
Attachment 3 Rebuild Alison Homestead at 1 Cape Road Wyong for Wyong District 
Museum and Historical Society (9 May 2012 Ordinary Council Meeting)

 

 

- 54 - 

Council’s insurers will for its purposes assess the damage to the building with a view to 
making a payout to council in accordance with that assessment for the purpose of rebuilding 
the premises. 
 
Subject to confirmation by the insurers of the amount to be paid for the rebuilding of the 
insured premises, Council would arrange a contractor to undertake the work. Insurance 
monies would be paid upon completion of the work. Council will be required to pay the 
$10,000.00 excess  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
The options available to Council in rebuilding Alison Homestead are listed below. Council 
has the option to make a claim against its insurers to either rebuild the Alison Homestead or 
to have its insurers pay out on the basis that Council does not intend to rebuild. 
 
Option 1 – Rebuild to previous form using modern day building techniques 
 
Rebuild a replica of the previous building using current day building standards, materials and 
techniques. This is the most cost effective and cheapest option available to Council. 
 
 
Option 2 – Rebuild to original condition using period building methods and materials 
 
Consider rebuilding using the same building materials and techniques that were used on the 
construction of the original building. This option is not considered feasible due to the 
likelihood of the required period materials and tradesmen with the necessary skills no longer 
being available. 
Even it was assumed that the tradesman and material were available the cost of using this 
particular method would more than likely be greater than the insurance payout. 
 
Option 3 – Redesign and Rebuild 
 
Undertake a new design for a purpose built museum on site.  This would mean a departure 
from the current historical form and shape of the existing building and would require part 
demolition of what remains of the existing building. 
The benefits of this option are that it would allow Council to fully consider what building form 
is best placed to support the Museum and the preservation of historical objects into the 
future. 
 
Option 4 – Demolition, clear site 
 
Demolish remnants of existing building and clear the site. In the event that Council advised 
its insurers that it does not propose to rebuild, the insurance pay out would be less than if it 
were to rebuild.  Council would retain the insurance pay out less any demolition costs.  
Council would terminate the lease to the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society and 
its activities on the site would be at an end. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The Homestead was substantially destroyed by the fire and impossible to restore. 
 
Obtaining materials similar to the era the homestead was constructed would be difficult, time 
consuming and unlikely to be 100% successful.  Building techniques could be replicated at 
some cost however, compliance with modern day standards would complicate construction 
significantly. 
 
New design or demolition and clearance does not meet with community sentiment and the 
historical significance would be lost. 
 
Construction of a replica building, using modern day materials and techniques, preserves the 
original appearance and “presence” of the building and is the closest approximation 
achievable of the destroyed building. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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