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A. POLICY SUMMARY 
 
A.1. The purpose of this policy is to establish a framework for the implementation of Water 

Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) for projects undertaken by, or on behalf of Council 
(referred to as “activities”, defined by Part V of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1979).  

 
B.  POLICY BACKGROUND 
 
Preamble 
 
B.1. Drainage infrastructure has historically been designed and implemented using ‘hard’ 

engineered solutions, which have emphasised the efficient conveyance of stormwater 
drainage from the land to the lowest point in the landscape via the most direct path 
available.  These solutions focus on the quantity of stormwater removal, rather than 
water quality and quantity objectives. 

 
B.2. Wyong Shire includes numerous freshwater wetlands and estuarine lakes.  Several of 

Wyong’s wetlands are protected by the State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 14 – 
Coastal Wetlands, however, urban development in Wyong Shire is having a measurable 
adverse impact on the health of the region’s wetlands, lakes and other aquatic 
ecosystems.  

 
B.3. To reduce the potential impacts of ongoing urban growth, Wyong Shire Council has 

adopted a Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) Chapter within Development Control 
Plan 2005 (Chapter 97 - WSUD), which is a matter for consideration in the design and 
assessment of Development Applications (DAs) for new land subdivisions and 
subsequent developments, including associated stormwater infrastructure.   

 
B.4. WSUD seeks to minimise changes to the natural water cycle and protect the health of 

aquatic ecosystems through appropriate planning and design within the urban 
catchment, achieved by design elements which address both water quality and quantity 
issues. 

 
B.5. The stormwater infrastructure constructed by or on behalf of Council may comprise new 

works, or can involve maintenance and repair works which are categorised as a “renewal”, 
“retrofit”, “upgrade”, or a combination of the above.  These works are defined within this 
Policy as Council’s current practice is a hybrid between conventional ‘hard’ solutions and 
the use of some WSUD elements.  These works are often not subject to the Development 
Application process, but do require environmental assessment under Part V of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, before they can proceed. 

 
B.6. This policy provides a clear procedure for the implementation of the WSUD approach for 

projects undertaken by or on behalf of Council. 
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Policy Objectives 
 
B.7. The aims and objectives of this Policy are to provide direction on the provision of 

stormwater quality management, incorporating Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD), 
by: 

i. Treating urban stormwater to meet water quality objectives for reuse and/or 
discharge to receiving waters. Stormwater treatment measures emphasise: 

 Use of vegetation and soils for filtering and biological treatment 
purposes 

 Integration of stormwater treatment into the landscape 
 Development of a treatment train approach that collectively 

addresses a range of stormwater pollutants 
 

ii. Preserving the natural hydrological regime of catchments, through detention, 
retention, and re-use, rather than rapid conveyance and discharge of 
stormwater. 

 
iii. Protection of natural terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, in order to preserve 

water-related environmental, recreational and cultural values 
 

iv. Integration of stormwater management in the urban landscape and open space 
network to maximise its visual and recreational amenity. 

 
v. Reducing potable water demand through: 

 Rainwater and/or stormwater harvesting and reuse  
 Water efficient appliances 
 Water efficient landscaping 
 Wastewater treatment and reuse 

 
vi. Adopting the principles of natural channel design in the urban landscape where 

feasible. 
 
 
C.  DEFINITIONS 

 
C.1. Activity: means works which require approval in accordance with Part V of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.   
 
C.2. DCP means a Development Control Plan prepared and adopted in accordance with s.74C 

of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. 
 
C.3. ESD means Ecologically Sustainable Development: meeting the needs of current and 

future generations through integration of environment protection, social advancement 
and economic prosperity or meeting the need of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

 
C.4. Natural Channel Design: aims to maximise the benefits that our waterways can provide 

to the human and wildlife inhabitants of our urban areas. Natural Channel Design 
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provides the required hydraulic conveyance of a drainage channel and floodway without 
damaging the original channel, and by maximising its potential environmental values. 

 
C.5. RReenneeww::  tthhiiss  tteerrmm  rreellaatteess  ttoo  ccaappiittaall  wwoorrkk  oonn  eexxiissttiinngg  ddrraaiinnaaggee  aasssseettss  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  

rreeppllaacceemmeenntt,,  rreehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn,,  rreeffuurrbbiisshhmmeenntt  aanndd  lliikkee  tteerrmmss  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  lleevveell  ooff  
sseerrvviiccee  ––  iitt  ddeelliivveerrss  aann  eexxtteennddeedd  lliiffee  ttoo  aann  aasssseett.. 

 
C.6. Retrofit:  tthhiiss  tteerrmm  rreellaatteess  ttoo  ccaappiittaall  wwoorrkk  oonn  eexxiissttiinngg  ddrraaiinnaaggee  aasssseettss  aanndd  includes 

modification by adding newly developed parts or devices that were not available or in 
common usage when the original work was done.  Retrofit is a form of “upgrade” in that 
it provides a higher level of service. 

 
C.7. UUppggrraaddee::  tthhiiss  tteerrmm  rreellaatteess  ttoo  ccaappiittaall  wwoorrkk  oonn  eexxiissttiinngg  ddrraaiinnaaggee  aasssseettss  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  

rreenneewwaall  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  aann  eennhhaanncceedd  lleevveell  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  //  aammeenniittyy,,  ii..ee..,,  aa  hhiigghheerr  ssttaannddaarrdd  aanndd  
eexxtteennddeedd  lliiffee  ttoo  aann  aasssseett..  

 
C.8. WSUD: Water Sensitive Urban Design is the integration of various stormwater 

management practices with the aim of minimising impacts on the natural water cycle.  It 
focuses on the interactions between the urban built form (including urban landscapes) 
and the urban water cycle (drinking water, wastewater, stormwater and groundwater) and 
it has consideration for design, construction and maintenance. 

 
C.9. WSUD elements: are stormwater treatment measures that may be a combination of 

vegetated systems and traditional stormwater drainage. 
 
 
D.  LEGISLATIVE AND GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
 
Related Legislation 
 
D.1. The following Legislation has been referred to in the preparation of this policy document:  
 

a. Local Government Act 1993. 
b. Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. 
c. Wyong Local Environmental Plan 1991.  

 
 
E.  POLICY STATEMENTS 
 
Application of WSUD Principles to Council Projects 
 
E.1. The provisions of DCP 2005: Chapter 97 - WSUD apply to the design of proposals for new 

development and subdivisions lodged via development applications under Part IV of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.  These are generally “greenfield”, or 
previously undeveloped subdivision and development sites.  

 
E.2. Council is obligated through the Local Government Act 1993, to apply Environmentally 

Sustainable Development principles, for example the Precautionary Principle, to works it 
undertakes.  This obligation is reinforced through Council’s Charter, the adopted Shire 
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Strategic Vision, Sustainability Principles, CMA Catchment Action Plan and Estuary 
Management Plan objectives. 

 
E.3. All drainage works and components (activities under Part V of the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act, 1979) undertaken by Council, including new works, renewals, 
retrofits and upgrades, shall be guided by the design principles within the WSUD DCP and 
this Policy, as far as is practically achievable for the relevant site of the works, and having 
regard for the budget available for the works.  

 
E.4. All Council projects shall include design and management provisions for the efficient 

ongoing maintenance of the asset in accordance with WSUD and sustainability principles.  
 
E.5. Council will not necessarily apply WSUD in full to renewal work in older developed areas. 

However, it will apply WSUD principles, as far as is practicable in those older areas, within 
resulting cost and spatial considerations, to minimise any adverse impacts on the natural 
environment. 

 
E.6. The adoption of WSUD into Council’s design practice is to be accompanied by the 

implementation of current best practice in erosion protection and sedimentation control 
including the integration of natural channel design principles into stormwater 
management to better integrate with the open space network.  This greatly reduces 
sediment load to the receiving environment, provides enhanced habitat and improved 
visual amenity. 

 
 
F.  SUPPORTING GUIDELINES 
 
F.1. Refer to “WSUD Guideline No. 10 – Council Activities”, available via Councils Intranet, and 

at Councils website www.wyong.nsw.gov.au. 
 
F.2. To view DCP 2005: Chapter 97 – WSUD, refer to Councils website www.wyong.nsw.gov.au. 

The site also contains a WSUD Fact Sheet which summaries the objectives and contents of 
DCP 2005: Chapter 97 - WSUD .   

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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