
 
Table 1: NHMRC Star Rating Interpretation 

 

Star Rating Interpretation Graphic Representation 
 

**** 
 

Good: NHMRC 
indicates site 
safe for 
swimming 

All 5 samples during the 
month were under the 
NHMRC safe value for 
swimming. 

 

 

 

 

*** 
 

Fair: NHMRC 
indicates site is 
safe for 
swimming 

The median of all 
samples is low, but one 
sample during the 
month exceeded the 
NHMRC maximum safe 
value for swimming. 

 

 

** 
 

Poor: NHMRC 
indicates 
swimming at site 
is not 
recommended. 

The median of all 
samples is high and 
one sample exceeded 
the NHMRC maximum 
safe value for 
swimming; 

 

Or 

The median of all 
samples is low, but two 
samples exceeded the 
NHMRC maximum safe 
value for swimming. 

 

 

* 
 

Bad: NHMRC 
indicates 
swimming at site 
is not 
recommended. 

The median of all 
samples is high and two 
or more samples 
exceeded the NHMRC 
maximum safe value for 
swimming. 
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