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SUMMARY 
 
Council has been approached by the Central Coast Mariners seeking a contribution of 
$100,000 to go towards their bid to recruitment David Beckham has a guest player for a 10 
week period form January 2013 onwards. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1 That Council receive and note the report on Central Coast Mariners Bid to attract 

David Beckham. 
 
2 That Council refer this matter to the Central Coast Regional Organisation of 

Councils (CCROC) for discussion at its 29 November 2012 meeting to allow 
discussion with Gosford City Council. 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Central Coast Mariners have the opportunity to secure David Beckham for a 10 week period 
from mid- January, 2013. This period would cover 6 or 7 home games at Bluetongue 
Stadium and would create enormous interest in the Central Coast both throughout Australia 
and globally given his expertise and international reputation as a footballer. 
 
Central Coast Mariners would envisage selling all tickets for these games resulting in more 
than 120,000 people coming into the Central Coast for these matches. 
 
The club is looking for marketing support of $100,000 each from both Gosford City Council 
and Wyong Shire Council to help contribute to being able to secure David Beckham for the 
Central Coast Mariners.  
 
Gosford City Council has indicated that a similar motion will be moved on Wednesday, 28 
November and is expected to be carried. The total cost to the club would be in the order of 
$2 million to succeed with this project 
 
For the contribution of $100,000, Wyong and the Central Coast would receive the opportunity 
to highlight the Wyong LGA and the region to a worldwide audience, which neither would 
normally be able to access. 
 
Tourism Central Coast has advised that, as a direct result of the game against Sydney FC a 
few weeks ago, 250 hotel rooms were booked. The 250 rooms exclude rooms booked in the 
surrounding areas.   
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Central Coast Mariners are seeking support from Gosford and Wyong councils in addition to 
state and federal governments.  
 
Six  A League clubs have indicated their interest in signing David Beckham and some state 
governments are backing their proposals, if Central Coast Mariners do not sign Beckham at 
least Wyong and the Central Coast region have had huge positive media locally, in NSW and 
Internationally, which is a nothing but a positive. 
 
 
CURRENT STATUS 
 
The bid proposal has received support from right across the Central Coast, including 
Regional Development Australia – Central Coast, Central Coast Tourism, the Federal 
Member for Robertson Deborah O’Neil and local business including John Singleton. 
 
The Central Coast Mariners are seeking commitment from Council to join the consortium 
bidding to recruitment David Beckham with a pledge of $100,000. 
 
Council’s support of the bid proposal is conditional on Gosford Council also contributing 
$100,000. 
 
The proposal was also considered at the Employment and Economic Development 
Committee meeting held on the 21 November. The committee recommended that Council 
support the bid in line with the recommendation contained within this report. 
 
 
THE PROPOSAL 
 
Council has been approached by the Central Coast Mariners seeking $100,000 in support of 
their bid to recruitment David Beckham as a guest player for a ten week period from mid 
January. 
 
If Council were to support this request Councils sponsorship contribution to the Central Coast 
would increase to $200,000 overall. Funding to support the bid would need to be made via 
savings and/or reallocation of funds in Council’s current sponsorship program. 
 
The overall benefit provided to Wyong and the Central Coast in both participating in this bid 
and in if the bid were to be successful would have nothing but positive benefits all round from 
both a direct spend point of view and overall economic stimulus. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
The recommended option is the preferred option, Council supporting this option will be 
demonstration of a Council which is proactive in pursuing and supporting opportunities that 
benefit the region economically and actively promote the Central Coast. Support of this 
option also demonstrates that Council is focussed on regional initiatives and is of the firm 
view that the promotion of the Central Coast as a region is critical for the growth and 
prosperity of Wyong LGA. 
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Alternative options for Council would be to reduce the amount of funding support of not 
support the bid at all. To do however would see Council relegated to a minor player in the bid 
and in the case if the bid was not supported at all would see Council totally relegated to the 
sidelines and miss out on the significant marketing exposure pre bid and obviously the 
benefits if the bid were to be successful.  
 
Budget Impact 
 
Funding of the bid will require a new allocation of $100,000 to Councils existing sponsorship 
program. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Consultation in relation to this matter has been undertaken with the Central Coast Mariners, 
Gosford City Council and the Employment and Economic Development Committee. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The approach by the Central Coast Mariners to support their bid to recruit David Beckham for 
a guest A league appearance from January 2013 onwards provides Council with an 
opportunity to demonstrate their commitment to the Central Coast and support of initiatives 
that benefit the Central Coast and Wyong economically. 
 
It is strongly recommended that support this proposal on the basis Gosford Council also 
contributes an amount similar to Wyong and that successful agreement can be reached with 
the Mariners ensuring Wyong receive maximum, both direct and indirect, benefit from this 
proposal. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  Newspaper Clippings David Beckham  D03199744
2  RDA Letter of Support  D03199743
3  Deborah O'Neill Letter of Support  D03199742
4  Central Coast Tourism Letter of Support  D03199740
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