 
 
Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest, the nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code also provides for a number of 
ways in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Councillors now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters under consideration 
by Council at this meeting. 
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25 February 2009 Procedural Item 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

1.2 Proposed Briefings 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672281 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Briefings proposed for this meeting and future meetings to be held in the Wilfred Barrett and 
Tim Farrell Committee Rooms. 
 

Date Briefing Description Time Presented by 
25 February 2009 Halekulani Quarry Halekulani Quarry site, 

Legal issues – confidential 
briefing.  
Implications & Options 

1.00 pm – 
2.00 pm 

Director Shire 
Services, 
Manager 
Contracts, 
Waste 
Management 
Co-ordinator. 

25 February 2009 Comprehensive 
LEP and 
Settlement 
Strategy 

Briefing giving background to the 
comprehensive LEP review and 
settlement strategy projects. 

2.00 pm –
3.30 pm 

Acting Manager 
Future Planning 

4 March 2009 Workshop Various Issues 12 noon – 
6.00 pm 

General 
Manager 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Proposed Briefings. 
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25 February 2009 Procedural Item 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

1.3 Proposed Inspections 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672338 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Inspections proposed to be held on 25 February 2009 and prior to the second Ordinary Meeting 
are listed as follows: 
 

Date of Inspection Location Requested By 

25 February 2009 22 Lot Residential Subdivision, Wadalba 
DA/59/2007 

Director Shire Planning 

25 February 2009 Mannering Park Shared Pathway Director Shire Services 

25 February 2009 Holiday Park Upgrade Works Director Shire Services  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on inspections to be conducted on Wednesday, 
25 February 2009. 
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25 February 2009 Procedural Item 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

1.4 Address By Invited Speakers 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672356 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
There have been no requests to address the Ordinary Meeting at the time of printing the 
Business Paper. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That the report on Invited Speakers be received and the information noted. 
 
2 That, should speakers be present at the meeting, standing orders be varied to 

allow Director’s and General Manager reports to be dealt with following the 
speaker's address. 
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25 February 2009 Procedural Item 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

1.5 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672362   AUTHOR: SW 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Confirmation of minutes of the previous Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
11 February 2009. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council confirm the minutes of the previous Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
11 February 2009. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11 February 2009   
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WYONG SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 

WYONG CIVIC CENTRE, HELY STREET, WYONG 
ON WEDNESDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2009, 

COMMENCING AT 5.00 PM 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
COUNCILLORS R L GRAHAM (CHAIRPERSON), G P BEST, E M McBRIDE, J J McNAMARA, L A MATTHEWS, 
W R SYMINGTON, D P VINCENT, L D WEBSTER AND S A WYNN. 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
GENERAL MANAGER, DIRECTOR SHIRE PLANNING, DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES, DIRECTOR 
SHIRE SERVICES, MANAGER DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT, ACTING MANAGER FUTURE PLANNING, 
AND TWO ADMINISTRATION STAFF. 
 
ACTING MANAGER CORPORATE AND ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, MANAGER WATER AND WASTE, 
MANAGER CONTRACTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS, ENGINEER CONTRACTS AND MANAGER FINANCE. 
 
THE MAYOR NOTED THAT THE RECENT BUSHFIRES IN VICTORIA WERE THE WORST DISASTER IN 
AUSTRALIA’S PEACETIME HISTORY AND ADVISED THAT HE WOULD BE SENDING CONDOLENCES, ON 
BEHALF OF COUNCIL AND THE RESIDENTS OF WYONG SHIRE, TO THE PEOPLE IN VICTORIA.  A 
MINUTES SILENCE WAS OBSERVED IN HONOUR OF THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND THE MAYOR NOTED 
THAT THE FLAGS IN WYONG SHIRE ARE NOW FLYING AT HALF MAST AS A MARK OF RESPECT FOR 
THE DECEASED. 
 
COUNCILLOR VINCENT ANNOUNCED THAT COUNCIL IS A SPONSOR FOR THE G.O.A.T.S. FESTIVAL 
WHICH WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY 29 MARCH 2009. HE ADVISED THAT THIS EVENT IS THE LAUNCH 
FOR YOUTH WEEK THROUGHOUT THE SHIRE AND IS A FAMILY FUN EVENT WHICH WILL INCLUDE 
SEVERAL BANDS AND PERFORMANCES THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 
 
THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR GRAHAM, DECLARED THE MEETING OPEN AT 5.00 PM AND ADVISED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE THAT THE MEETING IS BEING RECORDED. 
 
JOHN HARDWICK READ AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY STATEMENT AND DELIVERED THE 
OPENING PRAYER. 
 
 
APOLOGY 
 
AN APOLOGY FOR THE INABILITY TO ATTEND THE MEETING WAS RECEIVED ON BEHALF OF 
COUNCILLOR EATON, WHO IS INTERSTATE ON BUSINESS. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor GRAHAM and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
That the apology be accepted and leave of absence from the meeting be granted. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
1.1 Disclosure of Interest 

 
6.1 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS FUNDING REPORT 
COUNCILLOR GRAHAM DECLARED A NON-PECUNIARY SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT OF INTEREST IN THE 
MATTER FOR THE REASON THAT HE IS A MEMBER OF THE MARINERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LEFT 
THE CHAMBER AT 5.26 PM, TOOK NO PART IN DISCUSSION, DID NOT VOTE AND RETURNED TO THE 
CHAMBER AT 5.42 PM. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor GRAHAM and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
That the report be received and advice of disclosure be noted. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
1.2 Proposed Briefings 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor MATTHEWS and seconded by 
Councillor WEBSTER: 
 
That Council receive the amended report on Proposed Briefings with the exclusion of 
a briefing on the Mardi Suite of Works Tender and the inclusion of Briefings on 
Contract CPA 115479 - Rehabilitation and Redevelopment of the Closed Bateau Bay 
Landfill and Contract CPA 130010 - Construction of Mannering Park Sewage Treatment 
Plant Inlet Works. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
1.3 Proposed Inspections 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor MATTHEWS and seconded by 
Councillor WEBSTER: 
 
That Council receive the amended report on Proposed Inspections to be conducted on 
Wednesday, 25 February 2009 with the inclusion the Mannering Park Shared Pathway 
inspection. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
1.4 Address By Invited Speakers 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
That the amended report on Invited Speakers be received and the information noted. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
1.5 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor WYNN and seconded by 
Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
That Council confirm the minutes of the previous Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
28 January 2009. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
THERE WAS NO BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 
 
 
 
1.6  Notice of Intention to Deal with Matters in Confidential Session 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor SYMINGTON: 
 
1 That Council consider report numbers 10.1 and 10.2 as matters of urgency. 
 
2 That pursuant to Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 

following report be dealt with in Confidential Session: 
 

10.1 - Contract CPA 115479 Rehabilitation and Redevelopment of Bateau Bay 
Landfill 

 
10.2 - Construction of Mannering Park Sewerage Treatment Plant Inlet Works 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
3 That the reason for dealing with Report Nos 10.1 and 10.2 confidentially is that it 

is information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business. 

 
4 That Council request the General Manager in accordance with Section 253 of the 

Local Government Regulations 2005 report on this matter to the meeting in Open 
Session. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
LEAVE TO INTRODUCE A MOTION OF URGENCY 
 
COUNCILLOR GRAHAM INTRODUCED A MOTION OF URGENCY CONCERNING RECENT BUSHFIRES IN 
VICTORIA. 
 
 
 
1.7 Motion of Urgency – Victorian Bushfire Tragedy 
 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor GRAHAM and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
1 That Council express its condolences to the family and friends of those who 

perished or have been injured in the Victorian bushfires.  
 
2 That Council congratulate the staff on their fund raising efforts to date on 

behalf of the Red Cross. 
 
3 That Council donate an amount of $10,000 plus a matching amount, on a dollar 

for dollar basis, equal to that raised by the staff, with the funds to be allocated 
from Councillors’ Community Improvement Grants. 

 
4 That Council encourage all residents and ratepayers of the Shire to donate 

financially to the various public appeals currently being run and to donate 
blood. 

 
5 That Council maintain contact with the local Emergency Services and with the 

Victorian Authorities in order to identify any further assistance that might be 
provided during the recovery period. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
2.1 Proposed New Police Station at Wyong 

 
COUNCILLOR MATTHEWS LEFT THE CHAMBER AT 5.15 PM AND RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 
5.16 PM DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor GRAHAM and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
1 That Council authorise the Mayor and General Manager to negotiate with the 

NSW State Government in regard to the provision of parking for the proposed 
new Police station. 

 
2 That, if the Mayor and General Manager are satisfied that the NSW State 

Government has provided the parking shortfall, or alternatively a material public 
benefit in lieu of parking, Council refer the application to the General Manager 
for determination having regard to the matters for consideration detailed in 
Section 79C of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and other 
relevant issues with an indication that based on the information available to it, 
Council favours approval of the application subject to appropriate conditions of 
consent. 

 
3 That Council authorise the General Manager to determine any application for 

minor modifications to the approved development plans or consent conditions. 
 
4 That Council refer the conditions to the NSW Police Force for its concurrence. 
 
5 That Council vary Development Control Plan 2005 Chapter 61, Carparking and 

Chapter 94, Location Criteria for Emergency Services Facilities, to permit the 
development. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
3.1 Proposed Easement for Electricity Purposes over Lot 9 DP 1007818 Old 

Maitland Road, Mardi and Lot 113 DP 866815 Wyong Road, Tuggerah 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor MATTHEWS: 
 
1 That Council grant a right of way and an easement for electricity purposes 12.5m 

x 3.5m over Council’s land, Lot 9 DP 1007818 Old Maitland Road, Mardi to Energy 
Australia to accommodate two kiosk type electricity substations. 

 
2 That Council grant a right of way and an easement for electricity purposes 4m 

wide over Council’s land, Lot 113 DP 866815 Wyong Road, Tuggerah to Energy 
Australia for underground cables. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
3 That Council authorise the Common Seal of the Wyong Shire Council to be 

affixed to related documents as required. 
 
4 That Council authorise the Mayor and the General Manager to execute all 

documents relating to the grant of easement between Wyong Shire Council and 
Energy Australia. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
4.1 Contract CPA 147666 - Construction of Kerb and Gutter and Associated 

Works 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor GRAHAM and seconded by 
Councillor  BEST: 
 
1 That Council accept tender (Schedule of Rates) No CPA 147666 from Gotrala Pty 

Ltd for a period of two years plus one year option to extend.  
 
2 That Council approve an upper contract value of $250,000 (excluding GST) for 

the two year contract period.  
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
4.2 Contract CPA 152870 - Buttonderry Waste Management Facility Entry 

Upgrade  

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor WEBSTER and seconded by 
Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
1 That Council accept Tender No 5 from GWH Construction (NSW) Pty Ltd in the 

lump sum amount of $2,658,878 (excl GST). 
 
2 That Council approve a project budget amount of $265,900 (excl GST), that 

includes a contingency of approximately 10% of the contract value, to provide 
for any unforeseen additional works that may become necessary during the 
course of the project. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
5.1 Link Road Project and Associated Matters 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor MATTHEWS and seconded by 
Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
1 That Council endorse the proposal to construct the northern section of the Link 

Road, subject to Federal Government agreement to the existing Auslink grant 
funds being re-allocated to that section.  

 
2 That Council defer the construction of the remaining southern section of the Link 

Road to manage cashflow implications imposed by the project and to better align 
with present traffic modelling predictions.     

 
3 That Council endorse the Director of Shire Services decisions with respect to the 

variations approved to date for Contract CPA/94531 - Investigation and Design 
Consultancy - Link Road (Watanobbi to Warnervale) and Trunk Water Main 
(Mardi Dam to Warnervale) with Connell Wagner Pty Ltd.  

 
4 That Council approve additional funding to increase the Contract CPA/94531 

amount from $527,026.95 (including contingency amount and excl GST) to 
$2,286,704.49 (excl GST). 

 
5 That Council cancel the proposal for Contract CPA/127795 – Construction of Link 

Road and Water Main, Watanobbi to Warnervale and decline to accept any 
tenders received.   

 
6 That Council endorse the actions taken by staff in responding to recent Section 

94 reforms and directions from the Minister for Planning, including the contents 
of Council’s letter to the Department of Planning dated 30 January 2009. 

 
7 That Council endorse the preparation of a detailed submission seeking to levy 

contributions above $20,000 per lot/dwelling under Contributions Plan 7A – 
Warnervale District and Contributions Plan 3 – the Entrance District.   

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
6.1 Central Coast Mariners Funding Report 
 
COUNCILLOR GRAHAM DECLARED A NON-PECUNIARY SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT OF INTEREST IN THE 
MATTER FOR THE REASON THAT HE IS A MEMBER OF THE MARINERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LEFT 
THE CHAMBER AT 5.26 PM, TOOK NO PART IN DISCUSSION, DID NOT VOTE AND RETURNED TO THE 
CHAMBER AT 5.42 PM. 
 
COUNCILLOR MCNAMARA ASSUMED THE CHAIR FOR CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor McNAMARA and seconded by 
Councillor WEBSTER: 
 
That subject to the receipt and satisfaction of the Deputy Mayor and General Manager 
of a business plan prepared by Business Central Coast demonstrating the overall 
benefits to the Shire of this partnership: 
 
1 Council contribute $200,000 towards partnering the Central Coast Mariners for 

the 2009 Champions League Trophy tournament and the 2009-10 A League 
competition subject to Gosford City Council and the Department of State and 
Regional Development each contributing $200,000. 

 
2 Council allocate $12,000 to Business Central Coast to project manage Council's 

investment in the Central Coast Mariners. 
 
3 Council require Business Central Coast in association with the Central Coast 

Mariners to provide a detailed report on the benefits to the Central Coast region 
by the Mariners participation in the Champions League Trophy, with this report 
to include any request for funding past the 2009-10 season. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, VINCENT, 

WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
7.1 Minutes of the Wyong Shire Senior Citizens' Council Meeting  

- 13 November 2008 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor MATTHEWS and seconded by 
Councillor WEBSTER: 
 
That Council receive the Minutes of the Wyong Shire Senior Citizens’ Council Meeting 
held on 13 November 2008. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
Information Reports 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
That with the exception of report number 8.2, 8.3, 8.5 and 8.6 the information reports 
be received and the recommendations adopted. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
8.2 Response on a Notice of Motion on the Private Members Bill to Stop the 

Coal Mine 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
1 That Council receive the report on Response on a Notice of Motion on the 

“Private Members Bill to Stop the Coal Mine”.  
 
2 That Council thank Mr Craig Thomson, Member for Dobell for his continued 

support regarding this issue.  
 
3 That Council seek advice as to what legislative powers the Federal Government 

may be able to rely upon to veto any State approvals.  
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
 
8.3 Tip Rehabilitation Program 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor GRAHAM: 
 
That Council receive the report on the Tip Rehabilitation Program. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 



Attachment 1 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11 February 2009
 

- 18 - 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
8.4 Investments for December 2008 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
That Council receive the report on Investments for December 2008. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
8.5 Availability of Land for GP Super Clinics and other Medical Centres within 

Wyong Shire 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor WYNN and seconded by 
Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
That Council receive the report on Availability of Land for GP Super Clinics and other 
Medical Centres within Wyong Shire. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
 
8.6 Options for Funding of Rainwater Tanks 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor WYNN and seconded by 
Councillor WEBSTER: 
 
1 That Council receive the report on options for funding rainwater tanks. 
 
2 That Council seek clarification of the Federal Government’s “green loans” 

initiative to see if they are applicable to the target group of pensioners. 
 
3  That Council consider a further report upon receipt of this information. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
8.7 Outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices of Motion 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
That Council receive the report on Outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices 
of Motion. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
 
9.1 Notice of Motion - NSW State Body Board Championships 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor McNAMARA and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
1 That Council allocate $10,000 from the 2008-09 budget for Community Support 

and Development to secure major sponsorship of the NSW State Body Board 
Championships and Australasian Pro Tour to be held on 2, 3, 4 and 5 April 2009 
at Soldiers Beach. 

 
2 That Council transfer the $10,000 from the amount allocated in the 2008-09 

budget to the “Central Coast Pro Surfing Competition” which has been 
cancelled. 

 
3 That Council consider allocating a similar amount to the “NSW Body Board 

Championships” in the 2009-10 budget provided it can be demonstrated that 
the event continues to provide significant benefit to the Shire. 

 
4 That a report on attendance, economic benefits etc of the event be presented to 

Council at the completion of the championships. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
9.2 Notice of Motion - Central Coast Express Advocate article 

 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor SYMINGTON and seconded by 
Councillor BEST: 
 
That further to the sensationalised report in the Express Advocate published on 21 
January 2009 under the headline "Welcome To a Shire Shambles", and following the 
report (9.10) presented to the ordinary meeting of Council on 28 January 2009, Staff 
report on the following: 
  
1 Did the Express/Advocate, as reported in the article, ask Council to verify this 

story before it went to press and, if so, when did this occur? 
  
2 Did any Councillors ask for any clarification of this incident further to the 

Question Without Notice No. QO75 asked by Councillor Best at the Ordinary 
Meeting on 10 December 2008? 

  
3 Were Staff able to provide the facts as contained in Report No. (9.10) and if so, 

when? 
  
4 If staff did not to respond to these requests, why not? 
  
5 Does Council's media section have a working relationship with the local press 

and, if so, how can we reinforce this relationship to ensure that we get the facts 
in the hands of the journalists to prevent the publication of non verified and/or 
grandstanding articles in the future. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
 
9.3 Notice of Motion - Boat Harbour Dredging Proposal Summerland Point 

 
COUNCILLOR BEST WITHDREW HIS MOTION 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
9.4 Notice of Motion - Precinct Support Program 

 
It was MOVED by Councillor BEST and SECONDED by Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
1 That Council reaffirm its support and commitment to its Precinct Committee network 

while recognising their valuable contribution to the community. 
 
2 That Council, in partnership with our local Precinct Committees, review its current level 

of assistance with a view to growing and supporting this important community network 
and its membership. 

 
3 That staff report to Council, after the Precinct Committee Forum to be held on 

Wednesday 1 April 2009, on past, current and future recommendations regarding 
levels of support required to achieve 2 above. 

 
 
An AMENDMENT was MOVED by Councillor GRAHAM and SECONDED by 
Councillor McBRIDE: 
 
That Council defer this item for discussion at the Precinct Committee Forum to be held on 
Wednesday 1 April 2009.  
 
 
The AMENDMENT was put to the vote and declared LOST. 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS GRAHAM, McBRIDE, VINCENT AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  COUNCILLORS BEST, MATTHEWS, McNAMARA, SYMINGTON AND WEBSTER. 
 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor McNAMARA: 
 
1 That Council reaffirm its support and commitment to its Precinct Committee 

network while recognising their valuable contribution to the community. 
 
2 That Council, in partnership with our local Precinct Committees, review its 

current level of assistance with a view to growing and supporting this important 
community network and its membership. 

 
3 That staff report to Council, after the Precinct Committee Forum to be held on 

Wednesday 1 April 2009, on past, current and future recommendations regarding 
levels of support required to achieve 2 above. 

 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
9.5 Notice of Motion - Closed Circuit TV Toukley 
 
MR PETER HARRIS, REPRESENTING TOUKLEY GREATER VISION, ADDRESSED THE MEETING AT 
6.56 PM, ANSWERED QUESTIONS AND RETIRED AT 7.22 PM. 
 
COUNCILLOR BEST LEFT THE CHAMBER AT 6.56 PM AND RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 6.57 PM 
DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
COUNCILLOR WYNN LEFT THE CHAMBER AT 6.56 PM AND RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 6.59 PM 
DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
COUNCILLOR MATTHEWS LEFT THE CHAMBER AT 7.01 PM AND RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 
7.03 PM DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
COUNCILLOR VINCENT LEFT THE CHAMBER AT 7.24 PM AND RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 7.27 PM 
AND AS A RESULT TOOK NO PART IN VOTING. 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor WYNN: 
 
1 That further to the continuing and escalating incidents of vandalism and graffiti 

in and around the Toukley and Toukley East areas, staff report on the findings of 
the recently conducted Toukley Community Safety Audit soon to be released. 

 
2 That staff report to Council on the feasibility of installing a Closed Circuit TV 

network in the Toukley area similar to the recently federally funded 27 camera 
system now being installed in the Woy Woy business district. 

 
 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, SYMINGTON, 

WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST:  NIL. 
 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE ASKED 
 
 
Q005 – Disabled Access to Council Chambers 
Councillor Wynn 
 
 “Can Council ensure adequate provision for speakers with disabilities is provided in 

Council Chambers?”  
 
 The Mayor advised Councillor Wynn that a portable microphone is available in 

Chambers to assist speakers with disabilities and apologised for incorrect 
advice he had given to a previous speaker.  

 
Q006 – Council Committees 
Councillor McBride 
 
 

“What is the annual cost to Council of the Council Committees?  What is the criterion 
for the formation of a Committee and what is the cycle for review of Committees?” 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
Q007 – Shire Strategic Vision’s Blog Site 
Councillor Vincent 
 
 

“Could Council staff please provide an update on the utility of the Shire Strategic 
Vision’s Blog Site on Council’s web site and comment on the feasibility of expanding 
the concept to include an additional broader blog site for community feedback?” 

 
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION 
 
AT THIS STAGE OF THE MEETING BEING 7.28 PM COUNCIL MOVED INTO CONFIDENTIAL SESSION WITH 
THE PRESS AND THE PUBLIC EXCLUDED. 
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESUMED IN OPEN SESSION AT 7.32PM AND THE GENERAL MANAGER REPORTED ON 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL SESSION OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
10 .1 Contract CPA 115479 - Rehabilitation and Redevelopment of the Closed 

Bateau Bay Landfill 

 
 
That Council proceed with Contract CPA 115479 - Rehabilitation and Redevelopment of the 
Closed Bateau Bay Landfill as resolved in the confidential session. 
 
1 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
2 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
3 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
4 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
5 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: THE PRECISE DETAIL CONTAINED IN THIS RESOLUTION IS WITHHELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AND IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR RELEASE 
AT THIS TIME. 
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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 11 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
10 .2 Contract CPA 130010 - Construction of Mannering Park Sewage Treatment 

Plant Inlet Works 
 
 
That Council proceed with Contract CPA 130010 - Construction of Mannering Park Sewage 
Treatment Plant Inlet Works as resolved in the confidential session. 
 
1 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
2 [Confidential Resolution – see note below]. 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: THE PRECISE DETAIL CONTAINED IN THIS RESOLUTION IS WITHHELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT AND IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR RELEASE 
AT THIS TIME. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.33 PM. 
 
 

...................................................................... 
CHAIRPERSON 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

2.1 Notice of Intention to deal with Matters in Confidential Session 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01615481  AUTHOR: ED 
 
SUMMARY 
 
It is necessary for the Council to adopt a resolution to formalise its intention to deal with 
certain matters in Confidential Session.  The reports are incorporated in the "Confidential" 
business paper which has been circulated to Councillors. 
 
The Local Government Act, 1993 requires the General Manager to identify those matters 
listed on the business paper which may be categorised as confidential in terms of Section 
10A of the Local Government Act, 1993. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That pursuant to Section 10A(2)(d) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the 

following report be dealt with in Confidential Session: 
 
 10.1 – “Body Hire” Employees 
 
2 That the reason for dealing with Report No 10.1 confidentially is that it contains 

personnel matters concerning particular individuals and commercial information 
of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it. 

 
3 That Council request the General Manager in accordance with Section 253 of the 

Local Government Regulations 2005 report on this matter to the meeting in Open 
Session. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

3.1 Granting of Easements for Electricity Purposes over Council Land at 
Ourimbah, Glenning Valley and Tumbi Umbi 

TRIM REFERENCE: D01653484  AUTHOR: JMTT 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Approval is sought to grant easements to Energy Australia for electricity purposes, to vary 
existing easements for transmission lines and to grant temporary licences for access over 
Council land at Ourimbah, Glenning Valley and Tumbi Umbi. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council grant easements for electricity and other purposes over Council’s 

land, Lot 1 DP 1122895 at 39 Chittaway Road, Ourimbah and Lot 6 DP 241138 at 
Brush Road, Ourimbah to Energy Australia to accommodate a 132kv overhead 
transmission line. 

 
2 That Council approve variation of the existing easements for transmission line 

over Council’s land, Lot 2 DP 580104 at Edye Road, Ourimbah, Lot 20 DP 735022 
at Beckingham Road, Glenning Valley and Lot 2 DP 700153 at 21 Leetes Lane, 
Tumbi Umbi to Energy Australia to accommodate a 132kv overhead transmission 
line. 

 
3 That Council grant an easement for access over Council’s land, Lot 20 DP 

735022 at Beckingham Road, Glenning Valley to Energy Australia to provide 
access to the existing easement. 

 
4 That Council grant a licence over Council’s land, Lot 2 DP 700153 at 21 Leetes 

Lane, Tumbi Umbi and Lot 101 DP 790685 at 19 Leetes Lane, Tumbi Umbi to 
Energy Australia to provide access over the land to the existing easement.   

 
5 That Council authorise the Common Seal of the Wyong Shire Council to be 

affixed to related documents as required. 
 
6 That Council authorise the Mayor and the General Manager to execute all 

documents relating to the grant of easements and licences between Wyong Shire 
Council and Energy Australia. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Energy Australia proposes to construct a new 132kv transmission line to upgrade electricity 
infrastructure in the area.  The new transmission line will deliver power to a new substation 
being constructed by Energy Australia to supply electricity to the growing Central Coast 
community.  The transmission line has been designed to fit mainly within an existing 
easement corridor extending from Ourimbah to Tumbi Umbi.  Some new easements and 
rights of way will be required on Council land to support the new line. 
 
Approval is required to grant easements for electricity purposes, vary existing easements 
and grant temporary licences which will affect six Council properties.   
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THE PROPOSAL 
 
Council owned land at Lot 2 DP 580104 Edye Road Ourimbah, Lot 20 DP 735022 
Beckingham Road Glenning Valley and Lot 2 DP 700153 No 21 Leetes Lane Tumbi Umbi is 
affected by the route of the transmission lines.  This land is currently affected by easements 
in favour of Energy Australia.  The proposed works will be constructed within the limits of the 
existing easement and it is proposed that the terms of the existing easement for transmission 
line (singular) be varied to refer to easement for transmission lines (plural). 
 
Council owned land at Lot 1 DP 1122895 No 39 Chittaway Road Ourimbah and Lot 6 DP 
241138 Brush Road Ourimbah is affected by the route of the transmission lines.  Energy 
Australia will require easements for electricity purposes over the land. 
 
Council owned land at Lot 20 DP 735022 Beckingham Road Glenning Valley is affected by 
the route of the transmission lines.  Energy Australia will require an easement for access to 
enable access to the existing easement which is to be varied as set out above. 
 
Council owned land at Lot 2 DP 700153 No 21 Leetes Lane Tumbi Umbi and Lot 101 DP 
790685 No 19 Leetes Lane Tumbi Umbi is affected by the route of the transmission lines.  
Energy Australia will require a temporary licence for access over the land by construction 
vehicles to enable access to the existing easement which is to be varied as set out above.   
 
Lot 1 DP 1122895 at 39 Chittaway Road, Ourimbah is zoned 5 (a) Special Uses Water 
Supply.  The easements required are approximately 135 m2 and 88 m2.  See Plan A. 
 
Lot 2 DP 580104 at Edye Road, Ourimbah is zoned 7 (a) Conservation and is classified 
Community Land for Community Use. The existing easement is 2,746 m2.  See Plan B. 
 
Lot 6 DP 241138 at Brush Road, Tumbi Umbi is zoned 6 (a) Open Space and Recreation  
and is classified Community Land for Natural Areas.  The easement required is 
approximately 735 m2.  See Plan C. 
 
Lot 20 DP 735022 at Beckingham Road, Glenning Valley is zoned 6 (a) Open Space and 
Recreation and 7 (a) Conservation and is classified Community Land for Natural Areas.  The 
existing easement is 9,595 m2.  The easement for access is approximately 465 m2 over 
existing tracks.  See Plan D. 
 
Lot 2 DP 700153 at 21 Leetes Lane, Tumbi Umbi is zoned 7 (a) Conservation and is 
classified Community Land for Natural Areas.  The existing easement is 2,891 m2.  
Temporary access is required over an existing track having an area of approximately 635 m2.   
See Plan E. 
 
Lot 101 DP 790685 at 19 Leetes Lane, Tumbi Umbi is zoned 7 (a) Conservation and is 
classified Operational Land, Visually Significant.  Temporary access is required over an 
existing track having an area of approximately 450 m2.   See Plan E. 
 
Energy Australia has advised that it will pay reasonable compensation for the easements and 
licences and will pay survey, valuation and legal costs associated with the grant of the 
easements. 
 
The Manager, Customer and Community Services and the Manager, Water and Waste have 
no objection to the proposal. 
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OPTIONS 
 
Council has the option to: 
 
• Approve the proposed easements and licences, or 
• Refuse the proposed easements and licences. 
 
If Council approves the easements and licences, the impact on Council land is considered 
minor.  Council has no plans for alternate use of the land.  Granting the easements and 
licences will allow Energy Australia to proceed with the construction of the transmission line 
which is mainly within an existing easement corridor.  
 
Should Council refuse the granting of the easements and licences, Energy Australia has 
rights under Section 45 of the Electricity Supply Act 1995 provides: 
 

“(2)  For the purpose of exercising its functions under this or any other Act or law, a 
network operator:  
(a) may carry out work to which this section applies, and  
(b) in particular, may carry out any such work on a public road or public reserve. 
 

(3) Work to which this section applies is exempt from the requirement for an approval 
under the Local Government Act 1993 except in relation to buildings.” 

 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Energy Australia has approached Council in order to obtain the easements and licences and 
has agreed to pay compensation as assessed by a valuer.  Subject to Council’s approval, the 
easements and licences will be signed prior to the commencement of the work 
 
 
GOVERNANCE 
 
There is no impediment to the grant of the easements or licences over Operational land.  In 
relation to Community Land, Plan of Management No 5 for Community Use and Plan of 
Management No 10 for Natural Areas authorise the grant of easements and licences in the 
circumstances. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Granting the easements and licences to Energy Australia will benefit the Wyong community 
by facilitating the construction of the new transmission line and substation.  Council’s 
approval is required to ensure that the legal requirements are satisfied in relationship to the 
ownership and use of the land concerned. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Location Plan overall   
2  Site Plan - Lot 6 DP 241136 Brush Rd Ourimbah   
3  Site Plan - Lot 1 DP 1122895, 39 Chittaway Rd Ourimbah   
4  Site Plan - Lot 2 DP 580104 Edye Rd Ourimbah   
5  Site Plan - Lot 20 DP 735022 Beckingham Rd Glenning Valley   
6  Site Plan - Lot 2 DP 700153, Lot 101 DP 790685 Leetes Lane Tumbi Umbi   
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Planning Department
 

4.1 Contract CPA 157279 - Development of the Tuggerah Lakes 
Hydrodynamic Modelling 

TRIM REFERENCE: D01540653 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
This report seeks approval for the engagement of the NSW Department of Environment and 
Climate Change (DECC) to undertake the Contract CPA 157279 – Development of the 
Tuggerah Lakes Hydrodynamic Modelling in accordance with Council’s funding agreement 
with the Federal Government in relation to the Restoration of Tuggerah Lakes Estuarine 
System through Improved Water Quality Management. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council approve the engagement of the NSW Department of Environment and 
Climate Change for the contract in the amount of $633,000.00 excluding GST. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
History of Tuggerah Lakes Hydrodynamic Modelling  
 
Prior to the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary Management Plan (TLEMP), in 1996 Council undertook 
the Adaptive Environmental Assessment and Management Program for the Tuggerah Lakes 
system and associated catchments (AEAM), a major component of this study was the 
development of a model that described the hydrodynamics of the Tuggerah Lakes estuary. 
 
The hydrodynamics (circulation, mixing and flushing) of an estuary is a function of its 
physical characteristics such as shape, width, depth, and tidal movements. The AEAM found 
that the tidal flushing (ocean water entering through the entrance) of the Tuggerah Lakes 
estuary contributed very little to the circulation and mixing patterns within the lakes. Other 
lakes’ “flushing” studies have shown that the current daily "flushing" (water moving in and out 
through the entrance) of the lakes is about 1% of the total lakes’ volume. 
 
These studies have shown that if a more permanent entrance was constructed (i.e. twin 
breakwalls), the volume of water being "flushed" would only improve by 1%. Similar 
investigations have been done for construction of a second entrance at Budgewoi, similar to 
the Dawesville Channel on the Peel-Harvey estuary in Western Australia. It has been shown 
that like the permeant entrance “flushing” for the Tuggerah Lakes estuary would only improve 
by 1% and the effects would be limited to the small area surrounding the channel. 
Unfortunately for the Peel Harvey estuary, a second entrance did not produce the perceived 
benefits to the entire estuary because like the Tuggerah Lakes estuary, significant flushing 
comes from its large catchment, pushing water out through the lakes entrance ie from the 
river and creeks. This indicates that the lakes are more sensitive to the quality of the water 
entering from the catchment than from the ocean.  
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The process of lake water mixing within an estuary occurs when separate water bodies 
within the lakes join and dilute each other. In the Tuggerah Lakes estuary, moderate to 
strong winds are more important in this mixing process than are tidal flows from the ocean. 
The surface area of the Tuggerah Lakes estuary is large and its depth is relatively shallow 
(average 1.7m), which can at times result in waves and turbulence. Mixing within the open 
water of the lakes is primarily driven by wind action, however the amount of mixing that 
occurs between the shallow seagrass habitats (edges of the lakes) and the deeper open 
waters (middle of the lakes) of the estuary was assumed during the AEAM process to be 
minimal, however other evidence suggests that this is an incorrect assumption and therefore 
should be re-examined as it has direct implications for the way in which Council invests in 
stormwater treatment.  
 
The hydrodynamic modelling undertaken during the AEAM study stated that the shallow 
water was directly affected by the quality of the stormwater draining straight to it by the 
catchment that surrounds the edges of the lakes. The deeper sections of the lakes were 
directly affected by the stormwater that drains into the creeks before entering the deeper 
zones of the lakes.  
 
Currently, Council invests heavily in improving the stormwater quality from the catchments 
that drain straight to the shallow edges of the lakes based on the AEAM statement that 
stormwater affects the water quality of the shallow edges of the lakes. It was assumed that 
this relationship was responsible for the large algal blooms that occurred around the lakes’ 
foreshores during the late 1980’s and early 1990’s. The TLEMP suggests that this 
assumption may not be entirely correct and that the deeper water may mix with the shallow 
water more efficiently that previously assumed. To ensure that Council invests in stormwater 
improvement in the most appropriate locations, this assumption needs to be tested. This 
would see a shift in emphasis of investment from the catchments that drain directly to the 
edges of the lake to the catchments that drain into the rivers.  
 
 
Revision of AEAM Hydrodynamic Model 
 
On 10 December 2008, Council signed under the delegation of the General Manager, the 
initial funding agreement with the Federal Government (the Government) for the 
implementation of the TLEMP.  
 
The initial contract covers works for the financial years 2008/2009 and 2009/2010 totalling 
$8.6 million. The remainder of the promised $20 million will be covered in future contracts to 
be developed each financial year. 
  
The Government has chosen to fund this program through the "Caring for our Country" 
initiative, and as such, will only cover works considered to be "environmental" in nature 
that improve the water quality of the Tuggerah Lakes estuary. This contract is being 
managed by the Federal Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 
(DEWHA). 
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Within the initial contract, the Government has included a condition that Council engage the 
DECC to develop a hydrodynamic model for the Tuggerah Lakes. This is a significantly more 
sophisticated model than the one developed for the AEAM project. The purpose of this 
modelling work is to: 
 

• Use and refine existing model/s (AEAM) of the Tuggerah Lakes catchment and 
ensure that they are able to describe what actually happens during rainfall events. 
For the model to be a realistic representation of what actually occurs in the lakes’ 
system, it is crucial that water samples are collected during storms so that the results 
can be used to check that the model predicts the same outcome as actually occurs 
during a rainfall event; 

 
• Develop a hydrodynamic (water flow) model for Tuggerah Lakes and the creeks 

entering the lakes to assess impact of sediments and nutrients on the lake system; 
 

• Establish an ecological response model that predicts the impact on the plants and 
animals from the sediments and nutrients that come from the catchment; 

 
• Using the hydrodynamic and ecological response models, assess the impact of 

changes to land use and impact of climate change on the lakes; 
 

• Develop acceptable sediment and nutrient run off levels that would be needed to 
protect the Tuggerah Lakes estuary. This would ensure that development in the 
catchment did not negatively impact the Tuggerah Lakes estuary; 

 
• Establish planning guidelines to guide development in relation to sediment and 

nutrient run off ensuring the protection of the Tuggerah Lakes estuary. 
 
Council receives an exemption from the tender process in this case under Section 55 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 because Council is engaging a government entity. This section 
of the Act explains the requirements for tendering; subsection 3 explains the type of 
contracts to which Section 55 does not apply. The engagement of DECC classifies as an 
exemption under this subclause, enabling Council not to undertake a regular Tender 
process: 

 
“(3) This section does not apply to the following contracts: 

 a contract entered into by a Council with the Crown (whether in right of the 
Commonwealth, New South Wales or any other State or a Territory), a Minister of 
the Crown or a statutory body representing the Crown “ 

 
Of particular interest, DECC has recently developed on behalf of Great Lakes Council, 
similar models for Wallis, Smiths and Myall Lakes which have produced exceptional results. 
The DECC are the only body that can integrate catchment water flow modelling with 
ecological response models in a way that derives a direct measure of the achievements of 
catchment management practices. It is for this reason that the Federal Government has 
conditioned Council to engage DECC to carry out such work on Council’s behalf. The work 
that DECC did for Great Lakes Council cost in excess of $1 million, and therefore the work 
they propose to undertake for Wyong Council represents excellent value for money.  
 
It should be noted that this study does not intend to investigate lakes flushing dynamics (i.e. 
how well the ocean water entering through the lakes entrance “flushes” the lakes) as this has 
been the subject of numerous studies and has shown to be minimal. Given that these studies 
have shown that any intervention at the lakes entrance would not produce the perceived 
water quality benefits to the lakes, it is not the intention of the EMP Implementation project to 
pursue interventions such as breakwalls at The Entrance, second entrances or temporary 
seawalls.  
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DETAILS OF THE PROJECT 
 
Project Tasks and Budget 
 
Table 1 summarises the main tasks of the project and the budget assigned for its 
development: 
 
Table 1 Summary of Main Project Tasks 

Task No. Description of Tasks Included in the New Variation 
Variation No 5 

Amount 
(Excl. GST) 

1 Establish a hydrodynamic model for the Tuggerah 
Lakes Estuary: 
This is to be based on existing information and models 
of the Lakes  

$120,000.00 

2 Establish an Ecological Response Model: 
This model will be linked to the hydrodynamic model 
and will describe critical ecological processes within the 
lakes and assess the impact of nutrient and sediment 
loads from the catchment on the lakes. Samples from 
the lakes will be collected to test against modelled 
results.  

$310,000.00 

3 Model the effects of various landuse management 
scenarios: 
Scenarios will include changes to landuse and climate 
change. 

$43,000.00 

4 Development of target nutrient loads for the lakes: 
These targets will inform Water Sensitive Urban Design 
practices.  

$80,000.00 

5 Establish Planning Guidelines for the protection of 
the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary 
 

$80,000.00 

 
Time-frame 
 
DECC is required to finalise the contract by 31 May 2010. Table 2 identifies the timeframe 
assigned to each of the deliverables.  
 
Table 2 Summary of deliverable completion dates 

Deliverable Commencement Date Completion Date 

1 1 February 2009 31 August 2009 

2 1 February 2009 31 March 2010 

3 1 March 2010 30 April 2010 

4 1 March 2009 30 April 2010 

5 1 April 2010 31 May 2010 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Given that the establishment of a contract between DECC and Council for the development 
of a Hydrodynamic Model for the Tuggerah Lakes is a condition of the funding agreement 
between Council and the Federal Government, it is recommended that Council approve the 
engagement of DECC to undertake the project under a contract in the amount of 
$633,000.00 (excl GST) as discussed in this report.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

4.2 Contract Variations - January 2009 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01666477  AUTHOR: GP 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Reporting on variations made to contracts with a value greater than $150,000 (excl GST) 
and, where necessary, approval is sought for additional contingency funding.  The report 
covers approved variations for the period 1 January to 31 January 2009. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council note the variations to contracts in Attachment 1. 
 
2 That Council approve additional contingency amounts for the following contracts 

to provide for further potential variations (values are excl GST).  
  

Contract Name Contract No. Contingency 
(ex GST) 

Design and Tender Documentation of No 3 
Aeration Tank at Charmhaven Sewage 
Treatment Plant 

CPA/145814 $16,000.00 

Concept, Detail Design and Tender 
Documentation for Toukley STP Inlet 
Works Upgrade 

CPA/136486 $25,000.00 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Contracts entered into by Council are awarded either by Council resolution or under 
delegated authority. Section 55 of the Local Government Act requires that contracts of an 
estimated value greater than $150,000.00 (excl GST) be publicly tendered and approved by 
Council resolution. 
 
Contracts of an estimated value less than $150,000.00 (excl GST) are awarded under 
Delegations of Authority made to the General Manager. 
 
The Final Value of a contract is the amount tendered by the recommended tenderer (incl 
contingencies) and approved by Council or staff delegation, as the case may be. 
 
Construction and Service Contracts routinely require variations during the course of the 
contract due to unforeseeable circumstances, changes in design or changes in service 
demand on the finished product. 
 
A Contract that guarantees Council a fixed schedule of rates for goods or services to be 
supplied over time, may require variations to the original estimated value due to the changes 
in demand for the goods / services. 
 
Contracts for Consultants or Professional Services also may change during the course of an 
agreement due to changes in outcomes being sought by Council, or changes enforced by 
circumstances affecting the work being done. 
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Contracts routinely include a contingency sum to cover a level of variations acknowledged in 
contracting as “normal”. Contingency amounts are generally expressed as a percentage of 
the contract value, commonly 10% of the contract value, but vary between 5% and 30%, or 
may be expressed as a specific dollar value. 
 
Contingencies provide authority for staff to approve variations up to the contingency amount. 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
 
To enable completion of the projects arising from the contracts in this report, it is necessary 
for Council to provide funding commensurate with the actual scope of works completed by 
the contractors. 
 
Of the five contracts with variations for the reporting period, funds previously approved by 
Council are at this time considered sufficient to ensure completion for three of those 
contracts. 
 
Two contracts require additional contingency funds to be approved by Council. The 
additional funds requested are necessary to cover actual or anticipated future variations to 
those contracts. 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Not applicable 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
On contracts approved by Council Resolution, variation expenditure approved under 
delegated authority (ie within the contingency amount) is reported to Council on a monthly 
basis. For variations that exceed the contingency amount, authority will be requested from 
Council on a monthly basis. 
 
For contracts awarded by Delegated Authority, variations are reported and authority 
requested for additional contingency, on a monthly basis, if the final contract amount is 
expected to exceed $150,000 (ex GST). 
 
In seeking Council’s resolution to approve expenditure, all amounts are expressed exclusive 
of Goods & Services Tax. 
 
For those contracts where additional contingency is sought, the additional expenditure to be 
incurred under the contract will be met as follows: 
 
CPA/145814 – Loan Funds 
 
CPA/136486 - Loan Funds 
 
PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Not applicable. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Not applicable. 
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GOVERNANCE 
 
Not applicable 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
To enable completion of the projects arising from the contracts reported, it is necessary for 
Council to approve additional funds for two (2) of those contracts. 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Contract Variations January 2009   
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Design and Tender Documentation of No 3 Aeration Tank at Charmhaven Sewage Treatment Plant 

Contract 
Number 

Date of 
Council 

Approval 

Contractor Approved 
Contract 

Value 
 
 
 

$ 

Total 
Approved 

Budget 
(incl. 

contingency) 
 

$ 

Actual 
Contract 

Value  
 
 
 

$ 

Value of 
Variations 
Previously 
Reported  

 
 

$ 

Value of 
Variations 

For 
Reporting 

Period 
 

$ 

Total Value 
of Variations 

 
 
 
 

$ 

Source of 
Funds 

145814 22/10/2008 
Cardno (Qld) 

Pty Ltd 
 

144,755.00 159,230.00 157,167.50 6,010.00 6,402.50 12,412.50 Loan Funds 

Description Value 
$ Description Value 

$ 

Variation 3 - Geotechnical investigation of the new 
aeration tank location. Previous 1987 investigation 
did not cover the area of the new location of the 
tank. The tank position was changed due to 
environmental constraints. 

5,940.00 

Variation 4 – Cost for Project 
Management services to seek, review 
and report on additional pricing quotation  
for the geotechnical investigation to 
comply with Council procurement 
guidelines. 

462.50 

 
Work under the contract is estimated at 40% complete. One variation for approx. $18,000 is still to be assessed and valued. The remaining 
contingency as initially approved in the contract budget will not be sufficient to cover this variation. An additional contingency amount of $16,000 is 
therefore sought.   
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Concept, Detail Design and Tender Documentation for Toukley STP Inlet Works Upgrade 
Contract 
Number 

Date of 
Council 

Approval 

Contractor Approved 
Contract 

Value 
 
 
 

$ 

Total 
Approved 

Budget 
(incl. 

contingency) 
 

$ 

Actual 
Contract 

Value  
 
 
 

$ 

Value of 
Variations 
Previously 
Reported  

 
 

$ 

Value of 
Variations 

For 
Reporting 

Period 
 

$ 

Total Value 
of Variations 

 
 
 
 

$ 

Source of 
Funds 

136486 26/03/2008 

Maunsell 
Australia Pty 

Ltd 
 

144,755.00 164,053.00 157,809.00 8,750.00 Nil 8,750.00 Loan Funds 

Description Value 
$ Description Value 

$ 
No variations for the reporting period    
 
Work under the contract is estimated at 80% complete. Two variations for approx. $30,000 are still to be assessed and valued. The remaining 
contingency as initially approved in the contract budget will not be sufficient to cover these variations. An additional contingency amount of $25,000 is 
therefore sought.  
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Management & Operation of Wyong, Toukley & The Entrance Pools 

Contract 
Number 

Date of 
Council 

Approval 

Contractor Approved 
Contract 

Value 
 
 
 
$ 

Total Approved 
Budget 

 
 
 
 
$ 

Actual 
Contract 

Value  
 
 
 
$ 

Value of 
Variations 
Previously 
Reported  

 
 
$ 

Value of 
Variations 

For 
Reporting 

Period 
 
$ 

Total Value 
of Variations 

 
 
 
 
$ 

Source of 
Funds 

 
 

116095 

 
 

22/08/2007 

 
 

YMCA 

 
 

869,500.00 
(initial  

 19 month  
period) 

 
 

944,000.00 
(based on initial 
19 month period  

plus 2 month  
extension) 

 
 

 
 

925,000.00 

 
 

Nil 

 
 

75,000.00 

 
 

75,000.00 

 
 

Management 
Plan Lines 

 
1.7.13 

& 
1.7.14 

Description Value 
$ Description Value 

$ 
Variation 1 - As per Ordinary Meeting 10/12/2008 
Item 557. Council resolved to extend the current 
contract with YMCA of Sydney for the management 
of the pools for a further 2 months until 30 June 
2008. 

75,000.00   

 
The variation reported represents the value of the two month extension period as approved by Council at its meeting of 10 December 2008. The 
actual final contract value will be approximately $19k less than the budget. This reduction is attributable to reduced financial subsidies payable by 
Council to the contractor as a result of reduced operating costs.  A fresh tender process is currently being implemented for a long-term management 
contract, as such, no additional funds are sought.
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Construction of The Entrance Community Centre Stage 2 
Contract 
Number 

Date of 
Council 

Approval 

Contractor Approved 
Contract Value 

 
 
 
$ 

Total Approved 
Budget 

(incl. contingency)
 
 

$ 

Current 
Actual 

Contract 
Value  

 
$ 

Value of 
Variations 
Previously 
Reported  

 
$ 

Value of 
Variations For 

Reporting 
Period 

 
$ 

Total Value of 
Variations  

 
 
 

$ 

Source of 
Funds 

140816 25/06/2008 
B.R. McKenzie 
Constructions 

Pty Ltd 
2,174,679.00 2,392,146.90 2,224,333.51 32,323.13 17,331.38 49,654.51 Section 94  

Contributions 

Description Value 
$ Description Value 

$ 
Variation 2B - Variation to upgrade sections of concrete 
pathway to allow vehicles to Men’s Shed and Building C due to 
change to access provisions.    

8,430.60 

Variation 20 - Credit variation for deletion of 
specified new concrete footpath between existing 
Buildings A & B - retain existing concrete footpath 
instead. 

(-3,337.00) 

Variation 4 - Remove and refix roof sheets to permit removal of 
asbestos cement soffit eaves lining to Building C (Latent 
Condition) 

1,888.00 
Variation 24 - Additional costs to upgrade café in 
Building C to provide semi-commercial café in 
lieu of basic facility as specified. 

7,437.56 

Variation 5 - Various woodwork items as follows: (1) 
Replacement of sections of rotten verandah beams to Bldg C 
& E; (2) Replacement of rotten verandah posts to Bldg C & E; 
(3) New fascia to south side of Bldg C, D & E associated with 
asbestos removal works; (4) Additional detail to top surface of 
Verandah floor joists to prevent premature failure; (5) 
Additional requirements for fixings to prevent premature failure;  
(6)  Opportunity to realise a saving of $2,400 in timber decking 
taken up. 

12,906.16 
Variation 25 - Credit variation for use of 
alternative water piping for rough-in to Buildings 
C, D & E in lieu of copper pipe as specified. 

(-2,000.00) 

Variation 11A - Additional costs to reinforce and strengthen 
existing Buildings C & E timber roof framing as required by 
structural engineer 

1,828.57 
Variation 27 - Credit variation for revised 
stormwater design following review and 
rationalisation of site stormwater requirements. 

(-10,269.67) 

Variation 17A - Latent condition - remove section of concrete 
floor found to be unsuitable when uncovered and replace with 
timber floor in Building D.  Install vinyl floor coverings to 
selected areas in lieu of timber floors as specified in contract. 

3,467.26 
Variation 28 - Credit variation for deletion of 
requirement for project signboard as specified - 
other signage deemed to be adequate. 

(-1,000.00) 

Variation 18 - Credit variation for coloured concrete paving in 
lieu of exposed aggregate concrete paving as per contract 
documents. 

(-2,020.10)   

 
Work under the contract is estimated at 64% complete (by costs to date). Two variations for approx. $7,931.00 are still to be assessed and valued. The 
remaining contingency as initially approved in the contract budget is considered sufficient at this time to cover these and potential future variations.  
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Provision of Professional Engineering Consulting Services For the Mardi to Mangrove Link 
Contract 
Number 

Dept. Date of 
Council 

Approval 

Contractor Approved 
Contract 

Value 
 
 
 
 

$ 

Contingency 
Amount       
(if any) 

 
 
 
 
$ 

Total 
Approved 

Budget 
 
 
 
 

$ 

Current 
Actual 

Contract 
Value 

Including 
Approved 
Variations 

$ 

Variance 
– 

Approved 
Budget to 

Actual     
 
 
$ 

Value of 
Variations 
Previously 
Reported 

To Council
 
 
$ 

Value of 
Variations 

For 
Reporting 

Period 
 
 

$ 

Total 
Value of 

Variations  
 
 
 
 
$ 

130386 Shire 
Services 

 
 

12/12/2007 
&  

27/08/2008 
(contract 

amended) 

GHD Pty Ltd

 
7,846,476 

(as amended 
by Council – 
original value 

$5.944 
million) 

592,727.27 8,439,203.27 8,044,515.58
Nil 

Within 
Budget 

1,069,705.00 1,030,334.22 2,100,039.22 

Individual Variations For The Reporting Period 

Description Value 
$ Description Value 

$ 
Variation 9 -  Delay costs due to the route changing 
from predominantly on the road to predominantly 
cross-country .The most significant components of 
this variation are: 

o Rise and Fall on the delayed design activities 
being $191,000 

o Additional 22 weeks of project management 
costs being $194,000  

480,162.00 Variations 12 – Adjustment of rise and fall costs for 
time & expense rates. (-100,000.00) 

Variation 10 - Additional detailed investigations for 
Sector 6 route selection. These investigations included 
general engineering, geotechnical investigations, 
geomorphological reviews, review of microtunnelling 
aspects, environmental investigations, flooding 
assessment, constructability review and cost 
estimates. 
 

273,000.00 

Variation 19 -  Additional design costs due to  
alignment change (Pipeline Route Changed From 
Road To Cross Country)  
The decision by Council to accept a cross country 
route requires additional work. This includes: 
� walking a mainly cross-country route, including 
discussions with affected landowners; 
� design of microtunnelling (as required); 
� consideration of access for construction (not 
envisaged to be a major issue when the ‘site’ was 
in the 
road reserve); and 
� changes to the number and design of river 
crossings (ie pipe bridges, trenching or underboring 
rather than fixed to existing road bridges). 

180,000.00 
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Variation 17 -  Delay costs due to landholder 
indemnity issues and the on-going extensive 
landowner discussions that were undertaken. The 
GHD team was unable to progress works in 
accordance with their original contract programme for 
a period of approximately 3 months. The majority of 
the GHD design team had to be redeployed to other 
GHD operations, the GHD core team and project 
managers were kept on the project to ensure 
continuity of the process.   

 

36,172.22 
 

Variation 23 – Co-ordination of Surveyors for 
resurvey following change of pipeline route from 
road to private property.  
 

25,000.00 

Variation 18 - Increased scope of work for the upgrade 
of the Lower Wyong Weir and Fishway. The scope 
was revised to include, debris and vegetation 
clearance from the weir, removal of sedimentation 
near upstream wall, installation of vertical slot low-flow 
fishway, accurate river flow measurement, upgrade of 
access including boat accesses.  

The variation includes concept design, detailed 
design, input for REF, RFT documentation and 
construction phases services. 

136,000.00   

 
Variations for the reporting period represent components of the additional work identified in the Council report of August 27, 2008 at which additional 
funds were approved for the pre-construction phase work to be carried out under the contract. These variations and recent projections of costs 
against this contract indicate a projected shortfall in the budget of approximately $1,000,000. This will be addressed in a separate submission in 
March 2009. 
 
  



 

- 50 - 

25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Planning Department
 

5.1 Proposed Council Policy Review - Shire Planning Policies "F6 - 
Operation of Temporary Food Premises" and "E3 - Enforcement 
Policy" 

TRIM REFERENCE: D01666889  AUTHOR: BF 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Planning – Legal and Policy Unit has undertaken a planning related review of policy 
documents. This report deals with Policies E3 Enforcement Policy and F6 – Operation of 
Temporary Food Premises. 
 
Policy E3 is an existing policy that has been reviewed and updated in accordance with 
current practices.  
 
Policy F6 is a new policy designed to ensure that food sold from temporary food premises 
does not become unsafe or unsuitable. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council’s draft Policies E3 Enforcement and F6 Operation of Temporary 

Food Premises be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days for public 
comment. 

 
2 That Council, subject to there being no objections that cannot be resolved 

by minor amendments to the policies, the policies be adopted under the 
delegation of the General Manager and appropriate public notice be given. 

 
3 That Council’s Policy Manual be updated and made available to the public and 

staff via Council's webpage once the policies are adopted. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As part of Council's regulatory responsibilities, the entire Council Policy Manual is currently 
being reviewed to ensure documentation is sufficiently up to date and available to the public.  
The Shire Planning Department has responsibility for 18 Council policies and these have 
been reviewed with reference to policy development history, current relevance and to identify 
opportunities to improve and update policies.   
 
It is noted that a number of policies were originally instituted by previous Councils and may 
no longer have particular relevance given changes in population, legislation and practice 
within the Shire over recent decades. For this reason, Policy E3 has been reviewed and 
updated to ensure relevance to current users.   
 
Policy E3 – Enforcement Policy 
 
Policy E3 is an existing policy that was adopted in 2006. This policy has been reviewed and 
minor amendments have been made to outline Council’s current practices and procedures.  
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Policy F6 – Operation of Temporary Food Premises  
 
Policy F6 is a new policy designed to ensure that food sold from temporary food premises 
does not become unsafe or unsuitable, by requiring that operators comply with the 
NSW Food Act, 2003 and the NSW Food Authority’s guidelines “Food Handling Guidelines at 
Temporary Events”.  Further, the policy will require operators to obtain from Council an 
annual licence, or “Approval to Operate” should they wish to operate within Wyong Shire. 
 
Local Government Act  
 
The Local Government Act (LGA) 1993 provides for the adoption of two types of policies by 
Council - a Local Approvals Policy (LAP) (addressing the activities for which approval is 
required within the “activities” Table to s.68) and a Local Orders Policy (LOP).  Procedures 
for exhibition, consideration of submissions, adoption and notification of these policies are 
expressly provided within the Act. There are no procedures outlined in the Act for the 
adoption of other types of Council policies. 
 
The method of adoption of either a LAP or a LOP is clearly spelled out in the Local 
Government (General) Regulations, 2005, requiring a 28 day exhibition with 2 newspaper 
notices, allowing 42 days for submissions.  All submissions must be considered and the 
matter reported to Council for adoption, with or without change.   
 
For policies within Council’s Policy Manual that do not fall within the LAP and LOP, such as 
those outlined in this report, Council has adopted a procedure similar to that of a 
Development Control Plan (DCP) chapter. The LAP only deals with activities that require 
approval under the table to Section 68 of the LGA Act. The LOP relates only to Orders. 
Therefore, other issues for which Council wants to adopt a policy stance are dealt with 
through the adoption of a policy by Council which is then placed within Council’s Policy 
Manual.  The procedure for exhibition is to seek agreement from Council to exhibit the draft 
policy for 28 days.  Where submissions are of a significant number or raise significant issues, 
the drafts may be amended and/or referred to Council for adoption. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that policies E3 and F6 be exhibited for a period of 28 days. Should there 
be no significant objections received by Council during the notification period it is 
recommended that the policies be adopted and incorporated within the Wyong Shire Council 
Policy Manual.  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Draft E3 - Enforcement Policy   
2  Draft F6 - Operation of Temporary Food Premises   
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E3 Enforcement Policy 
 
 

Department:  Shire Planning  
Unit: Planning - Legal and Policy 
Review Details:  
Responsible Officer:   
File: F2004/07051 
  
Adopted on:  11 October 2006 
 

Amended on:   

 
 
Purpose 
 
To ensure Council’s authorised officers act promptly, consistently, safely and effectively in 
response to reports or allegations of unlawful activity. 
 
Objectives 
 
The aim of this policy is to establish clear guidelines in order for staff to exercise discretion in 
dealing with reports about unlawful activity including the following: 
 
1 To facilitate a prompt response to allegations of unlawful activity – response to be 

provided to the person(s) who raised the issue within 30 days (dependent upon the 
nature, risk and urgency of the matter) and action to be commenced immediately 
where necessary; 

 
2 Open and consistent approach to enforcement; 
 
3 An organised and effective process of education, consultation with, and assistance to 

the community; 
 
4 The seeking of appropriate remedies when there is a breach of law; 
 
5 Enforcement action to be taken with procedural fairness. 
 
Application 
 
This policy applies to Council’s authorised officers in their investigation of allegations of 
unlawful activity and subsequent enforcement of identified breaches. 
 
This policy is primarily directed at the regulation of development activity. However, the policy 
is also applicable to other regulatory activities such as pollution control, regulation of parking, 
and control over the keeping of animals. 
 
Responsibility 
 
All Council staff, where authorised by delegation, who investigate written and verbal action 
requests alleging unlawful activity are responsible for implementing these policy guidelines. 
 
All notifications of alleged unlawful activity will be logged into Council’s Customer 
Relationship Management (CRM) System and sent to the relevant Council Officer. 
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Definitions 
 
The NSW Ombudsman defines unlawful activity or work that has been or is being carried 
out: 
 
• Contrary to the terms or conditions of a development consent, approval, permission or 

licence 
 
• Contrary to an environmental planning instrument that regulates the activities or work 

that can be carried out on particular land 
 
• Contrary to a legislative provision regulating a particular activity or work  
 
• Without a required development consent, approval, permission or licence 
 
Investigating unlawful activity 
 
Not all allegations will be investigated by Council’s authorised officers.  The authorised officer 
in consultation with their Supervisor/Manager will consider a range of factors when deciding 
whether to investigate.  These include: 
 
• Is there a more appropriate agency to investigate and deal with the matter? 
 
• Is the matter within the jurisdiction of Council? 
 
• Is the activity or work permissible with or without consent? 
 
• Is the complaint frivolous or vexatious? 
 
• Has too much time elapsed since the event? 
 
• Is it in the public interest to investigate? 
 
• Is it a matter of health or safety of the community? 
 
If a decision is made not to investigate an allegation, this decision must be recorded with the 
reasons for that decision and Council will advise the complainant of the reasons for this 
decision, in writing. 
 
Taking enforcement action 
 
When deciding whether to take enforcement action, Council will consider the relevant 
circumstances of the case including: 
 
• When was the unlawful activity carried out and for how long? 
 
• How has the unlawful activity affected the natural or built environment and the health, 

safety and amenity of the area? 
 
• Would consent have been given if it had been sought? 
 
• Consideration of past history including what actions or representations have previously 

been made; 
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• Whether the matter should be dealt with by PIN or formal legal proceedings. Note: 
when persons elect to pay PIN, Council is stopped from taking Class 5 (criminal 
proceedings) in the Land and Environment Court (estoppel). 

 
• Has the Council created a situation where it cannot take further action? (ie where a 

time limit applies to Council’s ability to take action). 
 
Delegations for enforcement action 
 
The delegations for Council staff to initiate various levels of enforcement action are set out in 
Council’s Delegations Manual. 
 
Responding to requests or allegations 
 
All persons who report an alleged unlawful activity to Council will be responded to in writing 
or by telephone within 30 days. This timeframe may be less for urgent matters.  
 
Reference: NSW Ombudsman’s Enforcement Guidelines for Councils 
 
 
Date Adopted: xxxxx 
File Number:    F2004/07051 
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F6 OPERATION OF TEMPORARY FOOD PREMISES 
 
 
Department:  Shire Planning 
Unit: Regulation and Compliance 
File: F2004/07011 
  
Adopted on:   Revision Required by: 
 
 
POLICY OBJECTIVES 
 
1 To ensure food sold from Temporary Food Premises does not become unsafe or 

unstable. 
 
 
PREAMBLE  
 
A policy designed to ensure that food sold from temporary food premises is prepared, stored 
and handled so as to not become unsafe or unsuitable for sale within Wyong Shire.  Further, 
the Policy will ensure operators obtain an annual licence or “Approval to Operate” within the 
Wyong Shire, to enable suitable ongoing monitoring of health standards. 
 
 
RELATED POLICIES AND LEGISLATION 
 
1 NSW Food Act, 2003;  
 
2 NSW Food Regulation, 2004; and 
 
3 Australian New Zealand Food Standards Code. 
 
 
POLICY REQUIREMENTS 
 
1 Food businesses selling food at temporary events are required to comply with the Food 

Act 2003, Food Regulation 2004, the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code and 
the NSW Food Authority’s guidelines “Food Handling Guidelines at Temporary Events”. 

 
2 Prior to selling any food at a temporary event, a food business must hold a current 

“Approval to Operate” issued by Wyong Shire Council. 
 
3 An “Approval to Operate” a temporary food business must be renewed annually if the 

food business continues to operate within Wyong Shire. 
 
RELATED PROCEDURES 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 



 

- 56 - 

25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

5.2 Proposed Councillors' Community Improvement Grants 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01648827 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Councillors propose the following allocation of funds for expenditure from Councillors’ 
Community Improvement Grants (CCIG). 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council allocate an amount of $7,416 from the 2008-09 Councillors’ Community 
Improvement Grants as outlined in Attachment 1. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Provision has been made in Council's Management Plan for each Councillor to recommend 
to Council the donation of funds to individuals, local service, charitable or community 
organisations who operate in the Shire or provide a benefit specifically to the residents of the 
Shire.  
 
Donations may also be made to individuals or groups in pursuit of excellence, including 
sporting and cultural excellence, subject to CCIG Policy. Funds may also be allocated for 
emergency assistance in the event of natural disasters such as bushfires, flood or drought 
anywhere in Australia, subject to CCIG Policy. The funds are granted subject to approval of 
the Council as a whole.  
 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
 
To allocate funding to community groups or individuals in accordance with the CCIG Policy. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Under the Policy all proposed allocations are subject to the approval of the Council as a 
whole. 
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STRATEGIC LINKS 
 
Management Plan 
 
Principal Activity Key Issue(s) and Objective (s) Financial Line Item 

No and Description 
A better community Enhance the quality of life of the Shire’s 

residents 
1.1.11 – Community 
Financial Support 

 
 
Contribution of Proposal to the Principal Activity 
 
The Councillors’ Community Improvement Grants were developed to help charitable 
community groups and in doing so helping the broader community. 
 
 
Link to Key Focus Areas 
 
Nil. 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Expenditure is approved until the end of the current financial year. Unspent approvals lapse 
30 June 2009. 
 
 
Principles of Sustainability 
 
Nil. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Applications that met the criteria were distributed to Councillors for their consideration. 
Applications received directly from Councillors were not distributed to other Councillors. 
 
 
GOVERNANCE 
 
All expenditure recommended is permissible under Section 24 and 356(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed allocations contained in this report are permissible under the Council’s policy 
on Councillors’ Community Improvement Grants.  The process has been correct and Council 
may confirm the grants at its option. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1  Proposed Councillors' Community Improvement Grants Allocations 2008-09   
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COUNCILLORS' COMMUNITY 
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 

ALLOCATION
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TOTAL

Allocation 01/12/2008 - 30/06/2009 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 7,500 75,000
Expenditure up to and including 

Ordinary Council Meeting of 
28/01/2009

325 0 250 1,000 0 400 0 500 300 1,850 4,625

Available allocation as at 28/01/2009 7,175 7,500 7,250 6,500 7,500 7,100 7,500 7,000 7,200 5,650 70,375

 Proposed Allocations for            
25 February 2009

Australian Red Cross Help with 
fundraising for the 
Victorian Bushfire 
Appeal 2009

1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000

Berkeley Vale Rugby 
League and Sports 
Club

Assist with 
purchasing 3 oxtail 
deluxe gazebos for 
purpose of sun 
protection for 
players

250 250

Australian Rotary 
Health Research 
Fund

Assist with mental 
health issues by 
sponsoring the 
Great Australian 
Bike Ride through 
Wyong in April 
2009

250 250

Long Jetty District 
Senior Citizens Club 
Inc

Assist with 
luncheon for 
Seniors Week 15-
22 March 2009

250 115 430 205 1,000

North Entrance North 
Progress Assn & 
Coastcare TEN

Assist to purchase 
timber benches at 
various streets at 
The Entrance North

490 490 980

Rotary Club of 
Northlakes Toukley

Assist with 
sponsorship of golf 
day for the 
community run 
annually by Rotary 
Club

250 250

St John Fisher 
Catholic School

Assist with 
bereavement 
program "Seasons 
for Growth"

236 236

Toukley Torchbearers 
for Legacy

Assist to defray 
cost incurred in 
Charity Golf Day for 
legacy house 2008

250 250

Tuggerah Lakes 
National 
Servicemen's 
Association

Assist with 
equipment used to 
conduct charity 
fundraising sausage 
sizzles

500 500

Wyong Family 
History Group Inc 
State Conference 
2009

Assist with printing 
of conference 
booklet

500 200 700

0 250 2,115 1,430 1,431 1,500 0 0 690 0 7,416

Total Accumulated Allocations as at 
25/02/2009

325 250 2,365 2,430 1,431 1,900 0 500 990 1,850 12,041

Australian Red Cross - Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal 2009 (Council 

Resolution 11/02/2009)
10,000

Australian Red Cross - Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal 2009 staff donations   

$ for $
8,790

Balance of Accumulated and Pending 
Allocations 2,204 2,129 4,244 4,309 3,310 3,779 1,879 2,379 2,869 3,729 30,831

5,296 5,371 3,256 3,191 4,190 3,721 5,621 5,121 4,631 3,771 44,169Balance Uncommitted as at 25/02/2009

Total Proposed Allocations for 
25/02/2009

 
  



 

- 59 - 

25 February 2009 General Manager’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting General Manager's Unit
 

6.1 2008-09 Management Plan - December 2008 Quarter Review 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672566  AUTHOR: BR 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Quarterly report on progress against Council’s 2008-09 Management Plan. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council receive and note the report. 
 
2 That Council approve and endorse budget amendments proposed in this report 

in accordance with the December Quarter Review – 2008-09 Management Plan. 
  
3 That Council note the advice from Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer 

that in accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (Part 9 
Division 3; Clause 203) that Council’s financial position is satisfactory. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 407 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the General Manager to report to 
Council within two months after the end of each quarter on the extent to which the 
performance targets set by Council’s current Management Plan have been achieved during 
that quarter. 
 
This report contains an overview of progress against Council’s Key Focus Areas and the 
Performance Measures and Strategic Program identified in the 2008-09 Management Plan. It 
highlights achievements during the quarter and potential impediments to undertaking actions 
or meeting performance targets. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE QUARTER 
 
Car Park Cutler Drive Wyong 
 
During the December quarter construction of a new $320,000 car park at Cutler Drive, 
Wyong was completed. The new car park, located next to Treelands Care and Education 
Centre, makes it safer for parents to drop children off at the centre and nearby Wyong Public 
School. 
The state-of-the art car park provides over 40 parking spaces for staff and parents of children 
at the centre and nearby school. The car park also features a drop-off zone for parents to 
drop their children off and escort them into the centre. As part of the project new safety 
fencing was constructed as well as drainage improvements and additional landscaping. The 
car park will also benefit the local community with footpath links to the nearby area, providing 
a convenient walkway for parents picking up children from the centre or school. 
 
Improvements to Lakeside Parks 
 
Council completed the installation of $360,000 worth of recreational equipment at seven 
lakeside parks as part of its Estuary Management Plan during the December quarter. The 
upgrades included 17 new picnic tables, 10 picnic shelters, 7 bike racks and 30 bench seats 
at Colongra Bay Reserve and Tom Burke Reserve Lake Munmorah, Northlakes Oval, John 
Pete Howard Reserve and San Remo Hot Water Outlet and Woodland Parkway Budgewoi. 
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NSW Planning Award 
 
In December Council won a prestigious NSW-wide award designed to encourage excellence 
in sustainable designing, planning and building. The award was announced in Sydney at the 
presentation of 2007-2008 Environment Awards by the State's Local Government and Shire's 
Association. Council won its division of the Sustainable Design, Planning and Building Award 
- one of the most competitive of the 12 categories - and then was judged the overall NSW 
winner. The award was presented to Council for a planning system that provides a balance 
between development and environmental protection. The annual awards, which recognise 
outstanding achievements in managing and protecting the environment, are in their 10th year 
and are open to all Councils. 
 
 
KEY FOCUS AREAS 
 
In addition to Council’s ongoing commitment to a range of services and facilities, the 2008-09 
Management Plan includes a list of priority medium-term actions, or Key Focus Areas. 
 
Table 1:  Twelve Key Focus Areas 
Reference Key Focus Area 

1 Performing Arts Centre • Build a performing arts/entertainment centre in Wyong 

2 Sports Grounds • Construct sports grounds at Warnervale-Wadalba 

3 Shared Pathways • Extend the shared pathway system 

4 Warnervale Town Centre • Complete the Warnervale Town Centre – including construction 

of a Recreation and Aquatic Centre 

5 Employment projects • Implement employment generating projects 

6 Town Centre Strategies • Complete Stage I of the town centre strategies at The 

Entrance, Toukley, Warnervale and Wyong/Tuggerah 

7 The Entrance Town Centre  • Complete The Entrance Town Centre upgrade 

8 Estuary Management Plan • Adopt, seek funding for and implement the Estuary 

Management Plan 

9 Pacific Highway • Lobby for funding for the Pacific Highway between Tuggerah 

and North Wyong 

10 Water Supply • Secure the water supply 

11 Buttonderry  • Plan for the future of Buttonderry Waste Management Facility 

12 Shire Strategic Vision • Develop an integrated sustainable Shire Strategic Vision 

 
Action plans have been developed to implement each of the twelve key focus areas and they 
are being emphasised in work program across the organisation. Pages 86-88 of the 
Management Plan Quarterly Review enclosure contain the timelines for the Key Focus Area 
projects. 
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Progress to date is reported below: 
 
1 Performing Arts Centre 
 
Stage 1 of the process to establish a Performing Arts Centre has been completed. This has 
involved the completion of research, feasibility and planning studies for the proposed centre 
including the development of the Business Plan. 
 
An extended peer review of the Business Plan and Design Brief was undertaken to: better 
define capital and operational costs; review cost escalation over the project duration; identify 
asset management expenditures over a 20 year period; and review the initial assumptions 
made on the Memorial Hall and River Road sites. As part of the peer review process, staff 
also inspected the Cessnock Performing Arts Centre, Hunter School of Performing Arts 
Theatre and MacKillop College Theatre.  
 
The results of the peer review were presented to a Councillor Briefing on 4 June 2008. 
Comparing the estimated cost of the River Road site ($44m) with a flat site ($29.8m) clearly 
demonstrated that a flat site is critical for achieving an economical building. 
 
Two alternative site options within Wyong Town Centre were investigated. A Councillor 
briefing was held on 26 November 2008 to brief the newly-elected Council on the history and 
findings of the project to date and present findings of the site investigations. The briefing also 
included program priorities, a preliminary concept plan and preliminary capital cost estimate 
and a capital cost funding strategy including Section 94, State and Federal funding and 
private sector support. $700,000 has been allocated in the 2008-09 Management Plan to 
proceed with the planning of this facility from preliminary design to development application.  
 
The peer review of the draft Business Plan identified an ongoing annual operational loss 
(including sinking fund) of approximately $0.777m for the Performing Arts Centre. 
 
Potential external funding sources for the capital cost are Federal and State arts and 
infrastructure funding, Section 94 contributions and private sector sponsorship. Council staff 
have liaised with ArtsNSW in 2007 and 2008 with positive responses. Sketch designs and 
developed programming options for the Performing Arts Centre will be required for any 
submissions to State and Federal grant programs. 
 
The legislation governing the changes to developer contributions has been passed however, 
the Department of Planning is yet to release the accompanying guidelines. Indications are 
that this project still may be negatively impacted by the changes to developer contributions. 
The legislation now states that Councils will be able to collect contributions for “district” 
sporting, recreational and cultural facilities if there is a direct connection with the 
development to which a contribution relates. It is anticipated that the definition of “district” will 
be clarified in the guidelines.  
 
Further changes to development contributions were announced by the NSW Premier on 
17 December 2008. The announcement stated that local developer contributions would be 
capped at $20,000 per lot/dwelling from 30 April 2009. This will seriously impact on Council’s 
ability to collect contributions for the Performing Arts Centre. Council is currently working on 
a submission to the Department of Planning that will seek to retain Council's current 
developer charges. 
 
Subsequent to this, in late January, the Department of Planning asked Council to review its 
Shire-wide Contributions Plan with a view to reducing contributions to $20,000 per 
lot/dwelling. This plan will need to be submitted to the State Government who will decide 
whether Council can continue to collect above $20,000 per lot/dwelling. 
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In light of these recent developments, there will be a further report to Council on potential 
funding sources and timing of the project. It is estimated, if Stage 2 commences in December 
2008, that the Performing Arts Centre could be designed and constructed over five years ie 
opening in early 2014. Stage 2 involves sketch design to development application. Tender 
documentation for this stage is to be prepared during the March quarter. 
 
2 Sportsgrounds 
 
Tenders for the Woongarrah sports field closed in December 2008. Construction is 
anticipated to commence by April 2009, depending on the outcome of the tender review. 
With staged construction it is expected that the turf fields should be ready for use by April 
2010 for the winter sports season. 
 
Further progress on detailed investigations and design for the Warnervale District Fields (off 
Virginia Road) is dependent upon resolution of issues with the Warnervale Town Centre 
Masterplan and clarifying developer contribution funding. No dates are available as to when 
these issues will be resolved. 
 
Tenders for the design of the Hamlyn Terrace sports fields in Minnesota Road, adjacent to 
the new Warnervale Public School, closed in December 2008. This consultancy also includes 
a new Community Centre. Completion of the Community Centre is expected by late 2010 
and the sports fields in 2011, subject to confirmation of developer funding and no unforeseen 
delays. 
 
The legislation governing the changes to developer contributions has been passed however, 
the Department of Planning is yet to release the accompanying guidelines. Indications are 
that these projects may be negatively impacted by the changes to developer contributions.  
 
Further changes to development contributions were announced by the NSW Premier on 
17 December 2008. The announcement stated that local developer contributions would be 
capped at $20,000 per lot/dwelling. This will seriously impact on Council’s ability to collect 
contributions for open space land and facilities. Council is currently working on a submission 
to the Department of Planning that will seek to retain Council's current developer charges. 
 
Subsequent to this, in late January, the Department of Planning asked Council to review its 
Warnervale and Shire-wide Contributions Plans with a view to reducing contributions to 
$20,000 per lot/dwelling. These plans will need to be submitted to the State Government who 
will decide whether Council can continue to collect above $20,000 per lot/dwelling in these 
areas. 
 
3 Shared Pathways 
 
The construction of a further 0.3 km section of pathway at Matumba Road, Buff Point has 
been completed and a further 0.3km section, extending the pathway to the east, is expected 
to be completed by the end of January 2009 using Estuary Management Program funds.  
 
In 2008-09 the emphasis at The Entrance North continues to be on obtaining approvals for 
the selected route through Crown Land and progressive construction of the pathway. With 
the funds available it is expected that material to form a base for the pathway over the 
existing sandy soils can be provided from Terilbah Place at The Entrance North almost to the 
National Park boundary. Lands Department approval is anticipated early 2009.  
 
Additional Federal Government funding has been sought for pathway extensions at Kemp 
Close, Buff Point and Mannering Park. Subject to those funds being approved these projects 
will be undertaken in the first half of 2009.  
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4 Warnervale Town Centre 
 
New Railway Station/Interchange at Warnervale 
 
The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) has refused to give 
concurrence to the development application (DA) for the new railway station at Warnervale 
Town Centre due to the issue of the impact on the Heath Wrinklewort (Wyong Daisy). As it 
currently stands, Council has no power to approve the application without the concurrence of 
DECC. 
 
In addition, State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) (Infrastructure) 2007 cannot be 
utilised in this case, as the savings provisions of the SEPP state that the Policy does not 
apply to or in respect of the determination of a DA made under Part 4 of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), but not finally determined before the 
commencement of the Policy. The DA for the Railway Station was lodged with Council in 
February 2005.  
 
Based on this, Council requested the applicant to formally withdraw the DA and deal with the 
matter under the provisions of SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 and Part 5 of the EP&A Act. 
However, the applicant believed that the matter should be dealt with by Council.  
 
Therefore, as Council has no statutory power to approve the application without the 
concurrence of DECC, and given that the application has been made on behalf of a Crown 
authority, the approval of the Minister for Planning is required before Council could refuse the 
application. 
 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 10 December 2008, it was unanimously resolved to 
write to the Minister for Planning to refuse the development application. The Mayor has 
sought advice on whether construction of the new station will proceed and is still waiting for a 
formal reply.  
 
Warnervale Town Centre Masterplan 
 
The rezoning of the Warnervale Town Centre was “called in” by the Minister for Planning in 
June 2006. The Department of Planning prepared and publicly exhibited a draft Development 
Control Plan (DCP), Masterplan, amendment to the Major Projects SEPP, State 
Infrastructure Contribution and Biocertification Report. 
 
The draft plans were publicly exhibited for a period of five weeks to 19 March 2008 and 
Council made a formal submission to the Department. Ongoing meetings and liaison with 
Department of Planning representatives occurred to discuss matters raised in Council’s 
submission. The Department of Planning has since revised the design of the town centre to 
address some of the issues raised by Council.  
 
On 7 November 2008, the State Government announced the gazettal of an amendment to 
the SEPP (Major Projects) 2005, to incorporate the Warnervale Town Centre as a State 
Significant Site under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. On 
11 November 2008, the Department of Planning formally adopted the DCP for the site. 
 
Unresolved issues include the Department of Planning’s directive to remove Section 94 
charges for riparian corridors and the decision by DECC to withhold Biocertification. These 
issues, as well as the level of uncertainty over the future of the Warnervale Railway Station, 
are having significant implications on any further planning and development of the 
Warnervale Town Centre site. 
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In late January 2009 the Department of Planning asked Council to review its Contribution 
Plan for the Warnervale town centre with a view to reducing contributions to $20,000 per 
lot/dwelling. 
 
At the same time, the State Government has imposed a new State Infrastructure Contribution 
of $141,000 per hectare on the Warnervale town centre.  
 
5 Employment Projects 
 
Wyong Employment Zone 
 
On 3 July 2006, the Minister for Planning declared the Wyong Employment Zone (WEZ) as a 
State Significant Site under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 
1979 to expedite the rezoning process for the area, with the rezoning being gazetted on 
7 November 2008. 
 
A report will be considered by Council on the WEZ Development Control Plan and Section 94 
Contribution Plan early in 2009.  
 
In late January 2009 the Department of Planning asked Council to review its Contribution 
Plan for the Wyong Employment Zone with a view to reducing contributions by 20-30% in 
order to provide a better return for developers.  
 
At the same time, the State Government has imposed a new State Infrastructure Contribution 
of $91,000 per hectare on the Wyong Employment Zone.  
 
Precinct 14 
 
A Part 3A application has been publicly exhibited by the Department of Planning for Precinct 
14 which is part of the WEZ. Precinct 14 is located on the western side of the freeway and 
north of Sparks Road. Council staff have assessed this proposal and a submission was 
forwarded to the Minister for Planning outlining key issues and recommended development 
consent conditions. Council staff have attended a number of meetings with the proponent to 
negotiate development consent conditions and matters that need to be covered in a Planning 
Agreement. 
 
Retail Strategy 
 
Council’s revised Retail Strategy and DCP were adopted by Council in December 2007. This 
long-term strategy provides Council and the community with direction for its retail 
development over the next 25 years. 
 
6 Town Centre Strategies 
 
The progress of strategies has continued to be impacted by discussions and decisions 
arising from the recently (27 June 2008) finalised and released Central Coast Regional 
Strategy (CCRS) and the implications of the State Government requirement for a Shire-wide 
population capacity target model.  
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Notwithstanding this, Council has adopted the Wyong/Tuggerah Planning Strategy. The 
strategy identified three distinct areas: Wyong town centre, Tuggerah Straight and Tuggerah. 
One of the outcomes of the Wyong/Tuggerah Strategy was for Council to prepare 
masterplans for the river foreshore and Baker Park precincts. These masterplans have 
progressed to draft stage. Staff are currently reviewing these draft masterplans and it is 
anticipated that they will be finalised early in 2009. Concurrently, work on the draft LEP 
amendment (rezoning) for the Wyong Town Centre and amendment to DCP Chapter 7 (also 
relating to the Wyong Town Centre) is proceeding. In the December quarter Council engaged 
consultants to refine the theme for the Wyong town centre and review the heritage 
development criteria. 
 
Westfield has lodged a rezoning application for the 42ha former abattoir site to be known as 
the “Westfield Gateway Site” as a Part 3A application with the Minister for Planning. The 
rezoning proposes the establishment of a mixed commercial precinct including a “Norwest” 
style business park as well as a homemaker centre, high density residential, hotel 
conference centre, entertainment and recreation facilities, as well as open space and flood 
management features. The project is expected to play a significant role in generating 
employment both during the ten-year construction phase and upon completion. Staff have 
undertaken a preliminary review of the submission to identify issues and discussions have 
taken place with both Westfield and the Department of Planning (DoP) in respect of these 
matters. 
 
On 23 January 2009, the Minister for Planning gave official notice in the Government Gazette 
No. 20 that she had received a proposal to amend Schedule 3 of State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Major Projects) 2005 to include the Tuggerah Town Centre as a State 
Significant Site. The Department of Planning will masterplan the Tuggerah Town Centre to 
enable a review of the strategic direction for the area and establish planning parameters to 
guide the redevelopment of the Wyong/Tuggerah Major Centre, in line with the Central Coast 
Regional Strategy. The Department has advised that at this stage it has declined to declare 
the Westfield Limited Gateway site proposal under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act, 1979. However it may in the future consider an amended concept 
application incorporating all of Westfield Limited’s land holdings. 
 
Council has completed the exhibition of The Entrance Peninsula Planning Strategy. The 
Entrance Peninsula Planning Strategy has been revised following consideration of all 
submissions received during exhibition. It is anticipated that The Entrance Peninsula 
Planning Strategy will be presented to Council for consideration in April 2009. 
Implementation of key recommendations will follow (such as rezonings, revised contribution 
plans, area specific masterplans, etc.) 
 
With respect to the Draft Toukley Planning Strategy, a review and revision of the March 2006 
draft document is underway considering factors such as the public submissions, WaterPlan 
2050, the final version of the Central Coast Regional Strategy and the recently finalised 
Toukley Economic Viability Study. At this stage, it is anticipated that the Toukley Strategy will 
be presented to Council in mid-2009 prior to being placed on public exhibition. It is expected 
that the final version would be reported to Council for adoption in late 2009 with 
implementation of the key recommendations to follow. 
 
Work on the Ourimbah Town Centre Strategy has been deferred pending resolution of issues 
relating to the RTA upgrade of the Pacific Highway, sporting field upgrades, the Ourimbah 
Sawmill review and Ourimbah Campus master planning.  
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7 The Entrance Town Centre 
 
This Key Focus Area – completion of The Entrance Town Centre upgrade works – was 
finalised in 2007. 
 
8 Estuary Management Plan 
 
Following the Federal Government’s $20 million funding allocation announcement for the 
implementation of the Plan, the Estuary Management Unit was established to coordinate the 
implementation of the Plan.  
 
The May 2008 Federal Budget announced that this funding was to be managed by the 
Federal Caring For Our Country program and a Federal contract was signed on 10 
December 2008.  
 
Work is progressing and the implementation works program is being continually monitored 
and reviewed. 
 
9 Pacific Highway 
 
Tuggerah 
 
Four lanes of the Pacific Highway between Anzac Road and Mildon Road were opened to 
traffic on 4 April 2008. The tender for construction of Stage 2 (Mildon Road to Johnson Road) 
was awarded to Nace Constructions, the company that constructed Stage 1. Stage 2 
construction commenced on 28 April 2008. It is anticipated to be completed by the end of 
2009. $13 million has been allocated by the State Government for 2008-09. The RTA has 
agreed that the Pacific Highway/Wyong Road intersection is strategically important. 
However, there remains no commitment from the RTA for improvements to this intersection. 
The State Government has allocated $250,000 in 2008-09 to start planning for the 
intersection improvements. 
 
Wyong 
 
The first round of concept plans for the redevelopment of the Pacific Highway through Wyong 
were exhibited in November 2006. Council made a submission on the exhibited plans. The 
RTA exhibited its Preferred Option on 30 July 2008 and a briefing session with the 
Councillors was held in August 2008. A further briefing by RTA and Council staff to the 
Councillors on the RTA's Preferred Option and other alternatives was held in October 2008 
and a report on Council’s submission to the RTA’s Preferred Option was presented to 
Council in November 2008. The RTA has advised that it is not likely to be in a position to 
discuss future traffic volumes and alterations to the Preferred Option until early in 2009. The 
RTA has allocated $500,000 in 2008-09 for the “Wyong Town Centre Study – Planning”.  
 
Ourimbah 
 
The RTA completed construction of Stage 1 (Dog Trap Road, including the intersection at the 
Pacific Highway) in July 2007. The Stage 2 (Burns Road to Glen Road) construction contract 
commenced in June 2008, with its anticipated completion date in 2010. The RTA is not 
intending to do any works at the roundabout at the intersection of Pacific Highway/Chittaway 
Road intersection. The RTA anticipates that this roundabout (Pacific Highway/Chittaway 
Road) will provide adequate service for the next 10 to 15 years. The State Government has 
allocated $18 million in 2008-09. The RTA will brief Councillors in February 2009 regarding 
the treatment of Burns Road.  
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10 Water Supply 
 
The details of Council’s progress to secure the water supply via drought management and 
recovery initiatives are detailed in the Board papers for the meeting of the Gosford/Wyong 
Councils’ Water Authority scheduled for 20 February 2009 and in the enclosure to that report. 
 
11 Buttonderry 
 
Planning for the future of the Buttonderry Waste Management Facility involves maximising 
the value of the asset and optimising the financial and operational performance of the facility. 
The development of a Masterplan for the site was completed in June 2007.  
 
Tenders were recently called to develop a commercial strategy to maximise the economic 
value of the site and to ensure long-term access for waste disposal. Council decided not to 
pursue this proposal at present and resolved to develop a scoping paper to identify potential 
alternative use options for the western side (Area 5) of the Buttonderry Waste Management 
Facility. This scoping paper has now been developed and will be presented to Council in 
February 2009. Consultants will then be engaged to investigate in detail each alternative use 
option and develop a commercial strategy. It is anticipated that this strategy will be 
completed by September 2009. 
 
A business analysis for Buttonderry Waste Management Facility was completed in December 
2007 which will be used, together with the commercial strategy, to develop a long-term 
financial strategy for the site and a site management plan. 
 
Earthworks for the new transfer area at Buttonderry have been completed. Tenders for the 
construction of the transfer area roof, site shed and storage area together with the 
construction of the office, amenities and car park closed on 18 December 2008 and will be 
reported to Council on 11 February 2009. Works will commence in March 2009 and the 
transfer area is scheduled for completion by June 2009.  
 
Stage 2 of the upgrade will include the construction of a new staff and visitors’ car park, 
office and amenities and widening of the entry road which is scheduled for completion by 
December 2009. 
 
12 Shire Strategic Vision 
 
The Shire Strategic Vision (SSV) program continued with all activities on schedule during the 
quarter. 
 
Progress included: 
 

• Council approval of the State of the Shire (SoS) Report which provides a 
comprehensive review of the Shire across the "triple bottom line" (Community, 
Economy and Environment) and projects future trends. The SoS Report was 
forwarded to the Department of Local Government as part of the Annual Report. 

 
• Public launch of a Blog site on the SSV program. 
 
• Further development of a set of Future Options to improve the quality of life in the 

Shire. 
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• The completion of a series of workshops for the project which included: 
 

o resolving future scenarios; 
 
o briefing three Liaison Groups (Council, State Government and Community) on  

possible Future Options; and 
 
o working with each of the Liaison Groups to further develop and prioritise 

possible Future Options. 
 

• Ongoing liaison, consultation and presentations to community groups, and key 
stakeholders concerning the status of the SSV program and draft Future Options.  

 
• Councillor Briefings were held in October 2008 on the overall SSV program, in 

November on the SoS and in December on the community consultations and issues 
arising. 

 
 
PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
The 2008-09 Management Plan includes performance measures to assess whether Council 
is moving towards its longer term goals of a better community, a better economy and a better 
environment. Twenty three long-term performance measures have been included in the 
2008-09 Management Plan and are updated on an annual basis. 
 
Volume I of the Management Plan identifies 44 performance measures against Council’s Key 
Issues which are reviewed and reported on a quarterly basis. Council has direct control over 
the majority of these indicators and, at the end of December 39 (or 89%) of these indicators 
met the targets identified in the Management Plan. 
 
 
STRATEGIC TARGETS 
 
The 2008-09 Management Plan identifies 73 strategic targets (or actions) to achieve 
Council’s objectives. 
 
At the end of December it was anticipated that 67 (or 92%) of the 73 actions would be 
achieved by 30 June 2009 and 3 (or 4%) were currently uncertain as to whether they will be 
achieved by the end of the financial year. Of the 3 actions (or 4%) that are not anticipated to 
meet their original timeframe all were due to factors outside of Council’s control. 
 
2008-09 Management Plan - Summary of Strategic Targets 
 
Table 2: Summary of Strategic Targets 

 A Better 
Community 

A Better 
Economy 

A Better 
Environment 

Infrastructure Organisation Totals 

Currently on track 
to meet original 
timeframe 

26 6 11 14 10 67 

Currently 
uncertain to meet 
original timeframe 

2 0 1 0 0 3 
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 A Better 
Community 

A Better 
Economy 

A Better 
Environment 

Infrastructure Organisation Totals 

Currently not on 
track to meet 
original timeframe 
Matter outside 
Council control 

2 0 1 0 0 3 

Currently not on 
track to meet 
original timeframe 
Matter within 
Council control 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 30 6 13 14 10 73 

 
The following strategic targets were identified in the December quarter as not on target to be 
completed within their original timeframe: 
 
Outside Council’s Control 
 
1.1.4.1 Assist with preparation of specific disaster management sub-plans for high 

risk emergencies (storm, flooding and bushfire). 
 
Rural Fire Services have advised the revised timeframe as October 2009. Councillors have 
been appointed to the Bushfire Risk Management Committee, together with Council officers 
who will now commence the review and development of a new model and bushfire risk 
management plan for Council and the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC). 
 
Revised Completion Date – October 2009 
 
1.8.2.2 Complete the construction of the Bateau Bay Playing Fields and associated 

multi-use recreation infrastructure. 
 
Contractual issues have escalated and the programmed completion date is not achievable. 
Further legal action is pending.  
 
Revised Completion Date – Earliest completion date likely is now September 2009 
 
3.1.1.2 Complete the Coastline Management Plan (as a follow-up to the Coastal 

Hazard Study). 
 
To continue, the project requires a large variation. Variation report submitted for Council's 
consideration for the 28 January 2009 meeting. The project will take about a year to 
complete commencing in February 2009, subject to Council's resolution. 
 
Revised Completion Date – February 2010 
 
ACTIONS CARRIED OVER FROM 2007-08 MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
As foreshadowed in the June Review of the 2007-08 Management Plan, the actions that 
were not completed during 2007-08 will continue to be monitored and reported on until they 
are finalised. 
 
Of the 17 actions from 2007-08 Management Plan that were not completed, 5 (29%) were 
incorporated into 2008-09 or future actions of the Management Plan and 12 (71%) are in 
progress. 5 of these actions are expected to be completed in 2008-09 and 7 in later years. 
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2007-08 Management Plan - Actions Carried Forward 
 
  Better 

Society 
Better 

Economy 
Better 

Environment 
Infrastructure Organisation Totals 

Incorporated into 
2008-09 or future 
actions 

1 0 3 0 1 5

In progress 4 1 1 5 1 12

Total 5 1 4 5 2 17
 
ROLLING WORKS PROGRAMME 
 
The revised 2008-09 Rolling Works Program is included as an enclosure to this report. 
 
The most significant changes include: 
 

• Several roads projects deferred to 2009-10 due to the costs incurred in complying 
with the Clean-Up Notice at Toukley Treatment Works; 

 
• The Mardi to Warnervale Trunk Main deferred to 2010-11 pending further 

investigations on the route. 
 
BUDGET OVERVIEW 
 
The half-way point of the year reflects a steady financial performance in terms of controllable 
expenditure but conversely shows a downward income trend consistent with external 
economic circumstances. Council will need to manage the developing income shortfall. 
 
Two key projects, the Estuary Management Plan and Mardi to Mangrove, are behind 
schedule for this financial year deferring both the grants income and expenditure to 2009-10. 
 
The Estuary Management Plan schedule has been impacted by the Federal Government’s 
changes to the scope of the contract which has also significantly impacted the expenditure of 
the Tourist Park funding. This is because "recreation" type projects in the Works Program 
were intended to be jointly funded by part federal funds and part tourist park funds (in line 
with the Department of Lands approved Cluster Plan). However, the federal contact will not 
allow expenditure on recreational facilities and there is not sufficient funding from the current 
Cluster Plan to enable those projects to proceed (and therefore these funds will not be spent 
pending a revised Cluster Plan being approved by the Department of Lands). Whilst, Federal 
funds will be fully expended on water quality related projects, the Stormwater Levy will be 
under spent due to significant variations to construction estimates requiring projects to be re-
tendered. 
 
The Mardi to Mangrove Pipeline is also behind schedule due to finalising the route selection 
and continuing negotiations with landholders. The deferments of the Mardi to Mangrove 
expenditure will provide an opportunity for Council to partly restore water restricted reserves 
and improve the overall cash position of water services by being able to draw down 
previously approved (Ministerial) loans to restore working capital. The proposed action is 
detailed in the Business Unit Summary for Water. 
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Overall General Fund operations project to being on budget for the full year taking into 
account the corrective actions and budget variations being implemented. The budgeted level 
of expenditure is being achieved despite having to meet increased costs associated with 
Department of Environment and Climate Change compliance requirements, and increases in 
material handling and plant running costs. The flow-on effect is that works programs are 
being reduced to absorb these additional and higher costs. 
 
In General Fund there is an emerging downward trend in income from fees and charges and 
sales of scrap metal, currently projecting to a full year budget deficit in the vicinity of $0.3m. 
However, due to the external factors influencing the level of activity / income, the full year 
forecast remains subject to variability and trends will need to be monitored and corrective 
actions taken if required.   
 
In addition, as recognised in the September Budget review risks, the potential continues for 
Council’s investment portfolio capital values to be impacted by the global financial market 
crisis.  
 
Interest income is on-track to exceed full year budget by $418,000 which will partly off-set the 
capital losses, however the impact of the global financial crisis has resulted in Council’s 
investments in Managed Funds being devalued if sold in the current market. In response 
Council has implemented strategies in consultation with Council’s investment advisors, CPG 
Research and Advisory Pty Ltd (formerly Grove Financial Advisory Services). These 
strategies aim to minimise Council’s exposure to the undervalued market and to hold 
investments to maturity in order to realise the full value of the investment.  
 
Currently Council’s capital losses are $4.77m, including unrealised losses of $4.59m, against 
projected full year interest earnings of $5.13m, with the full year total investment returns 
forecast to be $0.360m. Note, loss in capital values result in reductions of the year end 
investments held and funds available, with a direct impact on the Profit and Loss Statement 
at Year End. 
 
No budget variations have been included due to the continued volatility of the market, and it 
is not intended to cut programs or services to off-set any capital valuations. 
 
In addition to these bottom line adjustments there are a number of issues addressed in the 
attachment which include: 
 

• Deferral of land acquisitions for Warnervale Playing Fields from Section 94, 
 
• Updated Budget Forecast for Business Units in Water, Sewer, Waste and Holiday 

Parks 
 
• Corrections to Income for Plant Hire etc to reflect income impact of the September 

Review adjustments to hire rates,  
 
• Various other budget substitutions. 

 
Working capital remains at similar levels to year end 2007-08 – ie low from an ideal $10.0m, 
but manageable at $5.0m. Reserves in waste and plant are low to nil and not a means of 
addressing income shortfalls.   
 
Additional budget risks are being managed going forward with key challenges included in the 
attachment. 
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The projected position once again reflects the difficulty the Shire experiences in being limited 
by law in the ways that Council can determine rates and charges that allow services to be 
fully funded. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  December Quarter Review - 2008-09 Management Plan - Distributed 

under seperate cover 
Enclosure  

2  Revised 2008-09 Rolling Works Program   
3  Budget Summary 2008-09 Management Plan December Quarterly Review   
4  Detailed Budget 2008-09 Management Plan December Quarterly Review   
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BUDGET OVERVIEW  
 
QUARTER 2 (Q2) FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE  REPORT    
December 2008 
 
The half-way point of the year reflects a steady financial performance in terms of controllable 
expenditure but conversely shows a downward income trend consistent with external 
economic circumstances. Council will need to manage the developing income shortfall. 
 
Two key projects, the Estuary Management Plan and Mardi to Mangrove, are behind 
schedule for this financial year deferring both the grants income and expenditure to 2009-10. 
 
The Estuary Management plan schedule has been impacted by the Federal Government’s 
changes to the scope of the contract and requires amendments to the plan which will be 
reflected in the third quarter review.   
 
The Mardi to Mangrove Pipeline is also behind schedule due to finalizing the route selection 
and continuing negotiations with landholders.  The deferments of the Mardi to Mangrove 
expenditure will provide an opportunity for Council to partly restore water restricted reserves 
and improve the overall cash position of water services by being able to draw down 
previously approved (Ministerial) loans to restore working capital.  The proposed action is 
detailed in the Business Unit Summary for Water. 
 
Overall General Fund operations project to being on budget for the full year taking into 
account the corrective actions and budget variations being implemented.   The budgeted 
level of expenditure is being achieved despite having to meet increased costs associated 
with Department Environment Climate Change compliance requirements, and increases in 
material handling and plant running costs.  The flow-on effect is that works programs are 
being reduced to absorb these additional and higher costs. 
 
In General Fund there is an emerging downward trend in income from fees and charges and 
sales of scrap metal, currently projecting to a full year budget deficit in the vicinity of $0.3M.  
However, due to the external factors influencing the level of activity / income, the full year 
forecast remains subject to variability and trends will need to be monitored and corrective 
actions taken if required.    
 
In addition, as recognised in the September Budget review risks, the potential continues for 
Council’s investment portfolio capital values to be impacted by the global financial market 
crisis.   
 
Interest income is on-track to exceed full year budget by $418K which will partly off-set the 
capital losses, however the impact of the global financial crisis has resulted in Council’s 
investments in Managed Funds being devalued if sold in the current market.  In response 
Council has implemented strategies in consultation with Council’s investment advisors, CPG 
Research and Advisory Pty Ltd (formerly Grove Financial Advisory Services).  These 
strategies aim to minimise Council’s exposure to the undervalued market and to hold 
investments to maturity in order to realise the full value of the investment.  
 
Currently Council’s capital losses are $4.77M, including unrealised losses of $4.59M, against 
projected full year interest earnings of $5.13M, with the full year total investment returns 
forecast to be $0.360M.   Note, loss in capital values result in reductions of the year end 
investments held and funds available, with a direct impact on the Profit & Loss Statement at 
Year End. 
 
No budget variations have been included due to the continued volatility of the market, and it 
is not intended to cut programs or services to off-set any capital valuations. 
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In addition to these bottom line adjustments there are a number of issues addressed in the 
body of the report which include: 
• Deferral of land acquisitions for Warnervale Playing Fields from Section 94, 
• Updated Budget Forecast for Business Units in Water, Sewer, Waste and Holiday Parks 
• Corrections to Income for Plant Hire etc to reflect income impact of the September 

Review adjustments to hire rates,  
• Various other budget substitutions. 
 
Working capital remains at similar levels to year end 2007-08 – ie low from an ideal $10.0m, 
but manageable at $5.0m.  Reserves in waste and plant are low to nil, and not a means of 
addressing income shortfalls.    
 
Additional budget risks are being managed going forward with key challenges included in the 
body of this report. 
 
The projected position once again reflects the difficulty the Shire experiences in being limited 
by law in the ways that Council can determine rates and charges that allow services to be 
fully funded. 
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1. TABLE OF PROPOSED BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
 

ADJ 
TYPE* 

COMMENT Line # 
 

Line Description IMPACT 
(unfav)/fav 

INT Implementation of the Plan of 
Management at Noraville 
Gardens Cemetery including 
upgrade works. 

1.07.15 Cemeteries ($47,000) 

INT Funding for Plan of Management 
Noraville Gardens Cemetery from 
the cemetery reserves. 

6.13.08 Transfer from Cemetery Reserves $22,000 

INT Funding of Plan of Management 
Noraville Gardens Cemetery from 
additional cemetery income. 

6.04.02 Cemetery Fees $25,000 
 

     
INT Increase in Internal plant hire 

income to reflect increase in 
motor vehicle costs as adjusted in 
the September review – No 
impact on Council’s bottom line. 

6.12.09 Mobile Plant Internal Hire $843,000 

INT Reduction in motor vehicle sales 
income to reflect adjustments in 
the September review – No 
impact on Council’s bottom line. 

6.11.01 Mobile Plant and Equipment 
Asset Sales 

($350,000) 

INT Increase in motor vehicle running 
costs to reflect adjustments in the 
September review – No impact 
on Council’s bottom line. 

6.03.01 Plant and Equipment Running ($493,000) 

     
INT Additional Plant purchases 

associated with activities such as 
the community pride project. 

5.03.02a Plant and Equipment Purchases ($180,000) 

INT Reduction in current year plant 
sales as a result of a decision to 
retain existing plant over a longer 
term. 

6.11.01 Mobile Plant and Equipment 
Asset Sales 

($50,000) 

INT Additional plant income resulting 
from increased plant hire activity. 

6.12.09 Mobile Plant Internal Hire $230,000 

     
INT New grant funded project to 

construct Halekulani Oval netball 
posts 

1.07.06c Open Space Improvements ($2,746) 

INT Grant funding for Halekulani Oval 
netball posts construction 

6.08.28 Open Space Grants $2,746 

     
OBC Additional expenditure in excess 

of budget on Cutler Dr, Yakalla St 
and maintenance. Original budget 
estimates were understated.   

4.01.07 Car park Maintenance & Const. ($240,000) 

INT Savings in Secondary Roads 
Rehabilitation identified to offset 
car park construction over 
expenditure.  

4.01.04 Secondary Roadds Rehabilitation $240,000 

     
INT Increased current year 

expenditure associated with grant 
funding at Spring Ck Reserve 

1.07.06c Open Space Improvements ($12,500) 

INT Additional Spring Ck Reserve 
grant income. 

6.08.31 Open Space Grants $12,500 

     
INT Savings have been achieved 

through reduced costs in the 
delivery of the Floodlighting 
program. These savings have 
been used to offset studies in 
relation to the Jilliby Equestrian 
Project.  

1.07.04 Floodlight Upgrades $5,570 
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ADJ 
TYPE* 

COMMENT Line # 
 

Line Description IMPACT 
(unfav)/fav 

INT  Additional budget  to fund Jilliby 
Equestrian Project investigations. 

1.07.06c Open Space Improvements ($5,570) 

     
INT Increase expenditure on s.94 

funded construction projects 
including $140K for Spring Creek 
Reserve Blue Haven. 

1.07.06c Open Space Improvement  Shire 
Services 

($169,642) 

INT Transfer from S.94 income to 
fund above construction projects . 

6.09.03 Open Space Imp Sec 94 $169,642 

     
INT New grant funded expenditure on 

playground equipment at Ewan 
Howlett Reserve. 

1.07.06c Open Space Imp Shire Services ($20,000) 

INT New grant funded expenditure on 
playground equipment at Ewan 
Howlett Reserve. 

6.08.31  Open Space Grants $20,000 

     
INT Transfer of budget to correct 

management plan, Landcare – A 
CMA grant was received that 
require matching funds, the 
Landcare budget didn’t have 
sufficient funds to meet the grant 
requirements so the required 
amount was Adjusted to allow 
grant. Funds were available to 
meet this within the Lakes 
Maintenance budget. 

1.07.01 Lakes Maintenance $19,900 

INT Transfer of budget to correct 
management plan, Landcare – A 
CMA grant was received that 
require matching funds, the 
Landcare budget didn’t have 
sufficient funds to meet the grant 
requirements so the required 
amount was Adjusted to allow 
grant. Funds were available to 
meet this within the Lakes 
Maintenance budget. 

3.01.01 Landcare ($19,900) 

     
 Water & Sewer Program 

Adjustments– refer to Water & 
Sewer business unit summary for 
further details 

   

EXT Reduction in water consumption 
forecasts – refer to detailed 
comments below in ‘Water 
Business Unit Summary’ 

6.03.05 Water Usage ($1,760,000) 

EXT Increase income to reflect current 
trends 

6.05.01 Interest on Overdue Rates & 
Charges 

$132,000 

INT Reduced requirements for bulk 
water purchases 

4.03.12 Bulk Water $1,000,000 

INT Reduce capital expenditure 
budget to reflect delays to the 
Mardi to Mangrove Project 
($25.748M), the Mardi Suite of 
projects reduced by ($18.000M), 
and Mardi to Warnervale 
($7.750M).   

4.03.10 Capital Expenditure $53,022,000 

INT Reduce contributions from 
Gosford CC as a result of 
reductions in capital expenditure. 

6.09.10 Contributions – Joint Scheme - 
GCC 

($25,684,000) 

INT Unspent loan  6.13.05 Transfers to Reserves – Water ($23,807,000) 
INT Amend funding to reflect change 

to capital program 
6.09.11 Contributions to works - s.64 ($1,348,000) 

INT Amend funding to reflect change 
to capital program 

6.08.29 Water Grants ($1,555,000) 
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ADJ 
TYPE* 

COMMENT Line # 
 

Line Description IMPACT 
(unfav)/fav 

     
INT Reduced income 6.02.03 Sewerage Service Charges ($375,000) 
INT Reduction in transfers to reserves 6.13.05 Transfers to Reserves Sewer $375,000 
     
OBC Reduction in Holiday Park 

Income Budget – Original budget 
incorrect. 

6.03.11 Holiday Park Charges ($420,000) 

INT Minor increase in operating 
budgets. 

5.02.05 Holiday Park Operations ($38,000) 

INT Revision to Capital works budget 
to align to business strategy. 

5.02.06 Holiday Park Capital Works ($715,300) 

INT Amendment to loan funding – 
Norah head pool to be now 
funded through profits rather than 
loans 

6.10.03 Loan Funds – Holiday Parks ($427,000) 

INT Utilisation of Holiday Parks prior 
year unspent loans to fund 
Capital Works. 

6.13.04 Transfer from(to) reserves 
(unspent loans) 

$580,000 

INT Reduction in the Holiday Parks 
transfer to reserves / utilisation of 
reserves to fund capital works in 
the current financial year.  

6.13.07 Transfer from(to) reserves $1,020,300 

     
 Waste Program Adjustments– 

refer to Waste business unit 
summary for further details 

   

INT Additional works for Mardi site 
remediation 

4.05.03 Domestic Waste Tip Remediation ($330,000) 

INT Additional works for Shelley 
Beach site remediation 

4.05.03 Domestic Waste Tip Remediation ($100,000) 

INT Increased EPA levy payments in 
alignment with current waste 
volumes 

4.05.02 EPA Levy – Domestic Waste ($200,000) 

INT Reduction in Domestic Waste 
contract expense, which is offset 
by a reduction in domestic waste 
management charge 

4.05.01 Domestic Waste Collection & 
Recycling Contract 

$600,000 

INT Reduction in Commercial Waste 
contract expense, which is offset 
by a reduction in commercial 
garbage charge 

4.05.06 Commercial Waste Collection & 
Recycling Contract 

$100,000 

INT Reduction in external tipping 
volumes as a result of slow down 
in building industry activity. 

6.03.10 Tipping Charges ($700,000) 

INT Increased internal tipping fees in 
alignment with current volume 
trends.  

6.12.06 Internal tipping fees $400,000 

INT Reduction in domestic waste 
management charge offset by a 
reduction in Domestic Waste 
contract expense. 

6.02.05 Domestic Waste management 
Charge 

($760,000) 

INT Reduction in commercial garbage 
charge , which is offset by a  
reduction in Commercial Waste 
contract expense  

6.02.07 Garbage Charges Commercial $150,000 

INT Transfer from waste reserve to 
fund remediation works. 

6.13.06 Transfer to / (from) waste reserve $840,000 

     
INT Increased expenditure on the 

development of Council land at 
Warnervale. 

2.01.13 Council Land Development ($300,000) 

INT Transfer from reserves to fund 
Council land development at 
Warnervale.  

6.13.01 Transfer from/(to) Land Reserves $300,000 

     
INT Toukley Economic Viability  5.03.05d Shire Planning Studies ($37000) 
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ADJ 
TYPE* 

COMMENT Line # 
 

Line Description IMPACT 
(unfav)/fav 

Analysis  
 

INT Tfer from Reserves – Unspent 
Budgets to fund above study 

6.13.04a Tfer from Reserves – Unspent 
Budgets 

$37,000 

INT Wyong Centre DCP 5.03.05d Shire Planning Studies ($7,000) 
INT Grant funding for Wyong DCP 6.13.04a SPD Grants $7,000  

 
INT Deferral of Warnervale District 

Playing Field design and 
construction to future years. 

1.07.06a Open Space Improvements – 
Shire Planning 

$4,077,000 

INT Transfer Sec 94 funding to reflect 
the deferral of Warnervale District 
Playing Field design and 
construction to future years. 

6.09.03 Open Space Improvements Sec 
94 

($4,077,000) 

     
INT Community Survey 

 
5.04.02b GM’s Unit Administration ($20,000) 

INT Community Survey 6.13.04a Tfer from Reserves = Unspent 
Budgets 

$20,000 

     
TOTAL $$235.88    
  
 
 
* Key – Reason for Adjustment 

EXT External Factors – outside Council’s control 
INT Council / Management / Operational Decisions 
OBC Original Budget Correction  
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2. BUDGET RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
 
Mardi to Mangrove Link Project 
The design of the pipeline link is still being developed. The agreed route and detailed project 
design will determine the final budget estimates for this project. 
 
DECC fines in relation to closed landfill sites 
DECC related issues including fines associated with the unauthorised disposal of waste 
materials at closed landfill sites and previous DECC Audit issues. 
 
Potential additional costs associated with contractual obligations Fishermans Wharf 
the Entrance.  
To be monitored through the year. 
 
Roads Rolling Works Program  
Impacts of increased costs associated with the clean up of Toukley and the Depot to meet 
compliance requirement of the Department of Environment & Climate Change together with 
additional costs to complete the Pollock Avenue road works, will impact on the overall works 
program.  The additional costs at Pollock Avenue were the result of addressing latent 
conditions through changes to the original pavement designs and the undertaking of minor 
complementary construction works.  The detail of the cost impact is yet to be finalised and 
funded through forward rolling works programs. 
 
 
 
 
Holiday Parks 
Council is currently seeking approval from the Department of Lands to increase the 
Management Administration recovery from 5% to 10%.  If approval is granted, this would 
increase contributions to General Fund by $400K per annum. 
 
Floodplain Management Program  
Council commits an annual amount of $137K on the basis of receiving $274K grant funding. 
The current funding program closed in June 2008.  Council has been advised that funding will 
be provided in 2008/09 however confirmation is not anticipated until June 09. 
 
Loss of the Water and Sewerage operations from Council’s control 
Internal estimates and an External Audit Report have indicated that the impact on Council’s 
bottom line, due to reduced economies of scale, would be in the order of $5M per annum.  
For example, in the areas of IT, Depot, Administration and Governance. 
 
Global Economic Crisis 
The economy has a major influence on Council’s revenues and expenses. With the current 
global economic crisis Council may experience a flow on effect which may impact various 
areas of Council’s operations. Effects maybe felt from interest rate movements, downturn in 
business activity / development, short term inflation, business insolvencies, exchange rates 
and property market declines. At risk are Council’s investment returns, development fee 
income, external tipping fees, land sales, fleet sales, fuel prices, contract rates / availability 
and the ability of residents to pay annual rates and charges.  
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Investment Returns 
 
Interest income is on-track to exceed full year budget by $418K which will partly off-set the 
capital losses, however the impact of the global financial crisis has resulted in Council’s 
investments in Managed Funds being devalued if sold in the current market.  In response 
Council has implemented strategies in consultation with Council’s investment advisors, CPG 
Research and Advisory Pty Ltd (formerly Grove Financial Advisory Services).  These 
strategies aim to minimise Council’s exposure to the undervalued market and to hold 
investments to maturity in order to realise the full value of the investment.  
 
Currently Council’s capital losses are $4.77M, including unrealised losses of $4.59M, against 
projected full year interest earnings of $5.13M, with the full year total investment returns 
forecast to be $0.360M.   Note, loss in capital values result in reductions of the year end 
investments held and funds available, with a direct impact on the Profit & Loss Statement at 
Year End. 
 
No budget variations have been included due to the continued volatility of the market, and it 
is not intended to cut programs or services to off-set any capital valuations. 
 
 
Disaster Relief Funding 
Council’s claim has been assessed and agreement has now been achieved on the funding of 
the employee on-costs.  Currently negotiations are continuing with Department of Commerce 
over the claim in respect of the Cabbage Tree Harbour and Magenta Shore costs ($309K) 
which at this stage have assessed as ineligible. 
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3. BUSINESS UNIT PERFORMANCE COMMENTS: 
 
WATER  
 
Operating Result 
 
Year to date Operating Income is unfavourable against original budget due to lower than 
budgeted water consumption and greater than budgeted interest on overdue accounts (new 
budget line). 
 
The lower than budgeted water consumption has reduced the income from User Charges; 
budgeted consumption 12,122ML and income of $20.220M against revised sales forecast of 
11,067ML and income of $18.460M, unfavourable variance $1.760M. 
 
These variations are off-set in part by a reduction in the planned expenditure on Bulk Water 
Supply Security Programs, the budget has been reduced from $4.600M to $3.600M, with a 
favourable budget variation of $1.000M. 
 
Overall, the full year forecast Cash Operating Result will be a loss of $1.662M including the 
QTR 1 adjustments. 
 
Capital  
 
The original Water Supply Capital program was budgeted at $85.584M (including total value 
of the Joint Water Works) but this is no longer expected to be achieved by 30 June 2009.  
The Capital Program has been reviewed and a realistic program and funding requirement 
has been estimated at $31.647M, being a reduction of $53.936M. 
 
The major variations are due to delays to: 
* Mardi to Mangrove Project ($25.748M). Delays to this project are primarily due to the 
continuing land holder negotiations. 
* Mardi Suite of projects ($18.000M) There has been a 6 month delay while Council 
renegotiates with tenderers regarding their submissions 
* Mardi to Warnervale ($7.750M). This project is part of the Link road project and delays to 
the Link road have flowed on to the associated water infrastructure construction. 
 
Whilst Mardi to Mangrove estimates are still being finalised, the proposed Quarter 2 budget 
variations represent the likely impact on the 2008/09 full year expenditure.  Once the 
estimates are finalised they will be incorporated into the 2009/10 – 2011/12 Management 
Plan budgets. 
 
The reduction in the Capital program will also result in a $25.864M reduction in the 
contribution required from Gosford City Council.   
 
The resulting revised cash funding requirement for Wyong Shire Council this financial year is 
$18.665M (made up of Section 64 $0.949M and Loans $17.716M).  This has resulted in a 
proposed budget variation to reduce the Section 64 Developer Contribution to a matching 
$0.949M) 
 
 
The reduction in the capital funding requirement results in a surplus of $23.807M in Loan 
Funds / Approved Borrowings being available.  It is proposed to utilise the approved 
borrowings to fund the Unrestricted Cash Requirements which have been identified and are 
outlined below. 
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Impact on Water Cash Reserves 
 
The original 2008/09 Management Plan budget assumed that the Cash Operating Deficit, 
Principal Loan Repayments, and Capital Expenditure on the Mardi to Warnervale Trunk Main 
would be met from existing Water Reserves.   However, the 2007/08 Cash Operating Result 
was a deficit of $6.861M, excluding Depreciation and Capital Income.  This resulted 
negatively on the closing unrestricted reserves and resulted in the opening reserves for 
2008/09 being significantly less than originally anticipated during the preparation of the 
2008/09 plan.  As a result there are insufficient unrestricted cash reserves to cover the 
budgeted requirement of $12.342M (refer below), additionally this shortfall is now forecast as 
$15.841M (refer below). 
 
As part of the Quarter 2 review a budget variation has been included to utilise the approved 
loan funds to allow replenishment of unrestricted water reserves to ensure sufficient cash 
surplus is available to service Water commitments. 
 

2008/09 
Mgmt 
Plan
$'000

2008/09 
QTR 2 Full 

Year 
Forecast

$'000

Comment

Cash Operating Result - Profit / (Loss) (121) (1,662) Includes increased interest on Overdue Water Accounts, reduced 
income from Usage Charges off-set by a decrease in Drought 
Emergency Works.  Note, includes $913K increase from QTR 1.

Principal Loan Repayments (7,335) (7,335)
Fund 2008/09 Capital Works - Revenue Funded (4,886) QTR 1 reduction in Capital Works $913K transferred to Operating.  

Balance is $3.973M for the Mardi to Warnervale Link Road no longer 
required in 2008/09.

Unrestricted Cash Requirments (12,342) (8,997)
Replenishment of Water Reserves & Working Capital (8,029) Includes creating Working Capital balances (c.$1.5M), expected 

movements in ELE and Self Insurance cash requirements, allowance of 
$2M to cover differences in timing of expenditure on Mardi to Mangrove 
and the cash receipt of the federal grant funding.

Total Movement in Water Unrestricted Cash (12,342) (17,026)

Sumamry of Loans
Loans Approved 41,523 Original Management Plan Budget - Capital Funding
Foecast Capital Program - Loan Funded (17,716) Funding for Revised Capital Program QTR2
Loans Transferred to Unrestricted (17,026) Refer Above - Loans required to replenish operating working capital 

reserves
Forecast Balance of Loans - Transfer to Water 
Restricted Asset - Unexpended Loans 6,781

 
 
Overall, the impact of the drought expenditure and reduced incomes across the last three 
years due to water restrictions has seen the Operating Surpluses and unrestricted cash 
reserves in Water reduced.  The proposed substitution of the loan borrowings from capital to 
operating / working capital represents a catch up.  Whilst unrestricted cash balances have 
been reduced, the Restricted Cash Balances remain positive with opening balances of 
$5.233M.  
 
Note, whilst the above represents the most current estimates of the Mardi to Mangrove 
budgets they are still subject to review and may result in further adjustments in the last half of 
the year.  Hence it is proposed that Council monitors the capital program and identifies any 
further loan borrowings up to the Ministers Approved Borrowing Limit as required. 
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In addition to the above the impact of the global financial markets and the value of 
investments will result in a projected decrease at year end value of Water Supply 
investments of $565K. 
 
SEWERAGE 
 
Operating Result 
 
Year to date income is behind budget with a budget reduction required in income due to 
lower than budgeted User Availability Charges, projected budget shortfall of $375K.   This 
will reduce the available funds for transfer to operating reserves at 30 June 2009. 
 
Currently, overall Sewer Operations Expenditure is expected to be in-line with budget. 
 
Capital 
 
The Sewerage Capital program was originally budgeted at $11.549M.  The current best 
estimate of the likely spend by 30 June 2009 is $9.344M.  The major reductions in the 
forecast budget expenditure result from delays in finalising the preconstruction 
documentation for the upgrade of Wyong South and Charmhaven Sewage Treatment.  
 
These delays are the result of review of different alternatives and investigations, and ongoing 
consultation with the Department of Environment and Climate Change.   
 
At this stage, the overall budget requirements for the project remain the same and it is 
difficult to determine exact timeframes for the expenditure.  Subject to resolution of these 
investigations, no budget variation has been incorporated at this time. 
 
In addition to the above the impact of the global financial markets and the value of 
investments will result in a projected decrease at year end value of Water Supply 
investments of $1.645M. 
 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
The December Quarter review incorporates a number of changes to the Waste Management 
Program. 
 
Revenue from external tipping fees is trending $700K below budget as a result of lower 
quantities of commercial and building waste received. This is partially offset by an increase in 
revenue from internal tipping fees of approximately $400K.  
 
Expenditure on Council’s Tip Rehabilitation program has been extended. This program is 
mainly funded from the Domestic Waste Management Charge (DWMC), revenue from 
Buttonderry Waste Management Facility and smaller amounts from commercial bin 
customers. An additional $330K is required for the Mardi site rehabilitation. At the North 
Shelly Beach closed landfill an additional $100K is required for further landscaping of the 
landfill batter and to construct safe access from the car park to the beach (This budget was 
originally $300K to remove asbestos contaminated materials). These additional costs have 
been funded by the Waste Reserve. 
 
The waste levy of currently $40/tonne is payable to the State Government for all waste land 
filled at the Buttonderry Waste Management Facility. It is anticipated that the waste levy will 
increase to $51.70 per tonne in 2009/10 which will amount to a total levy payment of 
$8,240K.  
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Revenue from the Domestic Waste Management Charge is approximately $760K below 
budget. However, this is offset by lower than anticipated expenditure in domestic waste 
collection services ($600K) and higher than anticipated revenue from commercial bins 
($150K). 
 
The overall shortfall of $840K in the Waste program is being funded through transfers from 
the Waste Reserve. 
 
CHILDCARE 
 
Full year Net Operations are expected to achieve in-line with budgets. 
 
Year to date, overall Children's Services has recorded surplus of $179K against a budgeted 
year to date loss of $50K. This is a better than budgeted result of $229K. The reduction in 
income as a result of lower than budgeted utilisation, however this is more than offset by 
reductions in expenditure. Additional regulatory requirements combined with the downturn in 
the economy will potentially affect attendance averages and may have a negative impact on 
the full year’s income.  Management continues to monitor these operations to achieve the 
budget targets. 
  
 
HOLIDAY PARKS 
 
The forecasted end of year result will be an overall unfavourable variance of approximately 
$458K to budget. This is made up of a $420K reduction in revenue and $38K increase in 
operating expenditure. This is the result of an overestimation in the original budget forecast 
which overstated growth in revenues. Despite this reduction in the original Management Plan 
revenue forecast, Council’s Holiday Park Operations remain ahead of the Business Strategy 
forecast for 2008/09. The net shortfall will result in a reduction in holiday park surplus being 
transferred to restricted assets in the current year. This will not impact on Council’s general 
fund line and will not impact on any Holiday Park funded projects in Council’s Cluster plan. 
 
Capital works to the value of $1,142K have also commenced at the Holiday Parks, in line 
with the Business Plan. These works have been funded from the Holiday park reserve 
balances. 
 
Actual YTD revenue is $3.784M against a budgeted YTD income of $4.103M resulting in an 
YTD unfavourable variance of $319K.  This is expected to be $420K unfavourable by year 
end. 
 
The actual YTD expenditure shows a favourable variance of $468K compared to budget. 
This favourable variance relates to the timing of the Crown Reserves contributions of $368K 
and various outstanding invoices of $100K. The full year forecast is for the operating 
expenditure to be over budget by $38K 
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4. BUDGET LINE PERFORMANCE COMMENTS: 
 
PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY 1 – A BETTER COMMUNITY 
 
1.01.07 Community Building Construction  
 
Hamlyn Terrace Community Centre Land 
Compulsory acquisition of the land has been approved by the Department of Local 
Government.  Transfer of the funds (S94) for the land is eminent and is within budget. 
 
Hamlyn Terrace Community Centre Design 
An initial concept plan and project description for the site have been completed.  Tenders for 
the design are currently being sought.  
 
Ourimbah Community Centre Design 
Site survey work is now complete.  The background planning work involving consultation with 
the community and potential users leading to the preparation of the design brief has 
commenced.  The project is on track to complete the design by June 2009 from Section 94 
funds.  No further action will be undertaken past this point until Council is confident that 
sufficient Section 94 funds will be available to proceed with construction. 
 
Warnervale Town Centre Knowledge Centre Design 
Scoping of the knowledge centre has commenced. Finalising a design brief is partly 
dependent upon staging of the town centre and the release of the DoP guidelines governing 
the use of Section 94 funds. 
It is therefore, unlikely that all funds will be expended this year.  
 
Performing Arts Centre Design and Approval 
Councillor Briefing held in November 2008, report on preferred site to be considered by 
Council in March 2009.  Work is proceeding on formulating the design brief and tender 
documentation to proceed to tender.  Due to additional requirements to review business plan 
and financial modelling it is unlikely that the full budget (S94 funds) will be expended by June 
2009. 
 
 
1.07.02 Open Space Maintenance  
Current expenditure is over the year to date budget estimate by $353K (7%).  This is 
predominantly due: 
* A number of incorrectly costed invoices. These will be corrected in the January accounts 
* The timing of actual employee payments compared to budgets. 
* Additional works undertaken in the current quarter that will have grant funding received in 
the March quarter. 
 
The open space maintenance program is on track to achieve its full year budget 
commitment. 
 
1.07.06 Open Space Improvements/Acquisitions  
All construction projects are on track for completion of current year works program. Project 
statuses of  note in this program are: 
 
* Woongarrah sports field construction tenders have closed and are under review.  Subject to 
review it is expected that the contract will be awarded in March 2009 with the expectation 
that the fields will be available for winter sports in 2010. 
 * The upgrading of the landscape, facilities and playgrounds at Saltwater Creek Park, Long 
Jetty has exceeded its total budget of $245K by $43.5K.  This increase has been offset by 
other savings within this program. 
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* A further $1,140K in projects will be undertaken within this budget in the second half of the 
year. $1.04M funded by land sales and $100K funded by grants.  
 
 
PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY 3 – A BETTER ENVIRONMENT 
 
3.02.08 Coastal Hazard and Management Plan  
 
Virtually no costs have been incurred to date as the project is in abeyance.  A new contract 
incorporating a new scope of works has been negotiated with the consultants engaged on 
the project.  The resulting contract variation was approved by Council on 28 January 2009.  
The project will now recommence in February 2009 with a completion date now expected in 
January 2010.  A grant of $160K has been offered by DECC to share the cost of the 
remaining consultancy.  Total budget for the projects is now $337K (ex GST). The project 
can be achieved within this budgeted amount. 
 
 
3.02.09 Cabbage Tree Harbour Works  
 
Costs incurred to date have covered concept and detailed design for the toe-drainage 
structures well as production of the REF.  It is intended that the project proceed in March.  
The work is now expected to be completed by July 2009 and is on track to be completed 
within budget. Legal action is proceeding to enforce the orders previously issued in respect 
to the works at the top of the slope. Delays by some owners in complying with the orders 
have meant that beach surveillance is continuing leading to additional expenditure.    
 
 
3.02.12 Estuary Management Plan & Other Storm Water Management Works  
 
The Federal Government contract was signed 10 December 2008. This contract did not 
include the provision of funds for construction of recreational facilities. As such the budget 
requires review along with the cluster plan which governs expenditure of Tourist Park funds. 
The revised budget will go to the EMP PCG in February for approval 

 
 
PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY 4 – INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
4.01.02 Main Roads  
This program is on track to achieve the works program within budget. 
 
This budget includes Councils contribution to the RTA for Tuggerah Straight Stage 1 and 
Pacific Highway State 2 Ourimbah works. $622K for Tuggerah works being withheld pending 
the resolution of a number of civil construction and landscape quality issues which are to be 
rectified prior to handover to Council. 
 
Council has entered into $1.7M in contracts with the NSW RTA for completion of works on 
State Roads in the 2nd half of the financial year.   
 
 4.01.03 Secondary Roads Construction  
The secondary roads construction program is on track to achieve the works program within 
budget.  
 
Budget adjustments have been undertaken to reflect the deferment of the construction of the 
Link Road project.  
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4.01.04 Secondary Roads Rehabilitation  
The secondary roads construction program is on track to achieve budget for the year 
however a number of projects from the Rolling Works Program have been deferred to fund 
unbudgeted expenditure 
 
Unbudgeted expenditure includes: 
 
The 07/08 carry over of the major projects of Pollock Avenue and McLachlan Avenue which 
commenced in late 07/08,  
Waste disposal costs across all projects in excess of those anticipated in budget estimates  
Cleanup of the Toukley Treatment Plant.  
Cleanup of illegally dumped asbestos waste at Hutton Road.  
 
4.01.05 Secondary Roads Maintenance  
The secondary roads maintenance program is on track to achieve budget for the year. 
Additional unbudgeted costs have been incurred due to DECC requirements on waste 
management and disposal. Service levels are being adjusted to accommodate these 
increased costs including reducing table drain maintenance and street sweeping.  
                 
4.01.07 Carpark Maintenance and Construction 
The predominant expenditure item under this budget is the construction of the Cutler Drive 
carpark, which is part of the 08/09 works program. The original concept budget estimates 
were understated. Additional works including footpath and fencing were included at the 
detailed design phase. The shortfall has been funded through savings in the secondary 
roads rehabilitation program. The program is on budget for the balance of the financial year. 
 
4.02.01 Drainage Maintenance  
Scheduled maintenance activities are ongoing. Due to an increase in tipping fees and 
haulage restrictions (limited opportunities to reduce or reuse waste) the budget is at risk if 
agreed service levels are to be continued. Sustainable means of reducing service levels is 
under review. Solutions which have been implemented to date include reductions in table 
drain maintenance and pipe inspection and cleaning programs. The program is on budget for 
the balance of the financial year. 
 
As part of the September review a $913Kcontribution was made by drainage towards 
environmental work at Toukley treatment plant site. This lump sum transfer has resulted in a 
distortion of the actual  YTD expenditure patterns.  
 
 
4.02.02 Drainage Capital Works  
The program is on track to achieve the works program adopted as part of the September 
review.  
 
A number of major drainage projects are scheduled to commence in the 2nd half of 08/09.  
 
4.03.10 Water Capital Works  
As per the Business Unit Summary for Water above, there have been significant budget 
reviews of the Water Supply Capital program expenditure and impact on funding 
requirements.  (Refer commentary above). 
 
4.04.09 Sewerage Capital Works  
As per the Business Unit Summary for Sewerage above, the current information identifies 
timing delays in the preconstruction design phase of the Wyong South and Charmhaven 
Sewerage Treatment Plants.  These delays will be monitored for their financing impact 
across the rest of the financial year.  (Refer commentary above). 
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PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY 5 – ORGANISATION 
 
5.01.04 Employee Overheads 
The annual budget of $18,519K for employee overheads represents payments for items 
including employee leave entitlements, workers compensation, and superannuation. This 
budget is subject to, among other things, the timing and level of leave being taken by 
employees across Council. With the current push to clear existing excessive leave balances 
the cash payments for leave may be at-risk.  With 52% expended of the Full Year Budget to 
date, and full impact of Christmas and the summer holiday period to come (as at 31 
December), this requires close monitoring.  Note, whilst leave taken is usually off-set by 
lower salary payments this is only so once the budgeted vacancy rate has been achieved.  
Effectively, this means where there is no real vacant positions there will not necessarily be 
any off-set to fund the leave payment nor funding for back-filling of positions. 
 
5.03.01 Plant and Fleet running costs 
Actual expenditure is slightly over budget (at 56%) as a result of the timing of material 
purchase price increases of approx 40%. The full year budget is still expected to be 
achieved. 
 
5.04.01 Legal – Planning & Policy 
 
Expenditure is generally on track to date, however it is anticipated the account will move into 
over expenditure during the 3rd quarter due to the major legal action in respect of the closed 
Bateau Bay landfill and the adjacent owner which has now been resolved. Costs year to date 
for this matter are approximately $332K. Final costs are yet to be received, however they 
may be in the vicinity of an additional $20K 
 
 
PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY 6 – SOURCE OF FUNDS 
 
6.04.04 Development Application Fees.  
 
These figures are inflated due to a few large applications that were lodged in Sept 08; 
however the last three months have been tracking 25% down.  Translating this trend over the 
remaining months of the financial year would suggest income below target, however a 
significant project due to be lodged in Feb will reduce this deficit by approximately $100K. 
 
 
6.04.05 DA Advertising and Other Fees 
 
This budget line is substantially below target reflecting the general downturn in building 
activity particularly affecting the residential market.  This will be further impacted by the 
increasing use of Complying Development and changes to Council’s notification DCP, both 
of which reduce the proportion of applications that require advertising.  To counter this trend 
a process has been implemented to ensure all existing fees in the Management Plan are 
applied as intended.  This will correct the downward trend. 
 
 
6.04.08 Building Inspection Fees  
 
The last 3 months income has been tracking approx 25% down on the phased budget.  
Translating this trend over the remaining months of the financial year would suggest that 
income will be $90K below budget.  A review of fees and charges for 09/10 has been 
undertaken to ensure cost recovery is maximised going forward however income for 08/09 is 
unlikely to achieve the target.. 
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6.04.11 Complying Development Fees  
 
This budget line is trending 25% below target over the last quarter. Projecting this trend to 
the end of the financial year suggests that income will be $40K below target.  Given the 
introduction of new State Govt complying development code and the ongoing reduced 
activity in the residential property market, it is unclear what the long term trend will be.  This 
will require ongoing monitoring. 
 
 
6.11.01 Mobile Plant and Equipment – Asset Sales 
A low resale value for light vehicles is impacting funding for Mobile Plant and Equipment. The 
current focus is on prioritising capital purchases to deliver within budget. Council remains on 
track to achieve its planned embellishment fund for plant purchases of $600K. 
 
6.12.09 Mobile Plant and Equipment – Internal Charges  
Hire rates have been amended to accurately correspond with market forces (increasing fuel 
cost and lowering residual values). Plant hire rates are being reviewed together with 
Council’s major plant users. 
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25 February 2009 Board/Committee/Panel Meeting 
Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

7.1 Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee Meeting - 11 
February 2009 

TRIM REFERENCE: D01672436  AUTHOR: SW 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee Meeting held on 11 February 2009. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee meeting 
held on 11 February 2009 and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A meeting of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee meeting was held on 
11 February 2009.  The minutes of that meeting are attached. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee meeting held on 11 February 

2009 
  

2  Wyong Shire Governance Action Plan 25 February 2009   
  
 



Attachment 1 Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee meeting held on 11 
February 2009

 

 

 
WYONG SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

WYONG SHIRE GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
HELD IN WILFRED BARRETT AND TIM FARRELL ROOMS,  

WYONG CIVIC CENTRE, HELY STREET, WYONG 
ON WEDNESDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2009 

COMMENCING AT 9:30 AM 
 

 
INDEX 

 
PRESENT 
 
MR DAVID HOLMES (CHAIRPERSON), COUNCILLORS W R SYMINGTON, D P VINCENT, S A WYNN 
(9:42 AM), R L GRAHAM AND MR BRUCE TURNER. 
 
 
APOLOGY 
 
AN APOLOGY FOR THE INABILITY TO ATTEND THE MEETING WAS RECEIVED ON BEHALF OF THE 
DIRECTOR OF SHIRE PLANNING. 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
GENERAL MANAGER, DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES, DIRECTOR SHIRE SERVICES, COUNCILLOR 
J J MCNAMARA, MANAGER DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT, MANAGER PLANNING - LEGAL AND POLICY, 
MANAGER BIT AND IT (9:40 AM), INTERNAL AUDITOR, SENIOR INTERNAL AUDITOR, MANAGER 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, MANAGER CORPORATE PLANNING, MANAGER ROADS AND DRAINAGE, 
MANAGER WATER AND WASTE, MR DENNIS BANICEVIC (COUNCIL’S EXTERNAL AUDITOR) (9.50 AM), 
MR NEIL ADAMS, AND AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICER 
 



Attachment 1 Minutes of the Wyong Shire Governance Committee meeting held on 11 
February 2009

 

 

 
Minutes of the Governance Committee held on 11 February 2009  (contd) 
 
1.1 Disclosure of Interest 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters under consideration at 
this meeting. 
 
 
3.1 COUNCIL’S ONLINE POST IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW  
 
DAVID HOLMES DECLARED A NON-PECUNIARY INSIGNIFICANT CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR THE 
REASON THAT HE HAS A MINOR SHAREHOLDING IN CAPGEMINI. 
 
DAVID HOLMES STATED: 
 
 “I CHOOSE TO REMAIN IN THE COMMITTEE AND PARTICIPATE IN DISCUSSION AND VOTING AS 

THE CONFLICT HAS NOT INFLUENCED ME IN CARRYING OUT MY PUBLIC DUTY.” 
 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Committee receive the report on Disclosure of Interest and note the 
disclosure. 
 
 
 
1.2 Minutes of Wyong Shire Governance Committee - 12 November 2008 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Committee confirm the minutes of the previous Wyong Shire Governance 
Committee held on 12 November 2008. 
 
 
 
1.3 Wyong Shire Governance Committee Action Plan - 12 November 2008 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Committee receive the report on the Wyong Shire Governance Committee 
Action Plan - 12 November 2008. 
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Minutes of the Governance Committee held on 11 February 2009  (contd) 
 
2.1 2009 Governance Committee Meeting Dates 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Committee adopt the following as the 2009 Governance Committee Meeting 
Dates: 
 
1 11 February 2009 
2 13 May 2009 
3 12 August 2009 
4 Extraordinary meeting to be advised 
5 11 November 2009. 
 
 
2.2 Executive Summary Report 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Executive Summary Report for Councillors be received. 
 
 
2.3 Internal Auditor's Report 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council receive the report and the information be noted. 
 
2 That Council adopt the revised Governance Committee Charter. 
 
3 That Council adopt the revised Internal Audit Charter. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
1 That Council receive the report and the information be noted. 
 
2 That the Charter be amended for membership to consist of 3 Independent 

Members including 1 Chairperson, 3 Councillor Delegates including the Mayor 
and 1 Alternate Delegate and that voting be dependent on the number of 
independent members attending each meeting. 

 
3 That the Committee’s consideration on the draft Governance Committee 

Charter and Internal Audit Charter be deferred until the next meeting for further 
discussion and consideration of the internal Ombudsman role. 

 
4 That in particular, all clauses relating to the employment relationship and report 

line of accountability in respect of the Internal Auditor be amended to ensure 
clarity that the Internal Auditor is an employee of Wyong Shire Council and 
under the direct control of the General Manager and with a responsibility to 
provide reports directly to the Governance Committee. 
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Minutes of the Governance Committee held on 11 February 2009  (contd) 
 
2.4 Annual Performance Review 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the report be received on the Annual Performance Review. 
 
 
 
2.5 Update on Extreme and High Corporate Risks 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report on the Update on Extreme and High Risks be received. 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the report be deferred until the 13 May 2009 Governance Committee Meeting. 
 
 
 
2.6 2008-09 Management Plan - December 2008 Quarter Review 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the report on the 2008-09 Management Plan – December 2008 Quarter Review be 
received. 
 
 
 
3.1 Council's Online Post Implementation Review 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the report on Council's Online Post Implementation Review and Councils Online 
Roadmap be received. 
 
 
 
3.2 Report on the ICAC Recommendations from the Investigation Into 
Corruption Allegations Affecting Wollongong Council 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That Council receive the report on Report on the ICAC Recommendations from the 
Investigation Into Corruption Allegations Affecting Wollongong Council. 
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Minutes of the Governance Committee held on 11 February 2009  (contd) 
 
 
3.3 Professional Development Program for Councillors 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That Council receive the report on Professional Development Program for Councillors. 
 
 
 
3.4 2007-08 Financial Breakdown - General, Water and Sewer Funds 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the report on 2007-08 Financial Breakdown – General, Water and Sewer Funds be 
received. 
 
 
 
3.5 Annual Financial Reports - Draft Executive Sign Off   
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That the Committee approve the Draft Executive Sign Off Document for use as a 
standard in presenting all future Annual Financial Reports – Draft Executive Sign Off.  
 
 
 
3.6 Rate Comparison 
 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 
 
That Council receive the report on Rate Comparison. 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, THE MEETING CLOSED AT 12:40 PM.  
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25 February 2009 Board/Committee/Panel Meeting 
Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

7.2 Minutes of the Gosford-Wyong Councils' Water Authority Board 
Meeting - 18 February 2009 

TRIM REFERENCE: D01672423  AUTHOR: SW 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Minutes of the Gosford-Wyong Councils’ Water Authority Board meeting held on 
18 February 2009. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the minutes of the Gosford-Wyong Councils’ Water Authority 
Board meeting held on 18 February 2009 and the recommendations contained therein 
be adopted. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A meeting of Gosford/Wyong Councils’ Water Authority Board was held on 18 February 
2009.  The minutes of that meeting are attached. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Minutes of the Gosford-Wyong Councils' Water Authority Board meeting held on 18 

February 2009 
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WATER AUTHORITY 
 

MINUTES OF THE  
GOSFORD/WYONG COUNCILS’ WATER AUTHORITY 

BOARD MEETING 
HELD AT GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL 

ON WEDNESDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2009 
COMMENCING AT 8.34 AM 

 
 
PRESENT: 
CR FREEWATER (ALTERNATE)* CHAIRPERSON 
  
GOSFORD WYONG 
CR LATELLA* CR GRAHAM*  
 CR MCNAMARA* 
 CR SYMINGTON* 
  
  
MR P WILSON* MR K YATES* 
MR R WILLIAMS* MR P WISE 
  
GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL STAFF WYONG SHIRE COUNCIL STAFF 
MRS P MCCANN MR GREG MCDONALD 
MS K GILLETT MRS H SCHWARTZ 
MR B KOIZUMI-SMITH MS M REDMOND 
  
* BOARD MEMBERS WITH VOTING RIGHTS AT THIS MEETING.   
  
AUTHORITY STAFF APOLOGIES 
MR G CASEMENT CR HOLSTEIN* 
MR B BAKER CR MAHER 
  
MARDI-MANGROVE LINK  
MR BOB PEACOCKE  
MS LISA MCDERMOTT  
 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Mr Wilson and seconded by Mr Yates: 
 
That Cr Freewater be nominated act as Chairperson in the absence of Cr Holstein.  
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
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Minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Council’s Water Authority Board Meeting held on 
18 February 2009 (contd) 
 
 
APOLOGY 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Mr Yates: 
 
That the apology on behalf of Cr Holstein be accepted and leave of absence from the 
meeting be granted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
1.1 Disclosure of Interest 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Mr Yates: 
 
That the report, and the fact that no disclosure was made, be noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Mr Williams and seconded by Mr Wilson: 
 
That the minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Councils’ Water Authority Board meeting held 
on 19 November 2008 be confirmed. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 
 
THERE WAS NO BUSINESS ARISING. 
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Minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Council’s Water Authority Board Meeting held on 
18 February 2009 (contd) 
 
2.1 Water Restrictions 
 
CR LATELLA ARRIVED AT 8.46 DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM. 
 
It was MOVED by Councillor Symington and SECONDED by Councillor Graham: 
 
That the Board note the information and recommend to the two Councils the following: 
 
1 That amended Level 2b restrictions be commenced on 15 March 2009 as detailed at 

Attachment 2. 
 
2 That the current water banking scheme be replaced by the water restriction exemption 

process. 
 
An AMENDMENT was MOVED by Mr Wilson and SECONDED by Mr Yates: 
 
That the current water restrictions remain and the matter of water restrictions be referred to 
the proposed joint meeting of the two Councils and this be held as soon as possible. 
 
 
The AMENDMENT was put to the VOTE and declared CARRIED. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
The AMENDMENT became the MOTION. 
 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Mr Wilson and SECONDED by Mr Yates 
 
That the current water restrictions remain and the matter of water restrictions be 
referred to the proposed joint meeting of the two Councils and this be held as soon as 
possible. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
3.1 Regular Information Reports 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham  and seconded by Mr Williams: 
 
That the Regular Information Reports be dealt with by the exception method. 
 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
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Minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Council’s Water Authority Board Meeting held on 
18 February 2009 (contd) 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the Regular Information Reports be received and the information noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 

 
3.2 Project Report - Mardi - Mangrove Link 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the Project Report - Mardi-Mangrove Link be received and the information noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
 

3.3 Rainwater Tank Rebate Program 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the report on Rainwater Tank Rebate Program be received and information 
noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
 
3.4 Project Progress Report - Mardi Suite of Works 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the Project Progress Report - Mardi Suite of Works be received and the 
information noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
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Minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Council’s Water Authority Board Meeting held on 
18 February 2009 (contd) 
 
3.5 Project Report - Update on Capital Improvement Works 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the report on Project Report - Update on Capital Improvement Works be received 
and the information noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
 
3.6 Communications Update 
 
RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the report on Communications Update be received and the information noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
 
 
 
3.7 Budget and Financial Summary 
 

RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Cr Graham and seconded by Cr Freewater: 
 
That the report on Budget and Financial Summary be received and the information 
noted. 
 
FOR: CR FREEWATER, CR GRAHAM, CR LATELLA, CR MCNAMARA, MR WILSON, MR WILLIAMS, 

CR SYMINGTON, MR YATES 
 
AGAINST: NIL 
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Minutes of the Gosford/Wyong Council’s Water Authority Board Meeting held on 
18 February 2009 (contd) 
 
4 General Business 
 
 
4.1 GB001 Late Apology for Cr Maher 
 
 MR WILSON SUBMITTED AN APOLOGY IN RESPECT OF CR MAHER WHICH HAD BEEN OMITTED 

WHEN THE APOLOGIES WERE ADOPTED AT THE START OF THE MEETING. 
 
 
4.2 GB002 Mardi–Mangrove Link 
 

CR LATELLA ASKED WHEN WOULD THE NEXT REPORT ON THE MARDI-MANGROVE LINK BE 
BROUGHT BACK TO THE AUTHORITY.  MR PEACOCKE ADVISED THAT DEPENDING ON 
TIMEFRAMES AN INERIM REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE PROPOSED JOINT MEETING OF 
COUNCILS.   A REPORT WILL ALSO BE SUBMITTED TO THE NEXT JOINT WATER AUTHORITY 
MEETING IN MAY. 

 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.04 AM. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

8.1 Information Reports 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672464  AUTHOR: SW 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice reports for the information of Council 
are provided for adoption either by nominated exception or englobo. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council deal with the following information reports by the exception method. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Planning Department
 

8.2 Results of Water Quality Testing for Bathing Beaches  
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672224  AUTHOR: JS 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Reporting on the results of bacteriological tests for primary recreation water quality for 
beaches in Wyong Shire. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Results of Water Quality Testing for Bathing 
Beaches . 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Primary Recreation Water Quality Monitoring Program 
 
Wyong beaches are regularly monitored for swimming safety in accordance with the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Guidelines for Recreational Water Use 
(1990).  These guidelines allow for beaches to be awarded a star rating based upon the 
potential for sewage and stormwater contamination. These star ratings are awarded as 
detailed in the table attached Table 1: NHMRC Star Rating Interpretation. 
 
Wyong Council has been in partnership with the Department of Environment and Climate 
Change (DECC) in implementing the “Beachwatch” program during the bathing season of 
summer, October through to April. This involves the sampling of 29 monitoring locations, five 
times each month as required by the NHMRC Guidelines and the beachwatch program.  
These monitoring locations include 17 ocean beaches, nine coastal lake sites and three river 
sites in the Tuggerah Lakes catchment. 
 
During the winter season the Beachwatch program becomes inactive, where the sampling 
regime is reduced to once a month. If these monthly results indicate high levels of sewage 
and stormwater contamination further investigations are triggered to determine the source of 
it’s origin.  
 
Additionally, Council is still required to monitor the ocean outfalls at Norah Head and Wonga 
Point five times a months throughout the year. This monitoring and sampling regime is 
undertaken in accordance with the Department of Environment and Climate Change 
“Environmental Protection License’s”.  
 
Summary of Results for January 2009 
 
Throughout the January period, all the ocean and lakes beaches received a star rating that 
was safe for swimming in accordance with the NHMRC Guidelines for Recreational Water 
Use . Throughout the January period, Tumbi Creek was the only river site to receive a star 
rating that was unsafe for swimming.  
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Studies from the Estuary Management Plan (EMP) have determined that the water quality of 
the river sites are predominately impacted upon by animal faecal contamination within each 
of their catchments, for example birds, horses, cattle, cats and dogs. To improve the water 
quality of these river systems the "Regulation and Compliance and Estuary Management" 
units have committed funding and resources to implement a long term strategy of designing 
and implementing a catchment auditing program over the next 24 months. This catchment 
audit program would involve educating the agricultural industry on best practice techniques 
and improving upon their land use practices within the catchment so that they are no longer 
having an impact upon the surrounding waterways. Our focus will be targeting those 
industries that would have the potential of impacting these river systems in high faecal 
concentration for example the cattle, turf and poultry farming, market gardening and horse 
establishments. 
  
When undertaking an audit of these premise's the key areas of concern involve: 
 

• Liquid and Solid Waste Management (handling storage and disposal); 
• Drainage and Water Management (overland runoff and contaminated water); 
• Stable Yard Management (rotation,manure and bedding); 
• Land Management (erosion and sediment control, dust, odour, stock 

sustainability); 
• Nutrient Management; 
• Pollution Management (Potential sources, mitigation measures and risk 

evaluation); and 
• Provide practical mitigation measures and solution in preventing pollution and or 

land degradation from occurring. 
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Table 1: NHMRC Star Rating Interpretation 
 

Star Rating Interpretation Graphic Representation 
 

**** 
 

Good: NHMRC 
indicates site 
safe for 
swimming 

All 5 samples during the 
month were under the 
NHMRC safe value for 
swimming. 
 

 

 

 

*** 
 

Fair: NHMRC 
indicates site is 
safe for 
swimming 

The median of all 
samples is low, but one 
sample during the 
month exceeded the 
NHMRC maximum safe 
value for swimming. 

 

 

** 
 

Poor: NHMRC 
indicates 
swimming at site 
is not 
recommended. 

The median of all 
samples is high and 
one sample exceeded 
the NHMRC maximum 
safe value for 
swimming; 
 
Or 
The median of all 
samples is low, but two 
samples exceeded the 
NHMRC maximum safe 
value for swimming. 

 

 

* 
 

Bad: NHMRC 
indicates 
swimming at site 
is not 
recommended. 

The median of all 
samples is high and two 
or more samples 
exceeded the NHMRC 
maximum safe value for 
swimming. 
 

 

 

Sample Dates 

Sample Dates 

Sample Dates 

Sample Dates 

Sample Dates 
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Table 2: OCEAN BEACHES – 2009 
 
 

LOCATION STAR 
RATING 

RECOMMENDATION 

Cabbage Tree Bay **** Site is safe for swimming 

Soldiers Beach **** Site is safe for swimming 

Gravelly Beach **** Site is safe for swimming 

Lighthouse Beach **** Site is safe for swimming 

Shelly Beach **** Site is safe for swimming 

The Entrance 
Channel **** Site is safe for swimming 

Blue Bay **** Site is safe for swimming 

Blue Lagoon **** Site is safe for swimming 

Bateau Bay **** Site is safe for swimming 

Frazer **** Site is safe for swimming 

Birdie **** Site is safe for swimming 

Lakes **** Site is safe for swimming 

Jenny Dixon **** Site is safe for swimming 

Hargraves **** Site is safe for swimming 

Budgewoi *** Site is safe for swimming 

The Entrance *** Site is safe for swimming 

Toowoon Bay *** Site is safe for swimming 

North Entrance *** Site is safe for swimming 
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Table 3: RIVER AND LAKE BEACHES –2009 

 
 

LOCATION STAR 
RATING 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

San Remo **** Site Is safe for swimming 

Summerland Point **** Site is safe for swimming 

Elizabeth Bay **** Site is safe for swimming 

Long Jetty **** Site is safe for swimming 

Gwandalan **** Site is safe for swimming 

Chain Valley Bay *** Site is safe for swimming 

Toukley Aquatic *** Site is safe for swimming 

Canton Beach *** Site is safe for swimming 

Ourimbah Creek 
Chittaway Point *** Site Is safe for swimming 

Wyong River at 
Wyong *** Site Is safe for swimming 

Tumbi Creek 
Tumbi Umbi ** Site Is unsafe for swimming 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Planning Department
 

8.3 Activities of the Development Assessment Unit 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01666613  AUTHOR: JD 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The report includes information and statistics regarding the operations of the Development 
Assessment Unit and covers the submission and determination of development, construction 
and subdivision applications for the month of January. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Activities of the Development Assessment Unit. 
 
 
Development Applications Received and Determined 
 
 
Type: 

Number 
Received: 

Estimated 
Value 

$: 

Number 
Determined: 

Estimated 
Value 

$: 
Commercial 7 1,167,500 17 3,266,000 
Industrial - - 9 4,284,500 
Residential 50 4,194,251 74 4,821,077 
Other 11 - 14 1,000,000 
Total 68 5,361,751 114 13,371,577 
 
Subdivision Applications Received and Determined 
 
 
Type: 

Number 
Received: 

Number of 
Lots: 

Number 
Determined: 

Number of 
Lots: 

Commercial - - 1 - 
Industrial 1 2 - - 
Residential 2 2 2 2 
Rural - - - - 
Other 1 - 1 4 
Total 3 4 4 6 
 
Net Median Turn-around Time 
 
The net median turn-around time in working days for priority applications determined during 
the month was 36 days. During the month, there was one priority application for a 
Warehouse in Tuggerah. Following preliminary assessment of the application additional 
information was requested from the applicant given a number of non-compliances with 
Council policies. Delays were incurred in receiving this information from the applicant 
resulting in a longer than normal processing time for this priority application. However, it 
should be noted that Council’s Management Plan includes a target of 45 days for priority 
applications. 
 
The net median turn-around time in working days for development applications determined 
during the month was 20 days. 
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Other Approvals and Certificates 
 
 
Type: 

Number 
Determined:

Trees 25
Section 149 D Certificates 21
Construction Certificates 58
Complying Development Certificates 10
 
 
State Environmental Planning Policy No 1  
 
There were no applications  that relied on SEPP 1 variations for the Month of January 2009. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Graphs - Development Applications Lodged, Development Applications Determined 

and Construction Certificates Determined 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Services Department
 

8.4 Water and Sewerage - Works in Progress 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672215  AUTHOR: GM 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Water supply and sewerage works in progress and completed for January 2009. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Water and Sewerage - Works in Progress. 
 
 
WATER SUPPLY 
 
Water 
 
Work is progressing on the construction of a new booster water pump station at the Bateau 
Bay Reservoir site in Berne Street Bateau Bay. 
 
The work consists of the replacement of approximately 60 metres of 80 mm diameter 
galvanised iron pipe with 100 mm uPVC pipeline complete with pumping connections and the 
construction of a reinforced concrete and brick building to house the booster pumps and the 
telemetry control systems. The existing galvanised iron water main is approximately 25 years 
old and was found to be severely corroded and leaking water.  The pump station controls 
and power supply were not secure and were prone to vandalism.  The new building will 
house the new booster pumps and will provide security to the telemetry and pump controls 
and will reduce pump noise levels to the surrounding residents. 
 
The work, estimated to cost $50,000, is being carried out by Council’s Water & Sewerage 
day labour staff and is due for completion in February 2009.  The work is being funded from 
Council’s Water and Sewerage Capital Works program. 
 
Water Storage 
 
As at 16 February 2009 the storage in Mangrove Creek Dam was 27.8%, Mardi Dam was at 
81% and Mooney Dam 100%, while the total system storage was 31.4%. 
 
 
SEWERAGE 
 
Council’s maintenance program of replacing and repairing sewer mains that are causing 
operational problems is being undertaken along the foreshore at Gwandalan and 
Summerland Point. 
 
PROCESS 
 
Water Treatment 
 
All water produced by the Water Treatment Plant, for the period 1 January 2009 to 31 
January 2009, has met National Health and Medical Research Council Guidelines. 
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Sewage Treatment 
 
All effluent discharged from the sewage treatment plants, for the period 1 January 2009 to 
31 January 2009, has met Environmental Protection Authority Licence requirements. 
 
 

Monday, 16 February 2009 

STORAGES 
Capacity Volume in Percent Storage Change Storage Full [Ml] Storage [Ml] Full [%] over last Week 

Mangrove Dam  190000  2,866  27.8 Up 559 ML 
Mardi Dam 7400  5,993  81.0 Up 25 ML 
Mooney Dam 4600  4,600  100.0 Up 389 ML 
Total 202000  3,459  31.4 Up 973 ML 

 

STORAGE: 
• Total stored water volume has fallen by 0.4% since last month 
• This day last year the volume stored as a percentage of total capacity was 5.3% lower  

HUNTER TRANSFERS: 
•  Hunter Water Corporation supplied 0.0 ML last week keeping this years supply to 0ML. 
•  Gosford/Wyong supplied 0ML to Hunter Water last week keeping this years supply at 0ML 

  
GROUND WATER BORES: 

•  Groundwater Bores supplied 9.1 ML last week increasing this years supply to 35.9 ML 

WATER USAGE AND RAINFALL 
Rainfall [mm] 

Period Water Usage
[Ml] Somersby 

WTP Mardi WTP Mangrove Dam 

Week to date 458 237 126 149 
Previous week 559 0 0 0 
Current week last 
year 432    26 28 9 
This year to date 3,600 317 146 189 
Same period last year 3,098 470 344 311 

 

Week to date consumption was 458 ML, 6.0% more than the same week last year 
and 18.1% less than the previous week. 

Consumption this year to date is 3,600 ML, 16.2% more than the same period last year. 
 

Level 3 Water Consumption Target for the week ending Monday, 23 February 2009 is 490 ML 
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1 Black Line  Wyong Shire’s normal demand when no restrictions are in place. 

2 Blue line  8% reduction (based on the 'black line') over the entire year. 

3 Green Line  16 % reduction (based on the 'black line') over the entire year. 

4 Pink Line  24% reduction (based on the 'black line') over the entire year. 

5 Orange Line  32% reduction (based on the 'black line') over the entire year. 

6 Blue bars  Rainfall at Somersby in mm/day. 

7 Red line  Wyong Shire’s average daily demand. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil  
 



 

- 142 - 

25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Services Department
 

8.5 General Works in Progress 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672358  AUTHOR: JM 
 
SUMMARY 
 
This report shows the current status of completed significant General Works and General 
Works in Progress for capital and maintenance expenditure, as at the end of January 2009.  
Water and Sewerage services are not included. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on General Works in Progress. 
 
 
ROADS AND DRAINAGE SECTION OVERVIEW 
 
Capital Works In Progress 
 
The table below is a status report of current major road rehabilitation and drainage projects. 
 
 

Item Description Estimated 
Cost 

$ 

% 
Completed 

Estimated 
Completion 

Date 

Comments 

Panorama Avenue  
Charmhaven. Road and 
drainage reconstruction 

695,000 60 February 
2009 

Upgrading of the existing 
road pavement and 
intersection at Charmhaven 
Ave to current standards 
including installation of kerb 
and guttering, traffic islands 
and concrete footpath. 
 
Kerb and gutter has been 
installed and works 
continuing on the 
pavement.  

Glen Road Ourimbah. 
Road and drainage 
reconstruction 
 

610,000 60 February 
2009 

Reconstruction and sealing 
of existing section of gravel 
road to current standards, 
including widening, 
realignment works and 
associated drainage works. 
 
Works completed on 
drainage component. 
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Item Description Estimated 

Cost
$

% 
Completed 

Estimated 
Completion 
Date 

Comments 

Lakedge Ave Berkeley 
Vale. Road and drainage 
upgrades. 

433,000 95 January 
2009 

Upgrading/stabilisation of 
existing pavement and AC 
overlay. 
Upgrading of existing 
drainage including K&G. 
Drainage works through 
existing easement. 
Road sealed – awaiting AC 
overlay. 

Manoa Rd Halekulani  
Drainage Upgrade 

315,000 50 February Drainage upgrade and 
construction of kerb and 
gutter. 
Drainage pipeline 
completed. 

Eastern Road – Tumbi 
Umbi. Roadworks and  
drainage reconstruction. 

485,000 35 January 
2009 

Rehabilitation of existing 
pavement by stabilisation 
and AC overlay.  
Upgrading of existing 
drainage. 
Installation of shared 
pathway. 
 
Drainage works completed. 
Works continuing on 
shared pathway. 

 
 
General Maintenance Work  
 
The following is a list of general works undertaken during this period: 
 
 North South 
Drainage Maintenance Lake Munmorah 

Halekulani 
Gorokan 
Gwandalan 
Rocky Point 

Bateau Bay 
Tuggerah 
 

Replacement of Damaged 
Foot paving 

Toukley  
Woongarrah 
  

Nil 
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 North South 
Sign Maintenance Toukley 

Kanwal 
Hamlyn Terrace 
Blue Haven 
Wadalba 
Budgewoi 
Tuggerawong 
San Remo 
Canton Beach 
Wyongah 
Jilliby 
Yarramalong 
Buff Point   
Gwandalan 

Toowoon Bay 
Berkeley Vale 
Ourimbah 
Long Jetty 
The Entrance 
Killarney Vale 
Shelly Beach 
Bateau Bay 
Tuggerah 
Wyong 
Mardi 
Chittaway 

Shoulder Restoration Noraville Nil 
Heavy Patching Kulnura 

Yarramalong 
Jilliby 
Gorokan 

Killarney Vale 
The Entrance 
Bateau Bay 

Table Drain Maintenance Lake Haven 
Mannering Park 
Chain Valley Bay 
San Remo 
Charmhaven 
Jilliby 
Budgewoi 
Toukley 
Lake Munmorah 
Gwandalan  
Halekulani 
San Remo  
 

Berkeley Vale 
Long Jetty 
Bateau Bay 
Killarney Vale 
Tumbi Umbi 

Rural Road Grading Dooralong 
Yarramalong 
Ravensdale 
Jilliby 
Kiar 
 

Ourimbah 
Palmdale 

Carpark Maintenance Toukley 
Budgewoi 
Norah Head 
Gorokan 

Berkeley Vale 
 

Fencing Nil Nil 
Vegetation control Dooralong 

Jilliby 
Budgewoi 
Buff Point 
Woongarrah 
Halloran 
Hamlyn Terrace 
Lake Haven 
Toukley 
Chain Valley Bay South and 
North 
 

Tuggerah 
Berkeley Vale 
Tumbi Umbi 
Ourimbah 
Watanobbi 
Wyong 
The Entrance 
Killarney Vale 
Long Jetty 
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CONTRACTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS SECTION 
 
The table below is a status report of current major projects. 
 
Contract No Contract Description Contract Status % Completed 

Contract 2408 Capture and 
Commercial Utilisation 
of Landfill Gas from 
Buttonderry Landfill 

LMS has indicated it is willing to adjust its 
earlier position regarding OH & S clauses in 
the Deed of Agreement to better align with 
Council’s requirements. It is now expected 
that agreement is possible by the end of 
February 2009. If this timeframe is not 
achieved alternative actions will be 
necessary.  

5 

CPA/94531 Consultancy for 
investigation and 
design of Link Road 
and trunk water main 
to Mardi Dam 

Design and tender documentation of the 
Link Road and adjacent trunk water main 
complete. 
Design and tender documentation for the 
trunk water main connection back to Mardi 
Dam has been put on hold. If the Link Road 
does not proceed, an alternative route for 
the trunk water main has to be determined. 

90 

CPA/94559 Design and 
Documentation of 
Woongarrah Sports 
fields 

Tenders which closed 18 December 2008 
are under review. Construction is 
anticipated to commence by April 2009.  
Target for playing fields to be available for 
use in April 2010.  
The estimated construction cost is $5M, 
with contingency of $0.5M. 

100 

CPA/98240 Implementation of 
Buttonderry Waste 
Management Facility 
Entry Master plan 

Tenders have closed and tender 
assessment has been finalised.  Anticipate 
that works will start in March 2009 with 
completion by December 2009. Estimated 
contract value is $2.7M. 

15 

CPA/99940 Construction of 
Wadalba Sports 
Facility 

Facility in use.  The slit drains and sand 
topdressing completed in December 2008. 
Minor defects to the skate park and 
concrete seating still to be repaired.  
Estimated contract value is $6M. 

100 

CPA/107166 Warnervale District 
Sports Fields 

Some preliminary investigations and 
property issues only have been completed. 
Project still on hold until the Warnervale 
Town Centre Master Plan is finalised. 

2 

CPA/110431 Mardi Landfill 
Remediation – 
Investigations Only 

Preliminary and detailed site investigation 
contracts now complete. 

100 

CPA/155526 Mardi Landfill – 
Remediation Action 
Plan (RAP) and 
Concept Design 

Contract for RAP and concept design 
awarded and expected to be completed by 
June 2009. Detailed design tenders will 
follow RAP and concept design. Cost of 
remediation works yet to be determined but 
will be estimated as part of the concept 
design. Construction is not expected to 
commence until 2010-11. 
Preparatory survey has been completed. 
Site fencing to be undertaken in February. 

5 

CPA/136021 Tumbi Landfill – 
Remediation – 
Preliminary 
Investigations  

Proposals have been invited for the first 
stage of investigations for the remediation 
of the site. Proposals close and will be 
awarded in February. Vegetation reduction 
and site survey will be commenced in 

1 
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Contract No Contract Description Contract Status % Completed 
February. Detailed investigations, 
remediation action plan (RAP) and design 
will follow preliminary investigations. 

CPA/114612 Don Small Oval 
Lighting 

Contract awarded October 2008 with 
commissioning programmed for February 
2009.  Contract value $157,000. 

20 

CPA/117144 Design and Construct 
Toukley Reclaimed 
Effluent Treatment 
Plant Augmentation 

Contract awarded to Water Treatment 
(Australia) Pty Limited in February 2008 for 
completion by March 2009. Site works 
progressing satisfactorily.  Estimated 
project construction cost is $2.2M. 

50 

CPA/130590 Consultancy for 
Investigation and 
Design of Trunk Sewer 
Mains to Warnervale 
Town Centre and 
Wyong Employment 
Zone.  

Contract awarded to Bonacci Group Pty Ltd 
January 2008. Sewer alignment changes 
have been finalised and process to acquire 
easements commenced. Detail design for 
Stage 1 expected in February 2009 and 
construction expected to commence in 
June 2009.  Estimated project construction 
cost $8M, with this consultancy costing 
$580,000.  

70 

CPA/130591 Consultancy for 
Investigation and 
Design of Trunk Water 
Mains to Warnervale 
Town Centre and 
Wyong Employment 
Zone.  

Contract awarded to SMEC Australia Pty 
Ltd April 2008. Anticipate completion of 
design and tender documentation by 
February 2009. Construction expected to 
commence June 2009 and be completed by 
October 2009. Project construction cost 
$2M, with this consultancy costing 
$265,000. 

75 

CPA/136020 Gwandalan Landfill 
Remediation – 
Investigations Only 

Preliminary Investigation Report received 
and forwarded to accredited auditor for 
review. On finalisation of Preliminary 
Report, proposals to be invited for detailed 
investigation and report for remediation of 
the site.  Contract value $500,000.  

10 

CPA/136398 
to 
CPA/136401 

Year Two Upgrade 
Works – All Holiday 
Parks (CPA/136398 to 
CPA/136401) 

Council completed critical works prior to the 
start of the peak season. Claims to be 
settled with Contractor. 
Remaining works including camp kitchen to 
be completed after holiday period and 
arranged by Council.   
Contact value $ 1.84m 

95 

CPA/136486 Investigation, Design 
and Documentation of 
Toukley Sewage 
Treatment Plant  Inlet 
Works Upgrade 

Contract awarded to Maunsell Australia Pty 
Ltd April 2008.  Detail design and tender 
documentation are being reviewed. 
Construction is expected to commence May 
2009 and be completed by December 2009.  
Estimated project cost $2.05m, with this 
consultancy costing $164,000. 

70 

CPA/140816 The Entrance 
Community Facility 
Stage 2 – Construction 

Contract works are progressing.  Works are 
scheduled for completion by March 2009. 
Project value is $2.5m. 

80 

CPA/145543 
CPA/145982 
CPA/150515 
CPA/156188 

Construction of Buff 
Point Shared Pathway  
 

Construction 100% complete for Stage 1 
from Edgewater Park to 600m past 
Matumba Rd – approx. 1.6km of total 3km 
of planned pathway.  
Design work complete for steep section 
(Stage 3) near Kemp Close. REF 
commenced. 
Stage 2 (easternmost 1km) REF complete. 

50 
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Contract No Contract Description Contract Status % Completed 
Current funds for this financial year only 
allow Stage 1 to be completed. 
Federal funding likely to permit construction 
of Stage 3 mid-late 2009. Council funds 
likely to be available for Stage 2 work mid-
late 2009. 
Estimated cost of construction $935,000 
(overall). 

CPA/145814 Design and tender 
documentation for No 
3 Aeration Tank – 
Charmhaven STP 

Contract was awarded to Cardno (QLD) 
Pty Ltd October 2008. Preliminary design 
has been reviewed. Target date for 
completion March 2009. Estimated project 
cost $11M, with this consultancy costing 
$160,000.  

30 

CPA/153765 
to 
CPA/153784 

Holiday Park Upgrade 
works 2009 

Construction tenders closed 10 December 
2008. Tender being evaluated. 

5 

CPA/155267 Hamlyn Terrace 
Community and 
Sporting Facility 

Design tender closed18 December 2008.  
Tenders being evaluated. 

5 

F2004/07982 The Entrance Town 
Centre Refurbishment 
Works 

Current actions being undertaken to 
address five year work program for TETC 
include: 
1. Installation of five pedestrian ramps to 

lower end of The Entrance Road to be 
completed by end of June 2009. 

2. Tenders for purchase of tiles for 
maintenance purposes have been 
called. 

50 

F2008/02390 Design for 
Construction of 
Proposed New Cell 
4.2B at Buttonderry 
Waste Management 
Facility 

Minor contracts for preliminary investigation 
works awarded. Geotechnical investigations 
and survey completed. Preliminary design 
for new cell completed.  
Proposals have closed and are about to be 
awarded for leachate system investigation 
(CPA156894). Proposals for detailed 
design documentation (CPA/156896) for 
the new cell have closed and will be 
awarded in February. Program is for 
construction tenders to be called June 2009 
for completion by July 2010. 

10 

 
 
 
CONTRACTS STILL IN DEFECTS LIABILITY PERIOD 
Contract No Contract Description Contract Status % Completed 
  NIL  
    
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Shire Services Department
 

8.6 Dredging of Boat Harbour Summerland Point 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01672388  AUTHOR: MA 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Report on the dredging of Boat Harbour Summerland Point. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Dredging of Boat Harbour Summerland Point. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting held on 12 November 2008, Council resolved as follows: 
 

“RESOLVED unanimously on the motion of Councillor BEST and seconded by 
Councillor EATON: 

 
1 That Council request staff to report on the following when cost estimates are 

available: 
 

a the results of the preliminary investigation into the reported shallowing of 
the channel leading into the Boat Harbour at Summerland Point. 

 
b the necessary approvals required and funding options available to 

undertake dredging in order to provide safe navigable access for the 
recreational boating community in the north of Wyong Shire. 

 
2 That Council refer this matter/report to the local State Member for Swansea, Mr 

Robert Coombs, requesting his assistance in gaining the necessary departmental 
approvals to allow the timely restoration of the Channel and Harbour and funding 
options available. 

 
FOR: COUNCILLORS BEST, EATON, GRAHAM, McBRIDE, McNAMARA, MATTHEWS, 

SYMINGTON, VINCENT, WEBSTER AND WYNN. 
 
AGAINST: NIL” 

 
The following information addresses the resolutions in order as listed above. 
 
Preliminary Investigation of Boat Harbour Channel depth 
 
It has been reported that recreational boats have been bottoming out and stirring up 
sediment when using the existing channel at Boat Harbour, Summerland Point. Open Space 
and Recreation staff inspected the channel and confirmed the siltation build up.  Staff 
observed water levels of less than 1 metre at the shallowest point of the channel and this 
generally restricts access so that two boats travelling in opposite directions within the 
channel cannot pass each other. 
 
Douglas Partners Pty Ltd Consultants were engaged on 28 November 2008 at a cost of 
$6,424 to sample the channel silt and provide Council with a preliminary assessment of the 
silt material. 
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The analysis assessed the chemical and drainage characteristics of the silt material.  The 
results of this assessment indicate that the material is potentially acid sulphate soil and after 
excavation the material will need to be dewatered prior to disposal.  Dewatering of the 
dredged material is estimated to require between one to fourteen days depending on several 
variables such as weather conditions, with the consultant recommending a pilot trial to 
determine exact timeframes prior to the dredging program commencing.  A site specific Acid 
Sulphate Soil Management Plan will be prepared as part of the approvals process and the 
Plan will detail the methodology for performing these works.  The location for dewatering the 
silt material will be identified and agreed as part of the Management Plan.  
 
Approvals and Permits 
 
Approvals required for dredging to commence include:  

• preparation of a Review of Environmental Factors (REF),  

• a Part 7 Fisheries Management Act 1994 permit application to dredge and/or reclaim 
from NSW Department Primary Industries (Fisheries),  

• preparation of and application for appropriate Environment Protection Licence from 
DECC under the POEO Act (1997) and;  

• preparation of a Part 7 Fisheries Management Act 1994 permit application to harm 
marine vegetation (seagrasses) from the NSW Department Primary Industries 
(indications are this will likely be required – this is currently under discussion with the 
Fisheries Department). 

 
Cost Estimates 
 
Based on the cost of previous similar works, preparation of the REF and permit applications 
by a consultant will be approximately $30,000.  The process of tendering and engaging a 
Consultant, preparing Management Plans and permit applications and obtaining permits and 
approvals is estimated to take approximately three months with an estimated date for 
completion of late May 2009. 
 
Council removed approximately 600 cubic metres of material during the previous dredging 
works 4.5 years ago.  If Council removes a similar quantity of silt material to re-establish the 
previous channel profile the estimated costs for excavation and disposal of the dredged 
material will be in the region of $150,000.  This cost estimate is for plant and equipment hire, 
dewatering process of dredged silt and tip fees (dredged material is exempt from tipping 
levy). 
 
Total estimated cost including initial soil sample testing, permits and approvals plus dredging 
and disposal is $190,000.  Please note this estimate may vary based on final quantities of silt 
material removed during the dredging works resulting from any further changes to the 
channel profile due to prevailing tidal and weather conditions. 
 
Funding Options 
 
The Lakes Management budget (Management Plan Strategy Line 3.2.2) funds the annual 
dredging of The Entrance and Terilbah Channels.  Of the $508,000 in this budget, $400,000 
is cluster plan funding with restricted use.  The remaining $108,000 is revenue funds which 
may be used for the dredging works at Boat Harbour, Summerland Point. Council staff have 
confirmed that only limited dredging will be required in the Entrance and Terilbah Channels in 
2008 / 2009 which allows the $108,000 revenue funds to be utilised this financial year for the 
proposed dredging of Boat Harbour. The $190,000 estimated total costs could be funded 
over two financial years from the current allocation in the Lakes Management budget, if 
works are commenced in June 2009 and continue into July 2009.  
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As an optional funding source,  Wyong Council staff are also currently in discussion with the 
Lake Macquarie office of the Catchment Coordinator to review projects eligible for funding 
under the Lake Macquarie Estuary Management Plan.  If it is determined that the Boat 
Harbour channel is an eligible project, Council staff will apply for funding via that source. 
Further advice will be provided to Council as discussions progress. 
 
State Member for Swansea 
 
On 8 December 2008, Mike Achelles (Manager, Customer and Community  Services), Luke 
Sulkowski (Operations Manager, Open Space and Recreation), and Sian Fawcett (Manager, 
Estuary Management) met with Mr Robert Coombs, State Member for Swansea.   The 
dredging works planned for Boat Harbour, Summerland Point were discussed and Mr 
Coombs communicated his full support for the project and his direct support in assisting with 
the timely procurement of permits from the relevant State Departments.  Funding options 
were discussed but funding was not identified. 
 
Community Consultation and Further Investigations 
 
Further investigations and community consultation is recommended to identify what type of 
vessels the channel should accommodate and to review potential alternate strategies for 
Boat Harbour such as the possible provision of a new boat ramp adjacent to the existing jetty 
on the Lake Macquarie foreshore. Investigation should also identify the current use at Boat 
Harbour and define the level of service that is sought by the community for the facility.  
 
At the rate of silting experienced at Boat Harbour over previous years the current average 
cost to dredge the channel every four to five years equates to approximately $40,000 per 
year. Alternative strategies such as construction of a new boat ramp at Summerland Point 
with direct access into Frying Pan Bay would obviate the need for Council to dredge the 
channel every few years and may represent a more cost effective and sustainable long term 
solution whilst providing suitable boating access to the local community. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

8.7 Workforce Status and Movements 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01709656  AUTHOR: KL 
 
SUMMARY 
 
This report is to provide Council with a summary of staff levels and movements for the 
second quarter of the current financial year. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Workforce Status and Movements. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
WORKFORCE STATUS 
 

 
STAFF LOSSES 
 
Departures October 2008 November 2008 December 2008 

 
Senior Management - - - 

Permanent Employees 4 5 6 

Temporary Employees 3 1 1 

Casual Employees - 3 1 

Total  7 9 8 
 
STAFF GAINS 
 
Appointments October 2008 November 2008 December 2008 

 
Senior Management - - 2 

Permanent Employees 4 7 2 

Temporary Employees 2 2 14 

Casual Employees 8 5 8 

Internal Transfers - 2 4 

Total  14 16 30 
 
 

 October 2008 November 2008 December 2008 
 

Senior Management 24 24 26 

Permanent Employees 934 938 938 

Temporary Employees 119 111 117 

Casual Employees 179 181 189 

Total Headcount 1256 1254 1269 

Permanent Full Time Equivalent 888.72 901.00 908.59 
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VACANCIES BEING RECRUITED 
 (including Temporary and Casual) 
 
 October 2008 November 2008 December 2008 

 
Total Vacancies 54 70 60 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

8.8 Outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices of Motion 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01653826  AUTHOR: SG 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Report on outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices of Motion. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report on Outstanding Questions Without Notice and Notices 
of Motion. 
 
 
Question Asked / Councillor Department Meeting Asked Status 

Q123 – Darcy Smith Court Case  
Councillor Pavier 

Shire 
Planning 

12 December 2007 A response will be 
reported to Council when 
the case has been 
finalised in the Land and 
Environment Court. 

Q066 – Discussions with 
Developers 
Councillor Symington  

Shire 
Planning 

26 November 2008 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
upon receipt of legal 
advice. 

Q068 - Education Program into 
Toddler Drowning 
Councillor Best  

Shire 
Planning 

26 November 2008 A response to this 
question will be prepared 
after the briefing 
workshop on current 
coverage and resources 
required to patrol beaches 
is held. This briefing 
is scheduled to be held in 
April 2009. 

Q001 – Amount of Stormwater 
Levy Funds Allocated Towards 
Areas on Lake Macquarie located 
in Wyong Shire 
Cr Symington 

Shire 
Planning 

28 January 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 11 March 2009 Council 
meeting 

Q002 – Norah Head Ocean Access 
Cr Best 

Shire 
Services 

28 January 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 11 March 2009 Council 
meeting 

Q003 – Investigate the use of 
“Green Concrete” for footpath 
construction. 
Cr Wynn 

Shire 
Services 

28 January 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 11 March 2009 Council 
meeting 
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Question Asked / Councillor Department Meeting Asked Status 

Q004 - Investigate alternative 
environmentally friendly materials 
for footpath construction. 
Cr Wynn 

Shire 
Services 

28 January 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 11 March 2009 Council 
meeting 

Q006 – Council Committees 
Cr McBride 

Corporate 
Services 

11 February 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 25 March 2009 Council 
meeting 

Q007 – Shire Strategic Vision’s 
Blog Site 
Cr Vincent 

Corporate 
Services 

11 February 2009 A response to this 
question will be submitted 
to 11 March 2009 Council 
meeting 

 
 

Notice of Motion Department Meeting Resolved Status 

326 - National Natural Disaster 
Funding 
Report required on climate change 
impacts. 

Shire 
Planning 

8 August 2007 
Eaton / Best 

A report will be submitted 
to Council when response 
from Department of 
Environment and Climate 
Change (DECC) is 
received. Finalisation of 
Coastline Management 
Plan is not anticipated 
until January/February 
2010. 

470 – Ferry Service between Wyong 
and The Entrance 
Report to be provided on investigation of a 
wharf and passenger ferry service 
between Wyong and The Entrance. 

Shire 
Planning 

14 November 2007 
Eaton / Best 

To be reported to Council 
in April/May 2009 as part 
of the adoption of The 
Entrance/Long Jetty 
Strategy 

231 – Poll on Popularly Elected Mayor 
and Electricity Privatisation 
A further report be reported to Council at a 
briefing session outlining the ramifications 
of a popularly elected Mayor detailing 
exactly how the numbers equate in three 
wards concerned. 

Corporate 
Services 

28 May 2008 
Stewart / Graham 
 

A report will be subject to 
future briefing session for 
Council. 
The report will provide an 
outline of possible ward 
boundaries. 

293 – The Entrance Long Jetty 
Strategy Meeting 
That Council facilitate a meeting with Key 
Stake holders – The Entrance Bowling 
Club, Lakeside Plaza and Wyong Shire 
Council. 
That the Mayor chair the meeting, report 
back on the progress or otherwise. 

Shire 
Planning 

25 June 2008 
Pavier / Graham 

Meeting was held on 
30 July 2008. Council 
update issued regarding 
outcomes. Formal report 
back to Council as part of 
adoption of The Entrance 
/ Long Jetty strategy to be 
submitted to Council in 
April/May following 
feedback sessions with 
peak community groups. 
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Notice of Motion Department Meeting Resolved Status 

295 – Wyong Pool Maintenance 
Policy 
That Council defer any further decisions 
regarding Wyong Pool pending 
discussions with the Wyong Tennis Club 
Administrator. 
That the Mayor and General Manager 
report to Council on discussions. 

General 
Manager’s 
Unit 

25 June 2008 
Pavier / Graham 

A meeting was held with 
the Administrators for 
Wyong Tennis Club. 
Awaiting further 
information once received 
a report will be submitted 
to Council. 

298 – Long Jetty Café 
That Council receive a briefing as part of 
the Long Jetty master planning on the 
permissibility and benefits / disbenefits of 
considering sub leasing  an area of the 
Long Jetty to cater for a commercial 
operation. 

Shire 
Planning 

25 June 2008 
Best / Eaton 

To be given further 
consideration following 
the adoption of the Draft 
Entrance Peninsula 
Planning Strategy. (The 
TEPPS encourages this 
type of potential 
development). 

383 – Central Coast Regional 
Strategy – Toukley 
That as a result of the recent release of 
the Central Coast Regional Strategy by 
the Department of Planning, staff report on 
the implications of the strategy on existing 
Council projects. In particular, the report 
should address the impacts on the Future 
Planning Unit’s work program and staff 
should also report on the now likely 
timelines and processes required to 
deliver the Toukley Strategy. 

Shire 
Planning 

13 August 2008 
Best / Stevens 

A briefing workshop is 
expected to be held with 
Councillors in May 2009. 

384 – Central Coast Regional 
Strategy 
That Council, in conjunction with Shire 
Planning staff, workshop the Central 
Coast Regional Strategy with a view to 
determining a position statement for the 
Department of Planning.  

Shire 
Planning 

13 August 2008 
Pavier / Eaton 

A briefing workshop is 
expected to be held with 
Councillors in May 2009. 

498 - Central Coast Tourism Inc 
(CCTI) Funding 
That Council report on funding for Central 
Coast Tourism Inc (CCTI). 

General 
Manager’s 
Unit 

12 November 2008 
Eaton / Graham 

A report will be submitted 
to 25 March 2009 
meeting. 

499 - Wyong Parking Initiatives 
That Council congratulate the Member for 
Wyong, Mr David Harris MP, on his 
support for a joint venture between 
Council and the State Government to 
construct additional car parking around the 
Civic/Justice/Police precinct of Wyong 
Town Centre. 
That Council request staff to contact 
appropriate State Government agencies to 
address this matter. 

Shire 
Planning 

12 November 2008 
Eaton / Best 

A report will be submitted 
to Council upon response 
from State Government 
Agencies. 
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Notice of Motion Department Meeting Resolved Status 

541 – Extended Safety of Surf Patrol 
Beaches 
That having regard to the increasing 
incidence of unseasonably warm weather 
associated with global warming and the 
resultant high beach usage outside current 
patrol hours Council take a proactive 
approach with a view to providing our 
residents and ratepayers with greater 
coverage of patrolled surf beaches. 
That Council receive a briefing on current 
coverage and resources required to patrol 
our Shire’s beaches including any 
recommendation for Council to consider a 
more flexible approach to beach patrol 
timetables. 

Shire 
Services 

26 November 2008 
Best / Eaton 

A briefing workshop is 
scheduled to be held in 
April 2009 on current 
coverage and resources 
required to patrol 
beaches. 
 

570 – Joint Council Meetings with 
Gosford Council 
1 That Council support regular joint 

meetings with Gosford Council to 
determine major water policy and other 
common issues.  

2 That any such meetings to be 
convened as formal council meetings 
of both Councils to enable prompt 
efficient and consistent decision 
making. 

3 That a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to Gosford City Council for 
its consideration and support. 

Corporate 
Services 

10 December 2008 
Eaton / Best 

Awaiting response from 
Gosford City Council 

10.2 – Encouraging Responsible 
Disposal of Asbestos 
1 That Council review its asbestos waste 

disposal policy to further encourage 
responsible disposal. 

2 That Council highlight this cost saving 
initiative while reinvigorating our “dob 
in a dumper” (DIAD) campaign. 

3 That to further strengthen the DIAD 
campaign Council extend its $10,000 
vandalism reward incentive to also 
include the DIAD campaign. 

4 That staff report to Council on the 
operational issues associated with the 
initiative above. 

5 That Council carry out an advertising 
and education campaign highlighting 
the health risks associated with illegal 
dumping and explaining the cost 
effectiveness of asbestos disposal at 
Buttonderry tip.  

Shire 
Services 

28 January 2009 
Best / Eaton 

A report will be submitted 
to the 25 March 2009 
meeting 
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Notice of Motion Department Meeting Resolved Status 

9.1 – NSW State Body Board 
Championships 
1 That Council allocate $10,000 from the 

2008-09 budget for Community 
Support and Development to secure 
major sponsorship of the NSW State 
Body Board Championships and 
Australasian Pro Tour to be held on 2, 
3, 4 and 5 April 2009 at Soldiers 
Beach. 

2 That Council transfer the $10,000 from 
the amount allocated in the 2008-09 
budget to the “Central Coast Pro 
Surfing Competition” which has been 
cancelled. 

3 That Council consider allocating a 
similar amount to the “NSW Body 
Board Championships” in the 2009-10 
budget provided it can be 
demonstrated that the event continues 
to provide significant benefit to the 
Shire. 

4 That a report on attendance, economic 
benefits etc of the event be presented 
to Council at the completion of the 
championships. 

Shire 
Services 

11 February 2009 
McNamara / Best 

A report will be submitted 
to 27 May 2009 meeting. 

9.2 – Central Coast Express Advocate 
article 
1 Did the Express/Advocate, as reported 

in the article, ask Council to verify this 
story before it went to press and, if so, 
when did this occur? 

2 Did any Councillors ask for any 
clarification of this incident further to 
the Question Without Notice No. Q075 
asked by Councillor Best at the 
Ordinary Meeting on 10 December 
2008? 

3 Were Staff able to provide the facts as 
contained in Report No (9.10) and if so, 
when? 

4 If staff did not to respond to these 
requests, why not? 

5 Does Council's media section have a 
working relationship with the local 
press and, if so, how can we reinforce 
this relationship to ensure that we get 
the facts in the hands of the journalists 
to prevent the publication of non 
verified and/or grandstanding articles in 
the future. 

Corporate 
Services / 
Shire 
Services 

11 February 2009 
Symington / Best 

Items 1 and 5 were 
responded to the meeting 
of 11 February 2009. 
1 Staff were given 

1.5hrs warning to 
respond – paper went 
to press despite 
making the deadline. 

5 Wyong Shire Council 
working relationship 
excellent – refer 
survey by journalists 
rating Wyong Shire 
Council at 100%. 

 
Items 2, 3 and 4 will be 
responded to Council’s 
meeting of 25 March 
2009. 
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Notice of Motion Department Meeting Resolved Status 

9.4 – Precinct Support Program 
1 That Council reaffirm its support and 

commitment to its Precinct Committee 
network while recognising their 
valuable contribution to the community. 

2 That Council, in partnership with our 
local Precinct Committees, review its 
current level of assistance with a view 
to growing and supporting this 
important community network and its 
membership. 

3 That staff report to Council, after the 
Precinct Committee Forum to be held 
on Wednesday 1 April 2009, on past, 
current and future recommendations 
regarding levels of support required to 
achieve 2 above. 

Corporate 
Services 

11 February 2009 
Best / McNamara 

A report on the forum will 
be submitted to 
13 May 2009 Council 
meeting 

9.5 – Closed Circuit TV Toukley 
1 That further to the continuing and 

escalating incidents of vandalism and 
graffiti in and around the Toukley and 
Toukley East areas, staff report on the 
findings of the recently conducted 
Toukley Community Safety Audit soon 
to be released. 

2 That staff report to Council on the 
feasibility of installing a Closed Circuit 
TV network in the Toukley area similar 
to the recently federally funded 27 
camera system now being installed in 
the Woy Woy business district. 

Shire 
Services 

11 February 2009 
Best / Wynn 

Safety Audit to be 
conducted by NSW 
Police.  Staff will liaise 
with NSW Police to 
determine when the 
Safety Audit will be made 
available. 

 
Questions Without Notice and Notices of Motion Removed from the Above Lists since 
the Previous Meeting 
 
Question without Notice / Notice of Motion Outcome 

502 - Dredging Boat Harbour Summerland Point  Report included in this business paper 

10.4 – Recognise Staff on OH&S Initiatives A letter was forwarded to appropriate staff 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

9.1 Notice of Motion - Motor Sports Facility 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01708873  AUTHOR: SW 
 
Councillor McNamara has given notice that at the Ordinary Meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, 25 February 2009 he will move the following Motion: 
 

“1 That Council investigate possible locations for a motor sports facility. 
 
2 That Council seek expressions of interest to; 
 

(a) Build, operate and manage the facility including Financial Models and 
benefits/revenue to Council.  

 
(b) Gather information from potential user groups regarding User Group 

requirements and potential facility usage to form the basis of a business 
plan.” 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

9.2 Notice of Motion - The Entrance Channel WebCam 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01708957  AUTHOR: SW 
 
Councillors Best and Webster have given notice that at the Ordinary Meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, 25 February 2009 they will move the following Motion: 
 

“That Council investigate the possible benefits of utilising the growing web technology 
known as “webcam” in The Entrance Channel to assist various organisations, 
Departments and the general public to gain important information vital to improved 
channel safety.” 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

9.3 Notice of Motion - Recycle/Re-use Initiative 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01709167  AUTHOR: SW 
 
Councillors Best and Wynn have given notice that at the Ordinary Meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, 25 February 2009 they will move the following Motion: 
 

“That staff provide a preliminary report to Council on the recycle/re-use initiative of 
Cessnock and Lake Macquarie City Councils known as the Tip Shop/Re-use Centre 
hosted at the Councils’ respective waste management facilities” 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

9.4 Notice of Motion - Council's Animal Care Facility Review 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01709212  AUTHOR: SW 
 
Councillor Best has given notice that at the Ordinary Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 25 
February 2009 he will move the following Motion: 
 

“That staff brief Council on the strategic options available to best manage this facility 
covering both infrastructure and operation issues needed to meet future demands.” 
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25 February 2009 Director’s Report 

To the Ordinary Meeting Corporate Services Department
 

9.5 Notice of Motion - Extending the Lapsing Period of a Consent 
TRIM REFERENCE: D01709612  AUTHOR: SW 
 
Councillor Graham has given notice that at the Ordinary Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 
25 February 2009 he will move the following Motion: 
 

“That Council, in determining applications for employment generating development, 
give consideration to extend the lapsing period of a Consent under Section 95 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 to three years for the purpose of 
assisting local employment during the current economic downturn.” 

 
 
COUNCILLOR’S NOTE 
 
Currently all consents issued by Council have a lapsing period of two years. Due to the 
current economic downturn there is a reduced ability for proponents to commence 
employment generating developments within that timeframe. Under Section 95(a) of the Act 
a request may be made for a further one year extension to the consent period subject to the 
consent authority being satisfied that the applicant has provided reasonable justification for 
the extension.  Should the above Notice of Motion be adopted the overall period of consent 
for an employment generating development will be therefore extended from 3 years to 4 
years. It is considered that this will assist the feasibility of these projects which have a direct 
bearing on employment. 
 


