
AMENDED REPORT 
 

26 June 2013  
To the Ordinary Council Meeting Councillor 
 

2.2 Mayoral Minute - WSC Trade Tourism & Marketing Delegation to 
China - 25 May to 3 June 2013      

TRIM REFERENCE: F2011/00192 - D03411450 
AUTHOR: Doug Eaton; Councillor  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A Trade Tourism & Marketing Delegation visited China during the period 25 May - 3 June 
2013.  Information regarding the activities undertaken during the visit, including a delegates’ 
report, prepared by Councillor Delegates, Councillors Eaton, Best, Nayna, Taylor and Troy, 
is attached. 
 
Council at its meeting on 12 December 2012 considered Item 7.11 Australian Chinese 
Theme Park Purchase of Council Land and resolved, in part, follows: 
 

“675/12 That Council establishes a delegation which will travel to China in late May 
2013 consisting of interested Councillors and their spouses, the General 
Manager or his delegate and other significant interested local stakeholders 
to further develop trade, investment and tourism relationships and provide a 
different perspective on development, transportation and government.” 

 
On 6 March 2013 the Employment and Economic Development Committee considered Item 
3.3 Delegation to China. The minutes of this meeting were subsequently considered by 
Council at its meeting on 13 March under Item 5.9 Recommendations and Minutes of the 
Employment and Economic Development Committee and resolved, in part, as follows: 
 

“285/13 That Council note all delegates and accompanying persons are funding 
their own travel, accommodation and expenses.” 

 
Initially a delegation of 21 persons was proposed however, as a result of the adoption of 
resolution 285/13 two staff delegates, the staff member proposed to act as the General 
Manager’s Delegate and the staff member proposed to act as a translator withdrew from the 
Delegation.   
 
Below is a list of the 19 persons which formed the delegation; 
  
 
Official Party - Council Representatives 
 

Councillor Doug Eaton   Mayor 
 
Councillor Greg Best  Former Mayor and Chair Employment and Economic 

Development Committee 
 
Councillor Luke Nayna  Chair Traffic Committee 
 
Councillor Adam Troy Co Chair Tuggerah Lakes Estuary and Coastal 

Management Committee 
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Councillor Lloyd Taylor Co Chair Tuggerah Lakes Estuary and Coastal 

Management Committee 
 
 

Business and Community Members 
 

David Hannan   CEO and Director of F. Hannan Properties Pty Ltd 
John Stevens   CEO Stevens Group 
Eric Stammer   GM Yeramba Group 
Damien Wilde  GM Henry Kendall Group 
Howard Cao  Director Option Investment Australia (Magenta Shores) 
Hongyi Yang   President China Australia Friendship Association 
Marlene Pennings Wyong Citizen of the Year 

 
 
Accompanying Persons 

 
Mrs Maree Best, Joshua Best and Amelia Best 
Mrs Sharne Byrnes (partner of Cr Luke Nayna) 
Mrs Kaylene Troy 
Ms Adele Taylor (partner of David Hannan)  
Mr Gerry Pennings 

 
 
Council at its meeting on 24 April 2013 considered Item 2.3 Mayoral Minute – Trade 
Investment and Tourism Marketing and resolved as follows: 

 
“498/13 That Council authorise the Mayor to execute agreements generally in the 

forms annexed hereto as Attachments 1-4, where it is impractical to gain 
prior Council approval subject to reporting such agreements to Council as 
soon as possible. 

 
499/13 That Council authorise, within budgets contained in the Council adopted 

four year delivery plan and annual plan for the preparation, printing, 
manufacturing and distribution of promotional and marketing material 
promoting Wyong Shire, its development sites and projects and its 
attractiveness for investment, trade and tourism.  Such material may be 
written, electronic or on any appropriate media and maybe in various 
languages.”  

 
The Delegation travelled to China on 25 May and returned on 4 June 2013.   
 
A delegates’ report prepared by the five Councillor delegates is added to this report as 
Attachment 1 to this report  
 
The Memorandum of Understanding - Establishing Twin-City Relations between Qianjiang, 
the People’s Republic of China and Wyong in the State of New South Wales, Australia” 
which was co- signed by the Mayor, on behalf of Wyong Shire Council and Wang Yumei, on 
behalf of Qianjiang Municipal People’s Government as a preliminary co-operation agreement 
during the Delegation’s meeting with Government officials in Qianjiang on Thursday 
29 May 2013 and is added as Attachment 2 to this report. 
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Also attached are various itineraries and information brochures which were distributed to 
Delegates during the visit. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The attached delegates’ report provides details of the various government meetings, investor 
functions and site inspections carried out by members of the Delegation.   Hard copies and 
electronic copies of a portfolio of investment prospects such as Council’s iconic sites, the 
airport and the university were distributed to potential Chinese investors during these 
meetings.    As a result a delegation of government officials from Qingpu District of Shanghai 
Province, Qianjiang City and also a delegation from the Jiatong University financial leaders 
club are proposing to visit Wyong Shire. 
 
 
 

 
I formally move: 

 
“1 That Council receive and note the delegates’ report on the WSC Trade 

Tourism & Marketing Delegation to China during the period 25 May – 3 June 
2013 prepared by Councillors Eaton, Best, Nayna, Taylor and Troy (added 
as attachment 1), 

 
2 That Council ratify the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

Qianjiang City which was signed by the Mayor on behalf of Wyong Shire 
Council generally in accordance with Council resolution 498/13, adopted by 
Council at its meeting on 24 April 2013 (added as attachment 2). 

 
3  That Council note the unsolicited offer from Australia Chinese Theme Park 

Pty Ltd (ACTP) to provide unpaid representation of Council for the 
introduction of Council projects to potential Chinese investors.” 

 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1  OM-26-06-13 Attachment - Delegates Report - WSC Trade Tourism & 

Marketing Delegation to China 25 May - 3 June 2013 
 D03420176 

2  OM 26-06-13 - Attachment M.O.U. - establishing Twin City Relations 
between Qianjiang and WSC 

 D03411439 

3  OM 26-06-13 Attachment to China Delegation Report - Itinerary of Visit to 
Qianjiang 

 D03411440 

4  OM 26-06-13 Attachment - Program for Artistic Performance  for WSC 
Delegation at Qianjiang 

 D03411443 

5  OM 26-06-13 Attachment - Information Brochure - Qinpu - City of Water  D03411444 
6  OM 26-06-13 - Attachment  Itinerary for WSC Delegation at Shanghai  D03411445 
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Attachment -  1 
 
Delegates Report WSC Trade Investment and Tourism Marketing 25 May – 3 June 2013  
 
Date  
 
Monday  
 
27 May 2013 

Beijing 
Two meetings arranged by Howard Cao: 

• 1st meeting included Mr Zhou, owner of a  major investment company,  who had significant interest in the 
university.  Mr Zhou was interested in the airport and was also interested in mining. 

• 2nd meeting also with Mr Zhou and two different Mr Li’s  - investment, building and IT. 
 

 
Tuesday 
 
28 May 2013 

Beijing 
• Cr Taylor , Ruby and The Mayor went to Chinese Entrepreneur Developing Federation Forum 
• Ruby gave a keynote address in Chinese at the beginning of the forum,  
• Later the Mayor and Councillor Taylor also addressed the Forum – video taken of Mayor’s speech 
• Followed by lunch with the Federation 
• About 200 at the federation forum 
• Also met with the Honorary Chair of ACTP, a VIP in Beijing , and a princess as descendant of Qing  

Emperor and the President of the Senate of the kingdom of Cambodia. 
• Rest of delegation went to meeting with large company that owns amongst many other things a private art 

gallery. Filled with antiquities and precious artefacts - 100s of millions of dollars of collectables – Fine art 
dealers but this was only one division of the company looking to visit Australia, would like an invitation – Cr 
Best has business card. 
 

 
Wednesday 
and part 
Thursday 
29 - 30 May 
2013 
 

Qianjiang (100k west of Wuhan)  
Government Meetings in Qianjiang 

• Population of 1m, inspected prawn food factory,1200 people in one huge room peeling prawns , export frozen 
and dried all over the world.  

• Also inspected oil refinery and the furniture business park, still under development.  
• Qianjiang intends to be the major furniture park in middle China, has a major oil field.  
• Signed a prelim co-operation agreement.  (see M.O.U. added as attachment 2 to Council Report) 
• Also inspected new park where Qianjiang has a museum and the Hubei Expo pavilion from Shanghai World 

expo and is building an opera house / performing arts centre , due to finish in 5 yrs.  
• Need to invite Ms Wang , deputy mayor to visit Wyong.  
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Thursday 
30 May 2013 
 

Shanghai 
• ACTP met Delegates at the airport 
• Dinner with Hitech business park people 

 
Friday 
31 May 2013 

Shanghai 
• Morning meeting with Shanghai Government OCH office , provides a bridge between Chinese and overseas 

investors both ways. In reality any major project needs to be vetted by them.  Mr Xu is the director.  The 
Mayor has met him 3 times now and advises that he appears to be content with progress on the China 
China theme park and was impressed that this time we had our business men / entrepreneurs as part of our 
delegation which added weight.  

• Lunch with Mr Wang , Shanghai Government, director , effectively the head of the office approving co-
operation agreements between Shanghai Government and other cities.  He was most impressed with our 3 
key project plans , is satisfied as to our eligibility to enter into co-operative agreement with Shanghai district  

• Friday nite function at Shanghai. Yacht Club to promote the China theme park - brand new facility on the 
bund , very impressive venue and function. Speeches by The Mayor , Consul General Alice Cawte  and 
Bruce Zhong ACTP . 

• ACTP signed heads of agreement MOU with 3 major companies promising to support the China theme park. 
• There were 250 attendees which included representatives from Austrade and NSW Trade & Investment, 

Chinese government officials.  
• Entertainment included performances by famous local artists 
• Excellent event , huge coverage for Wyong and the China theme park - received press and TV coverage 

 
 
Saturday 
1 June 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shanghai – Qingpu District 
• Meet with Qinpu government - Deputy Mayor, and Foreign Affairs department officials.  
• We met at the administration building of the Qinpu Industrial Park.16 storey building containing an 

exhibition area, offices and reception and meeting facilities.  
• This is owned and developed by Qinpu government, major factories include Hitachi , NEC , Tyco, Sumitomo 

and many others.  
• Official meeting with 6 Qinpu Government officials and our delegation. Exchange of information about 

respective cities.  At the end of the meeting both parties agreed to progress a co-operation agreement. The 
Mayor is to invite the Qinpu Government to send a delegation to visit Wyong in around October 2013, with 
a view to entering into a preliminary agreement.  

• Lunch followed with more discussion on agreement.  
• Qinpu officials then took the Delegates to their museum - very impressive building and display.  
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• Followed by a tour of Zujijazhou Water Town, cultural tourist village. Part of the Warnervale China theme 
park will be modelled on this town. The tour took some 21/2 hours followed by dinner in the Watertown 
major hotel.  

• Contact for invitation to visit is via the interpreter attached to the bus park Ms Furlong Hao, email: 
hfrgreek@hotmail.com; haofr@industry.shqp.gov.cn. Mobile: 0086-181018141677 

 

 
Sunday 
2 June 2013 

Shanghai 
• Sunday - tour and inspection of Jing An temple , oldest and most significant and richest temple in Shanghai. 

This temple will auspice the temple in the theme pk.  Discussion with the master monk about the China 
theme park temple. Jing An temple has as its main Buddha one consisting of 15 tonnes of pure silver.  

• Vegetarian lunch at the Temple followed by meeting at China Theme park Shanghai office. lengthy 
discussion on Council projects of airport and university. it seemed they are interested in doing the airport 
themselves.  

• Also agreed that ACTP would be an agent for Council in seeking investors in China for its projects , non-
exclusive and no fee to be paid by Council.  

• Dinner at old Shanghai restaurant adjoining the pearl tower.  
•  Dinner with Jiatong University financial leaders club. They will send a delegation of around 30 people to 

Wyong in October 2013.  The Mayor to issue an invitation.  
• President is Ye Hongxian- major property developer.  

 
Monday 
3 June 2013 
 
 
 
 

Shanghai 
• Monday - meeting with Yangpu district government. Inspection of their planning exhibition centre. Very 

impressive hologram type audio visual projection. Yangpu was a heavy industrial area being transformed 
into a hi tech  area.  

• Lunch with Director Wang. Then inspection after lunch of KIC, knowledge and information centre - Hitech 
incubator / bus pk. Then tour of their sports ground located next to the KIC , a wood carving museum- very 
impressive  carvings and finished off by tour of a fashion factory shopping outlet which was an old factory 
complex with most of the buildings retained and refurbished into shops. Then to the airport.  

• Yangpu is the major university district in Shanghai and is a possible future ITEC district. We would need to 
visit a few more times to establish connections.  
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SUMMARY 

This was a very busy and instructive trip and a Great launch of Australia China Theme Park with solid support for theme park from both Chinese 
investors and government.   As a result of the success of the launch and Council’s support for the Theme Park, Australia China Theme Park (ACTP) 
are now planning to start construction of the China Theme Park in 2014, a year ahead of schedule. 
 

There was significant interest in Wyong Council’s other two big projects which are the airport and the university. 

Information regarding Council projects was saved on to USB’s which were distributed as well as hard copies of Council information packs. 

Signed ITEC agreement – Memorandum of Understanding of Establishing Twin-City Relations between Qianjiang (copy attached).  

Delegations from Qianjiang and Qinpu and also a delegation from Jiatong financial leaders club are proposing to visit Wyong. 

Below are some comments regarding the trip which have been submitted by the Business and Community Delegates 

David Hannan 

“What a wonderful eye opener. 
 
The relationship with your future investors into Wyong is clearly solid and certainly their  external view of the strengths of the Central Coast 
for investment is a healthy reminder to the rest of us that in the Sydney Centric State of NSW we need to think outside the box in terms of 
the opportunities that Wyong offers. We see water as the enemy of development whereas they see it as a valuable resource. Whether we 
can ever align the environmental concerns of the built form being part of the water cycle or we have to consider being fenced off from the 
environment is the challenge Council will have some significant decisions into the future. 
 
To see apartments marching into the paddocks was confronting. 
 
To see Pollution at those levels reminds us every little bit of pollution reduction DOES matter. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to join you on the China Delegation and I look forward to supporting whatever comes directly from the efforts 
over there or even more so, the better understanding we all have of our roles in the future development of Wyong.” 
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John Stevens 

 

“The trip to China was impressive, to say the least, with exceptional organisation from all parties.  The Chinese people made our visiting 
group feel most welcome and showed us an array of history, monuments, parks and development that is taking place in China.  Of particular 
note, was the foresight and strategic planning of government with major business parks, education, hi-tech industry and housing adjacent to 
major transport links in key locations of major cities.  There was much to be seen other than residential re-development which was on a 
major scale.  
 
The Fortune 500 meetings in Beijing and Shanghai made it very clear that investment and business interest in Australia and Wyong Shire 
was high on their agenda.  The announcement and introduction of the Theme Park at the Shanghai Yacht Club was well supported by 
business people and clearly showed there are businesses prepared to get behind and invest in the new proposal with a number of major 
partner signings on the night.  I believe the trip, in retrospect, was very worthwhile and gave confidence to the people in China who are 
investing in the park, that Council are very supportive of the project.  Wyong Councillors and businessmen were well received in all meetings 
with the promotion of investment in Wyong Shire at the forefront.   
 
The trip has provided good long term opportunities to promote business between the two regions.”  

 

Cr Doug Eaton (Mayor)  
    
Cr Greg Best  
      
Cr Luke Nayna  
  
Cr Lloyd Taylor  
    
Cr Adam Troy 
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