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10 July 2013 General Manager’s Report
To the Ordinary Council Meeting General Manager's Unit
2.4 2013/14 Strategic Plan Fees and Charges Amendments

TRIM REFERENCE: F2012/01427 - D03425947
MANAGER: Michael Whittaker, General Manager
AUTHOR: Kim Futcher; Financial Controller

SUMMARY

Council's 2013/14 Fees and Charges, incorporated in the Statement of Revenue Policy, were
adopted on 10 April 2013 in accordance with the strategic planning process. A number of
amendments to the adopted Fees and Charges schedule are now required. This report
seeks to adopt amendments to the Fees and Charges schedule for 2013/14, subject to
submissions received during the public exhibition period.

RECOMMENDATION

1 That Council adopt the proposed changes to the Fees and Charges for 2013/14 as
described in Attachment 1 after an exhibition period, and;

(@) That Council advertise the amendments referred to in (2) above for a period
of 28 days as per Section 610F and 705 of the Local Government Act 1993.

(b) That Council apply the proposed fees following the public notification
period, subject to no objections.

2 That Council adopt the typographical amendments to the 2013/14 Fees and
Charges as described in Attachment 2.

BACKGROUND

Council's 2013/14 Fees and Charges were adopted by Council on 10 April 2013 in accordance
with the Local Government Act 1993 requirements and also the Division of Local Government
Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines.

A number of amendments to the adopted Fees and Charges schedule are now required in
addition to some new fees and charges that were inadvertently omitted during the strategic
planning process.

The Local Government Act 1993, Section 610F requires that after the date on which the
Operational Plan commences (1 July 2013), Council must give public notice of new fees, or
changes to existing fees, for at least 28 days.



2.4 2013/14 Strategic Plan Fees and Charges Amendments (contd)

CURRENT STATUS

The proposed amendments to the Fees and Charges schedule are summarised below and
detailed in the attachments.

Amendments Requiring Public Exhibition (refer Attachment 1)

Licence to use Open Space - Beach Access

The following 2013/14 Fees and Charges related to open space have been revised:

e Beach Access Licence Fee (02.21037) - It has been identified that this fee has
been set at the same amount as events on beaches such as surf schools or
personal trainers. However this fee is intended to allow access to the beach for
professional fisherman and similar individuals rather than for an event. As a result
this fee has been revised and reduced to more accurately reflect such usage.

e Beach Access Bond (02.21038) — It has been identified that this fee actually
represents a charge for keys and therefore the fee title will be amended to be
“Beach Access Key Bond”. Furthermore the fee has been reduced to align with
other open space key bonds.

o Disabled Beach Access Licence (new fee) — It has been identified that beach
access for people with disabilities is required. As this is not for commercial
activities a discount has been applied.

Netball Courts — other complex

The following 2013/14 Fees and Charges related to Netball Courts have been revised to
correct a transposition error:

e Casual Day Fee — Full complex (02.21168)
e Casual Night Fee - Full complex (02.21170)

Public Halls, Community Facilities & Civic Centres

The following 2013/14 Fees and Charges related to Public Halls have been revised:

e Bonds (01.12041, 01.12045 & 01.12054) — These bonds have been reviewed and
adjusted for improved consistency across Council.

e Hall Hire (within 01.12000) — The fees and charges for Hall Hire have been
reviewed and adjusted to more accurately reflect the services being offered. Refer
Attachment 1 for the complete list.

Swimming Pools

From 29 April 2013 all pools are required to be registered on the NSW State-wide-on-line
Swimming Pool Register. Customers are to register their pool themselves and must have
email and internet access to enable them to complete the registration. If a customer does not
have access to email and the internet it is recommended that Council provide a service to
register the pool on their behalf. It is proposed that a new fee be introduced to cover the cost
of administrative assistance.



2.4 2013/14 Strategic Plan Fees and Charges Amendments (contd)

Waste

On the 21 June 2013, Council was notified by the Environmental Protection authority (EPA)
that the 2013/14 Waste Levy would be $107.80 per tonne. This is an increase of $14.80 per
tonne (or 16%) over the 2012/13 rate of $93.00 per tonne. Council has reviewed and adjusted
waste fees accordingly to recover this increase in state levy.

Typographical adjustments have also been made to align the Fees and Charges schedule with
the Statement of Revenue policy.

In conjunction with the above updates, Council has conducted a business review and also
propose to simplify waste fees and group them into three key categories as follows:

e Excavated Natural Materials — including soil, trees (except large trunks) and
garden vegetation

e Mixed Waste — including building and demolition waste, recyclables (except
mattresses) and large tree stumps

e Special Waste — including asbestos

Typographical and Statutory Changes (refer Attachment 2)

The following amendments represent changes to text and do not require public exhibition and
are provided for information:

e Event Fee 50-100 people: Not-for-profit groups (02.21004) - Description has been
changed to “Event fee under 100 people: Not-for-profit groups”.

e Floodlights (02.21118) — Quality of floodlights available for summer and winter
have been updated to reflect more accurate ratings.

e Processing Charge (12.30004): Description has been changed from “personal
affairs” to “personal information”.

e Cemeteries (01.11015 & 01.11017) — Descriptions have been updated.

e Public Halls — A number of descriptions have been updated. There have also been
changes to the units of measurement to more accurately reflect the intent of the
fee.

e Pre-lodgement meeting of development proposal (05.10092 to 05.10094) - Line
items 05.10093 and 05.10094 have had the descriptions updated to include the
hourly rate for the service unit manager.

e Swimming Pool Certificate of Compliance (05.33002) — This fee has been modified
to correctly reflect legislative changes to Swimming Pool Regulation Act 2008.



2.4 2013/14 Strategic Plan Fees and Charges Amendments (contd)

STRATEGIC LINKS

Long term Financial Strategy

It is anticipated that the variance to Council’'s income will have an immaterial impact to the
Long Term Financial Plan. No further impacts to strategies within the strategic plan are
anticipated.

Budget Impact

The Water, Sewerage and Drainage fees and charges have now been considered and
adjustments to the 2013/14 Income Statement were adopted by Council on 26 June 2013.

The proposed amendments to the 2013/14 Fees and Charges disclosed in Attachment 1 are
anticipated to have an immaterial impact on Council’s budget.
CONSULTATION

All departments were consulted and involved in the preparation of this report.

GOVERNANCE AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Council's Fees and Charges are adopted in accordance with relevant legislation.
MATERIAL RISKS AND ISSUES

There are no expected material risks and issues arising from these changes.

CONCLUSION

This report seeks to adopt an amended Fees and Charges schedule for 2013/14, subject to
the public exhibition of the amended attachments.

ATTACHMENTS

1 Amendments Requiring Public Exhibition D03462182
2 Typographical & Statutory Changes D03445666
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